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Are You Ready for the Local Elections?

Election season is here! By now, you have already received the Voters Guide that
gives you irdepth election information. For many people, the Voters Guide is the

Calendar 2

primary place they go to decide who to vote for in an election, and to be sure they aiéolunteering 3

up to date on the latest requirements for voting. This election will be for City Coun-
cil, Mayor and School Board. All serve four year terms.

City Council: There are four seats available in this election. There are six candida
running, three of whom are incumbents*: Pat Snyder, Nancy Moore*, James Brady
Al Foster*, Earl Williams*, Kenneth Butze, Jr.

Mayor: One Mayor will be chosen from two candidates, Earl Leiken and Bob Saf-
fold.

School Board: Incumbent Freda Levenson and newcomer Peter Robertson are runCity Council

ning unopposed for two school board seats.

The guide gives a lot of information, but many people have specific questions to as
of candidates. Some of the issues raised by our board include: recreation, particul
related to teens and the fAwest endo 0
regionalism,; street repair and other infrastructure concerns; housing values, maintg
nance, foreclosure, vacancy, inventory; the Warrensville/Van Aken/Chagrin interse
tion and surrounding area; small business opportunity; partnering all taxing bodies
(City, Library & Schools); addressing achievement gap in the schools; culture issug

Juvenile Justice 3

S Observer Reports

Library 6
Landmark Comm. 8

in the schools; and school funding. What questionsywillask at Candidates Night

on Thursday, October £&:00-9:00pm at the Shaker Middle School Auditorium?
We look forward to seeing you there.

If you plan to vote absentee, request your ballot by contacting the Cuyahoga Coun
Board of Elections (boe.cuyahogacounty.us or 216/3288.) You must request an
absentee ballot by Novembéf8n or der to have one mai
absentee ballots must be returned to the Board of Elections in person or via mail b
7:30pm of Election Day. Of course, Election Day is Tuesday, November 6, 2007.

Make the most of our local election seaddearn about the candidates, ask tough

guestions, work on a campaign, volunteer some time at a table for theStWV¥nd
take a friend or neighbor to the polls with you on Election Day!

Julianna Johnston Senturia Anne Williams
Co-Presidents

julianna@ameritech.net annewill@aol.com
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Calendar of Events

OCTOBER 2007

October 18 Thursday 7:0@ 9:00 pm Candidates Night Shaker Heights Middle School. See back pgge

for more information.
October 19 Friday 9:30 am Cabinet meeting 2902 Manchester Road
October 26 Friday 9:30 am Board Meeting Main Library

NOVEMBER 2007
November 6 Tuesday El ection Day, dondét forg

November 7 Wednesday 7:@ 9:00 pm Education Forum: The State Of Education in Ohio by Dr. Susan
Tave Zelman,Superintendent of Public Instruction for Ohio Co-sponsored with Shaker Heights
PTO Shaker Heights Middle School. See page 14 for more information.

November 16 Friday 9:30 am Cabinet Meeting
November 30 Friday 9:30 am Board Meeting

DECEMBER 2007
December 14 Friday 9:30 am Cabinet Meeting (no Board meeting in December)

JANUARY 2008

January 11 Friday 9:30 am Cabinet Meeting

January 16 Wednesday 7:00 pm Public Officials Reception
January 18 Friday 9:30 am Board Meeting

LOCATIONS AND REFERENCE
« Cabinet meetings held at 2902 Manchester Road at 9:30 a.m. all are welcome

« Board meetings are held on the 2nd floor of the Main Library and begin at 9:30 a.m. All LWSH
members are encouraged to attend meetings.

o City Club of Cleveland: www.cityclub.org or 216621-0082

Thank you!
UPS Store and Hei nenaos
ShakerTown Center for their ongoing support.

et
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Volunteer Opportunities quirements, type of equipment in use, etc.

The Coalition plans to register voterson Saturday,
Nov. 17 and Sat., Dec. 15. Times are 11a.m. to 3:00

of the LWVSH p.m. both days. The Coalition will also register vot-
New Economic Development Committee ers every Sat and Sun from Jan. through the end of
registration in Oct. Please call 21891-0900, ext. to
volunteer or for more information.

First Meeting

Based on our historical and ongoing interest in com-
munity planning issues ang—exnancianan a Cit uv@s

tax base while maintaining the integrity of surround-
ing residential areas, we have created a new Eco- LWV P O S I I I O S
nomic Development Committee. The committee is

open to all interested members and will look first at a
large project area in the City: The planning and im- I I

plementation of the Warrensville /Chagrin/Van Aken ArtICIeS on tOpICS
projects, including the University Hospitals, Inc. site

and the process of developing a plan for the area. Of |nte I’eSt
Experience with the issues is welcome but is not re- JUVENILE JUSTICE UPDATE By Marilyn Sesler

quired. The details of the committee, including how

X ; LWVO Specialist on Juvenile Justice Issues
often and when to meet, will be further refined at the P

first few meetings of the group. The first meeting will FiThe test of the moralidt (
take placeTuesday, November 18 1:45pm-3:15pm i t' s ¢ h Dditrith Bomhoetfer y
at Juliannadés house.

For over 30 years the LWVO has been active in the
juvenile justice area. The League supports a restora-
tive juvenile justice system. A system with appropri-
ate care and protection for the satisfactory physical,
mental, and educational development of children in

The Greater Cleveland Voter Coalition the juvenile justice system.

Interested members can RSVP to Julianna Johnston
Senturia atjulianna@ameritech.nebr 921-5413.

This broad statement, as is appropriate for League

The Greater Cleveland Voter Coalition, a nonparti- positions, encompasses children not only in state and
san coalition, is offering three free training sessions local institutions, but in treatment programs or-
on registering voters: dered by the juvenile court, on parole and in after-
care programs. These are children for which the
Thursday, Nov 8 at either 11:00 a.m. or 5:00 p.mat state has responsibility, just as a parent does (called
the United Labor Agency, 3328 Carnegie Ave.,Cleve- fiin | oco parentiso). We, ac
land . Or Saturday, Nov. 10 at 11:00 a.m. at the sponsibility.

Shaker Hts Library (corner of Lee Road and Chagrin
Blvd. Address: 16500 Van Aken Blvd. These sessions In recent years, the League has worked in a coalition

are great refreshers for people who have done voter with other organizations f¢
registration in the past, as well as for new people. justice system. The Juvenile Justice Coalition (JJC)
Everyone is welcome, but please RSVP fahe ses- is made up of individuals and organizations such as

sions at the Carnegie locationto 216-391-0900, ext. the Childrends Defense Funoc
13, and for the Shaker Hts,. location apearliv- Children, Ohio Public Defender, Ohio Assn. of Child
ing@ameritech.net Sessions will include the latest Caring Agencies, National Youth Advocate Pro-

information on rules and regs about voting, ID re- gram, Alliance of Child Caring Service Providers


mailto:julianna@ameritech.net
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and others. The Coalition monitors the state system
and advocates for change and improvement (a tall
order). To my knowledge it is the only such group
in the state. As a member of the JJC Board, | rep-
resent LWVO. We have narrowed our focus in or-
der to concentrate on the Department of Youth Ser-
vices and the 9 correctional and rehabilitation insti-
tutions (one privately operated) that house youthful
offenders ages 1:20.
partment of Youth Services T h e
Department of Youth
hance public safety by holding youthful offenders
accountable and providing opportunities for reha-
bilitation. d The
ence with this mission. Overemphasis on the public
safety function has resulted in funds being used for
fences and barbed wire instead of strong educa-
tional, physical and mental health treatment pro-
grams that will enableyouth returning to the com-
munity (and they all do return) prepared to func-
tion in todayds soci
fenders, DYS is responsible for supervising 2,000
(in 2005) youth released on parole. DYS also oper-
ates 12 Community Correctional Facilities in vari-
ous parts of the state. DYS manages RECLAIM
Ohio, the statewide program that encourages local
juvenile judges to develop community based treat-
ment and counseling programs that keep nonvio-
lent offenders out of the state system and meet their
needs locally. These funds allow DYS to support
600 community based programs. The Department
budget is $293 million (including federal sources)
with $150 million allocated for institutions.

mi s si

Correctional and Rehabilitation Facilities Based on
2006 data provided by DYS, the institutional popu-
lation is about 1,800. Of that number, 92% are
male, 53% black, 41% white, 2% Hispanic, 4%
other. Of the youth sentenced, 38% committed
property crimes, 29% committed crimes against
persons, 28% committed crimes against property,
12% committed sexrelated crimes, 10% committed
drug-related crimes, 10% other, and 1% commit-
ted homicide (this does not include the youth who
were tried and found guilty in adult courts and
serving time in adult prisons). While there are at-
tempts to improve the management, programming
and general operation of the institutions, the US
Dept. of Justice and advocacy groups have stated
concerns about the
rights (right to speak to an attorney) and basic

Background of
O n P . . .
Se r v iokstf§traipingWéeare in Eegulpricgmmanication

ety.

safety issues (physical safety of offenders), and civil
and criminal suits have been filed against DYS. Itis
generally recognized that operating large facilities
with minimal programming and lacking highly

trained staff has poor results for youth, and Ohio data
proves that to be true. The number of youth returning
to institutions is unacceptably high.

The JIC syprotts the efforts of Director Tom Stick-
rath to gxppad programming and improve the quality

with the Director and meet with him and his staff pe-
riodically. We know that over recent years, DYS has

Coal it i defregeyed the fundipgingcesgary gormprove gro-f f e r

gramming. In fact, continuing, deep cuts in the DYS
budget have been made by past Legislatures and Ad-
ministrations. Youthful offenders are not high on the
list of policy makers, yet the juvenile justice system
affects thousands of families and communities
throughout the state and uses millions of tax dollars.

I n addition to housin of
Institutional Visits JJC members have visited each of
the institutions. We worKk
and Superintendent to schedule a day long visit fol-
lowing the same agenda. Several of our members are
former DYS staff, others have expertise in juvenile
justice issues and each of us prepares for the visit be-
coming familiar with the unique programming of the
institution and its population. It is a sobering experi-
ence and, at least for me, a very sad day. One sees so
many youth, who at such an early age, face huge chal-
lenges to become a productive adult. The preponder-
ance of black youth from cities, many of whom have
no positive experiences with the school system, the
mental health system or drug treatment programs is,
to say the least, very depressing. Many have substance
abuse issues and most have experienced some type of
domestic abuse. A large percentage of youth come
from troubled families. Successful rehabilitation re-
quires family participation with the youth. There are
many families who never visit the youth while he\she
is incarcerated because almost all of the institutions
are located in rural settings where transportation is
unavailable. A trip from Cleveland to Chillicothe or
Portsmouth requires an overnight stay; this helps ex-
plain the lack of family visits.

In general, JJC members have been welcomed by
staff. They are pleased to see a group of knowledge-

vi ol a tablechizerswhoyarg genuinelyinterestgd indmpr@ve r s
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ing the system. This is not to say that everyone is
warm and friendly, but staff discuss their particular
program and its challenges. We are usually able to
talk with youth privately if they wish. Some have lots
of complaints; yet others tell us that they are learning
how to control their anger or deal with their sub-
stance abuse problems and pressures of the streets.
We have lunch at the facility eating what the youth

do (yes, we pay for it). We have time to debrief and
ask questions of staff. We are always accompanied by
DYS Central Office staff (who also answer questions).
After the visit, a report is drafted and forwarded to

the Director.

In general, institutions are overcrowded, with youth
sometimes double bunking in small cellike rooms.
There is too much down time, especially for youth
who have completed their GED or other programs
and who could benefit from additional education. The
institutions, while well maintained, are old and not
conducive to stateof-the-art treatment. Their loca-
tion, as mentioned above, does not allow for diversity
in the staff, a very important issue.

This has been a very quick overview of only one part
of the DYS operation and an even smaller sketch of
the juvenile justice system. Ohio is a state where local
judges have a great deal of authority and power not
only over the offender, but over the kind of local pro-
grams that are developed. Change is slow in coming
in the field. That is where local Leagues can be of
great help in improving the system which warehouses
too many of our children and takes away their
chances to become successful.

6446;lwvoinfo@Ilwvohio.orq).

If you are successful in scheduling a visit to an insti-
tution, be sure to cont
Youth Prisons: A Guide
i mportant to do things
preparation and research so that you can benefit
from the tour and inaction with institutional staff
and you know what to look for and listen for. Find
out if there are citizen groups who have concerns
about the system and get acquainted. Find out if
there are volunteers who provide support for pro-
grams that serve youthful offenders.

If League members consider themselves advocates
for children and families, then they should educate
themselves about the juvenile justice system. Thou-
sands of families are affected by this system, and
many of them are unable to advocate for their chil-
dren. Tax dollars are being used to isolate youth far
from home, often without programs that can turn
them around. Tell judges and court personnel that
League supports locally based programs and find
out what is needed in communities to expand treat-
ment, education and mental health services for
youthful offenders.

If you have an interest in joining JJC, contact me
and | will provide you with membership informa-
tiond and visit the JCC website at
http://www.juvenilecoalition.org/.

Marilyn Sesler, Juvenile Justice Specialist, LWVO
at 1-877-598-6446; lwvoinfo@Iwvohio.org

Local Leaguesd and Membersdé I nvol vement There

are many ways you can get involved! Read the full
LWVO position on juvenil
Agenda for Action page 15, available ahttp://
www.lwvohio.org/pdf/Advocacy/agenda%20for%
20action.pdj. Find out about your county juvenile
justice system. Interview the local players such as
County Commissioners who control a large portion
of the local court budget, find out what kinds of local
programs are supported by the Court and how many
youth participate. Visit the local detention facility or
the local Community Corrections Facility or DYS
facility. Visit alternative programs that keep youth
out of DYS. If you need help in any of these areas,
please contact me (at LWVO, toll free: (877) 598

e

justice (see LWVOOGs

ct
or
he


http://capwiz.com/lwvohio/utr/1/FLBVHNGRRF/NNOZHNIARU/1357194941
http://capwiz.com/lwvohio/utr/1/FLBVHNGRRF/NNOZHNIARU/1357194941
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OBSERVER REPORTS

Shaker Heights Public Library Board of Trustees
June 11, 2007

Present:J. Allen, D. Hutt, K. Miller, T. Schorgl, J Shat-
ten, D. Whyte

Absent: K. McGovern

Also present:L. Dickinson, executive director; I. Pul-
ver, asst. director; D. Piskac, cldrieasurer; S. Schiller,
adult services manager; L. Miller, branch manager; J.
Goodrich, consultant

Vice-chairman Donna Whyte called the meeting to
order at 6:30 p.m. at Bertram Woods Branch. Fol-
lowing the approval of the minutes of the May meet-
ing, Jeanne Shatten was asked to present the strategic
planning process report with Jeanne Goodrich, the
consultant on the project. The committee has written

a mission statement that, with some small modifica-
tions, the Board adopted:

Shaker Heights Public Library provides an
extraordinary range of books and other re-
sources and activities for a lifetime of enrich-
ment and enjoyment in an environment that
exemplifies the inclusive ideals of our commu-
nity.

The planning model, Ms Goodrich explained, was to
go from community needs to service responses (four
will be priorities for the next three years) to goals and
objectives (measurements) and then to activities (and
the resources that may be needed).

The four priority service responses (adopted on mo-
tion of T. Shorgl) will be:

1) Visit a comfortable place: physical spaces
2) Create young readers: emergent literacy
3) Satisfy curiosity: lifelong learning

4) Stimulate imagination: reading, viewing
and listening for pleasure

After some discussion and modification, the Board
adopted a values statement as follows:

We value: community responsiveness, con-
tinuous improvement, excellent services,
fair employment, fiscal responsibility, edu-
cation, ideals of inclusiveness and diversity,
equal access to information, intellectual
freedom, lifelong learning, organizational
collaboration, outstanding employees,
trustworthy information.

Jeanne Shatten moved that the Director look into a
professional evaluation of staff salaries and their
competitiveness. Passed.

Lynne Miller, presenting a history of the Bertram
Woods Branch, reminded the Board of the com-
plete renovation that took place in 2002, with its
brighter lighting and the garden that is so central
to the concept. She
gramming and the summer reading program. Ber-
tram Woods accounts for 38% of the Shaker

Hei ghts Public Libraryos

Mr. Piskac presented the May 31 financial state-
ments, all of which were approved, as was a new
copier contract.

I n his Directordés report,
that the Library will need a new Clevenet contract
early next year. Approval was granted for legal
services to be engaged for this process. Mr. Dickin-
son said that while the Ohio Senate and House have
not yet agreed on final funding for Ohio libraries,

no appreciable increase is expected. In view of the
fact that real estate collections are showing a down-
turn, Mr. Shorgl recommended that the probable
cause be determined: does this reflect foreclosures,
or is it a matter of timing? A resolution of com-
mendation for longtime employee Carol Bates was
approved.

Two memorial gifts were accepted. The meeting
adjourned shortly after 8 p.m.

Evelyn Krent, 991-0802

descri
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Discussion ensued as to appropriate followups for

Shaker Heights Library Board of Trustees the summer bike patrol in the Library area, which
has now ended. Upon Mr. Scl
Sept. 10, 2007 board agreed to invite the trainer for an ongoing
Present:J. Allen, D. Hutt, K. McGovern (chairman), K.  patrol (possibly Monday through Thursday, 15
Miller, T. Schorgl, D. Whyte hours a week) to the next board meeting for fur-

ther discussion about expectations and procedures.
These ideas will be discussed also with the S.H. Po-
lice Dept. There was also discussion about possible

Absent: J. Shatten

Also present:L. Dickinson, executive director; I. Pul- signage at the sidewalk entrance to the Library
ver, asst. director; D. Piskac, clereasurer; L. Miller, that is welcoming, yet also outlines codes of con-
branch manager duct.
Mr. McGovern called the meeting to order at 6:35 The board approved an RFP for compensation and
p.m. Following board approval of the minutes of the staffing studies; a deferred compensation/ pension
June meeting, he reminded the board of the draft of benefit plan was also approved. As recommended,
the Strategic Initiative report, which had been dis- the board approved the Shal
tributed, and the extensive Analysis of Youth Survey,  support for the continuation of the present formula
prepared by Judith Allen and based on an informal for the Library and Local Government Support
survey by Korey Sharpley. The board approved the Fund. Finally, Mr. Dickinson reminded the Board
Youth Survey Report. of the ceremony to be held Sept. 15 at the Shaker

Heights Historical Museum at which the Library

wi || receive the Landmar k
Presenting the financial report, Mr. Piskac noted that Preservation Award for its
year-to-date revenue was somewhat over $90,000 roof .o Staff Professional |
ahead of expenses, but cautioned the board about de-  will take place Sept. 14.
l' i nquent taxes, whi ch wonot be known until | ater in
the fall. The financial reports were approved. Also
approved was a new copier lease, which represents Several gifts totaling $120 were accepted. Finally, a
savings (percopy savings and manpower savings, member of the Library staff requested that consid-
because the new machines make change for dollar eration be given to making it possible for the over
bills). The board further approved the acquisition of taxed reference librarians to receive some help in

new software systems, including check recovery soft-  assisting patrons with computer data.
ware and Paycor timekeeping software, which elimi-

nates the need for time sheets. . .
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

_ Evelyn Krent, 9910802
The board further approved the proposed firstfloor

restroom remodeling at a total cost of $31,797. Be-
cause the book drop was damaged this winter, the
board approved payment of the insurance deductible
of $1,000. The new book drop will be placed at Ber-
tram Woods, and the current ones there will be in-
stalled at Main.

Mr. Dickinson recommended resolutions of commen-
dation for two staff members who have served 25
years and 20 years respectively, both of which were
approved.
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Landmark Commission, July 25, 2007 bled until the applicant provided more informa-
tion. The homeowner wished to renovate to im-
prove the entertaining area in the rear of the home
and to replace a wall in the rear yard. The LC

Present: Chair and City Council member Brian
Gleisser; citizen members Jan Devereaux, Ira Lowen- . nbers included the owner/designer and her at-
stein, Ron Reed; Stacey Hoffman, Planning Depart- torney in the discussions. Design details, material

ment composition and timing of the project were re-
Absent: Members Sarah Beimers, Nancy Kennedy viewed. The project was commended for its sensi-
tivity to details and differentiation between old and

_ _ new elements at the site. The CA was unanimously
The meeting came to order at 7:37 p.m. Minutes from  zpproved.

the Feb. 28, March 28, April 11, April 25, May 23 and
June 4, 2007, meetings were approved.
Adjournment was at 9:37 P.M.

Ms. Hoffman reviewed a request for a Certificate of Helen Sheehan, 758831

Appropriateness (CA) for a skylight in a property in
the Winslow Road Historic District (WRHD). The
proposal was also presented to the Architectural _ _ , _
Board of Review (ABR) on July 16 but no action was  Present: Chair and City Council member Brian
taken due to a lack of a quorum. Discussion was over ~ Gleisser; citizen members Sarah Beimers, Jan
how the proposed window would have an impact on Devereaux; Stacey Hoffman, Planning Department
the district, since the skylight would face the rear of Absent: Nancy Kennedy, Ira Lowenstein, Ron

the property. Members said that proposals for CAs in Reed

a district would require different scrutiny as opposed
to individual Landmark properties. The CA was
unanimously granted. The LC members also noted
that their decisions for the CAs would become the

basis for setting precedent. At 7 p.m., the members and the public present
walked Winslow Road from Ingleside Road pro-
ceeding east until the middle of the block past
Glencairn Road. Members discussed the various
placements of garages, details such as three styles
of windows in the front-facing part of some homes,
roof materials (slate and 25 and 40year asphalt
shingles), front door and storm door variations,
steps/front stoops, entryway paths leading to
homes, landscape composition, aiconditioning
units, shutters and gutters. The purpose of the
Afield tripd was for membel
better understanding of the elements in the district,
to set up a process through which LC members
could discuss and decide which exterior modifica-
tions could be reviewed by staff and which would
require LC or joint LC and Architectural Board of
Review (ABR) approval. A quorum was not

Landmark Commission, Aug. 22, 2007*

*This portion of the meeting was held orsite at the
Winslow Road Historic District (WRHD)

A request for a CA for a garage in the WHRD was
also made at a joint ABR/LC meeting July 16, 2007,
and a decision was not made because of a lack of a
guorum. Discussion focused on design features: roof,
overhang, siding (two different materials were used

in the current garage), doors and gutters. Of note was
that because the home is a twtamily unit, a three-

car garage would be required by code. The size of the
rear yards in the WRHD are such that future re-
placement of twacar garages with threecar garages
might need revisiting. Materials were discussed and
recommendations made prior to unanimous approval
of the CA. Ms. Hoffman noted that recommendations
were not requirements for the applicant.

A request for a CA for landscape alteration was reached for approving any process discussed and
former Van Sweringen mansion. This project was treat later in 2007.

reviewed jointly with the ABR June 4, 2007, and ta- The group returned to City Hall to discuss possible
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scenarios. This observer left at this time (7:45 p.m.).
Helen Sheehan, 755831

Landmark Commission, Sept. 26, 2007

Present: Chair and City Council member Brian
Gleisser; Citizen members Nancy Kennedy, Ira
Lowenstein, Sarah Beimers, Jan Devereaux; Stacey
Hoffman, Planning Department

Absent: Ron Reed

The meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m. This
meeting was moved to Council Chambers because of
the high number of students attending from Shaker
Heights High School. The noise level made observing
difficult.

Minutes from the Aug. 22, 2007, meeting were ap-
proved.

Ms. Hoffman reviewed a request for a Certificate of
Appropriateness (CA) for landscape alteration at St.
Dominicbs Church, [
toric District. K. Kennedy presented the plan, which
would add two stone and brick planters at the main
entrance of the church. LC member Nancy Kennedy
recused herself and left the room (she is related to the
requestor). This project was approved by the Archi-
tectural Board of Review (ABR) on Sept. 4, 2007. The
materials and placement were discussed. Members
guestioned the type of plants to be used and recom-
mended short annuals, similar to those in the planters
in front of the school. Members asked how the Secre-
tary of the Interiordos
alterations that are also architectural, such as the
proposed planters. Mr. Lowenstein disapproved of
the project because of the asymmetrical placement
and said that the proportions were out of context
compared to the building. Mr. Kennedy noted that
changing the locations would make the planters ir-
relevant. He also said that the building itself is not a
local landmark, but in a district. Other members
agreed that the planters would not damage the struc-
ture of the building. A conditional approval was
passed with Mr. Lowenstein dissenting. Mr. Kennedy
asked if the LC had jurisdiction over the type of
plants used. Mr. Gleisser noted that staff could ap-
prove the materials and that the LC did have juris-

ocated

diction over types of plant materials for this project.

Ms. Hoffman reminded LC members that signa-
tures would be needed on the resolution relating to
the Marshall Compound. The LC voted in favor of
its intent to make the homes Local Landmarks.

A 2008 application will be made for Local Govern-
ment Funds for a streetscape plan for the WRHD;
an application for a Community Block Grant will be
submitted for construction if the LGF grant is ap-
proved.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m., but all
members of the LC remained until 8:57 p.m. to dis-
cuss various topics. A quorum was present, so this
observer remained.

Topics of note were that a WRHD resident inquired
about using vinyl siding on her garage (in the rear

of the home) in order to fix a violation. Ms. Hoff-
man Was'dife&@ed Wioffestdcrthitval ddvica ifl orddi S -
to maintain the wood siding. It appeared that the
violations could be remedied with a scrapand-

paint approach.

This topic led to discussion about a mechanism to
interface with residents in the WRHD and the
Winslow Preservation Organization/Block Club.
Several possible events were discussed. Topics could
include window care, energy savings, implementing
ordinances and how the LC and Block Club could

st ‘él%kc}‘)&e}tthTheéz)i‘gﬁi?sd"Q Repddrespedftdhe a p e

retreat to be held lat

The | ibraryds archivist,
and described how the library stores documents for
preservation. Members asked if documents submit-
ted were digitized. Ms. Hoffman noted that the
Planning Dept. was considering a requirement for
submitted plans to be on paper and in digital for-
mat. Ms. Kennedy noted that that would signifi-
cantly increase costs to submitters. She asked if a
scanner could be purchased through grant money.

Helen Sheehan, 758831

r this year.
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Finance Committee, August 20, 2007 transportation costs for senior rides is $120,000.

Present: E. Leiken, chair; B. Gleisser, N. Moore: The Finance Dept. is gearing up for a significant change

E.Williams, M. Kolb, M. 'C_enedellg, T. Campbell; J. iy January 2008 with the installation of MUNIS, a much

Rawson, mayor, J. Chaikin, CAQ; J. Le_hman, Fi- improved accounting system. Monthly reports will no

nance director; P. Quinn, Communlty Life; F. longer be necessary because each branch will have 24

Miozzi, Information Technology; M. Wagner, Hu- hour access to the system. The core of any financial ac-

man Services; D.Barnes, Fire; D.S. Lee and W. counting system is its fAchar

McConnell, Police; B. Murray, Thornton Park ment is now completed. The auditors will present the re-
sults of | ast yearés audit i

The committee authorized legislation granting two

easements requested from AT&T on land owned by Mary Gavin Wagner gave a report on Human Re-

the city at Winslow Park and Chagrin Boulevardto  ggyrces. The current contracts with the Police and Fire
install large boxes used for transmitting video and  gepartments will expire at the end of 2007 and she is
other information services. AT&T agreed to P8y nopeful of smoothly negotiating a new thregrear con-
$5,000 for each easement. However, the Ohio Legis- tract: health insurance costs are always a big issue. This
lature has passed_ a bill, SB117, eﬁe_ctlve_ at the end Oglear a new process was begun for lateral entry of police
September, granting AT&T a statewide video fran-  officers from other communities and seven were hired,
chise agreement that allows the company access t0 ajhc|yding two minority candidates. There are three open-

rights-of-way. Shaker Heights wants to strengthen its jnqs for entry-level officers. The City employs about 380
ordinance so it can specify guidelines and rules. The || -time staff.

city is asking Council for an ordinance requiring

AT&T to follow the cityoBabyaluene™dPIPes and rules for
each easement. The ordinance should protect the
public interest and make sure the equipment is in-
stalled in places that can be protected with landscap-
ing and pose less of a safety issue for drivers and pe-
destrians. Present: E. Leikin, chair; E. Williams, N. Moore, T.
Campbell, B. Gleisser, M. Kolb, J. Chaikin, J. Lehman,
W. Ugrinic, B. Boag, M. Reese

Finance Committee, Sept. 10, 2007

The Fire Dept. EMS grant from the Ohio Dept. of
Public Safety for $2,500 was accepted and will be
used to replace an automatic defibrillator. The Ohio The committee approved the fo”owing expenditures
Homeland Security Dept. will reimburse the Fire | i A

Dept. $2,500 after the Sll_lh% rrer}?[ﬁ BP OdTe'R.Ci.er tA[?nee%tt ' ?r.\sa sF &G %es
e 2 commuriy cmergeey response eam The 107 1Y D1 Tlichng AL Scoun b e

Fire Dept. also has approval to contract with Neo- The SHPD is the fiscal P tf th'p tat 3’ d .

think for $38,000 to cover Information Technology € IS the fiscal agent for this statewide drug pre

(IT) needs in both the Police and Fire departments. vention program.

2. The Communication -yeard Out
. _ . _agreement with Clear Channel Interspace Airports to
After discussion, fda | i tHale@vo 456t Wl dishldyd & HIPKNS Aiporthtla b e a

cated for neighborhood initiatives that strengthen total cost of $59,400 for the 1¢ear period.
housing and neighborhoods. The money was taken

from the General Fund via a transfer from the Eco-

?Z%nryrzizgyl—lﬁfuesg]r%ri?rsc?r:]\/?hg(\e/\r/]gg?elzr(r:mals gz;sgd' A stance Abuse and Mental I_—|ealth Administration of

Agency on Aging has ended and approval is needed $100,000 a year for up to five years.

to submit a request for renewal. A total of $42,000 is 4. A sink hole was discovered at the corner of North

requested for 2008, with a cash match of $94,000 Park Blvd. and Eaton Road, and a culvert that runs un-

from the department 6s 2 0deeath thelrgad must baralised. Nerene ang Sons was
selected to do the work from the bids received. The re-

3. The Health Department will accept a grant from the
Office of National Drug Control Policy and the Sub-
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pair is budgeted at $135,00. 3. measure support for specific projects the city has
completed or is in the process of completing to in-

5. The quality control inspection for the two large . N
crease the citybds tax base

sewer projects on South Woodland and Milverton/
Drexmore will be supervised by DLZ Co., which will
be responsible for ensuring the work is performed

correctly. The cost for South Woodland is $252,130; o o
for Milverton/Drexmore, $31,835. How satisfied are you with living in Shaker? Very sat-

isfied, 57%; somewhat satisfied, 34%; somewhat dis-
satisfied or dissatisfied, 8%

Some of the questions and answers:

At this point, the chairman asked that the agenda be
changed and that the executive session on pending _ _ .
litigation, scheduled as the last item, be held now. ~ What city-sponsored events did you attend this year?

After 15 minutes, the regular session resumed. Top three responses: 4th of July, 49%; Memorial
Day, 32%; neighborhood block party, 25%

Mr. Lehman introduced the representative from the _ . )

Ohi o State Auditords Of f Whege doyghgst ygrinfogmatipn abayt city guentsf? j n a |
report of the cityods 200 §opéttedrésponsed ShakBriLie Magazihe, 41¢s o f t
report were given to committee members. Copies are Sun Press: 53%; word of mouth: 35%

on file at City Hall. The auditor, Ms. Hall, compli-

mented the city and Mr. Lehman, CFO, for install-

ing the new MUNIS system, a more efficient soft- Eighty-one percent of respondents said they have ac-
ware program for managi n gessddthe Internes eitker apwork pringme and #9906 s
finances. of those use the city website; 20% of those who use the

Barbara Luton, 7525137 Internet receive email notices from the city.

Length of time respondents have lived in SH: less
than one year, 7%; 15 years, 23%; 610 years, 15%;
11-20 years, 20%; 20+ years, 35%

City Council Work Session, Sept. 10, 2007

Present: Mayor Judy Rawson: Council Members Al
Foster, Brian Gleiser, Earl Leiken, Nancy Moore,
Lynn Ruffner, Earl Williams, Rob Zimmerman;
CAOQO Jeri Chaikin

Respondents who have lived here for 10 years or less
were asked about resources that informed their deci-
sion to live here (28% of that group had moved at

Special Meeting: Survey results from Triad Re- least once within SH). The top four responses: articles
search Group were presented. Triad was hired to about SH in local and national newspapers, 33%;
i nquire about residentsbo smmglimeimgagne,igr%; BrdtHu®< etcd frota s . Tt
results were compared to a similar study done in realtors, 28%: tour of Shaker schools, 25%
2002.

Evaluate the importance of i
The survey was conducted through 500 telephone ci al district and strengther

interviews during a two-week period in August 2007.  through various programs: Top priority, 67%; im-
Half of the respondents were female, half male. Al portant but not a top priority, 20%:; not important,
geographic areas of the city were equally repre- 7%

sented. The purposes of the survey were to:

1. determine where Shaker residents get information
about what is happening in Shaker Heights and
about city-sponsored events

Favorable opinion of completed or almost completed
city projects: redevelopment of Towne Center, 82%;

UH development of Office Max complex, 81%; Thor-
2. assess residentsé reasons for moving to Shaker
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ton Park & Horseshoe Lake Plan, 80%; new soccer done over at the expense of the construction firm. The
fields, 79%; Sussex Court Townhouses, 74%; Avalon bike path from Warrensville will run 1.5 miles from
Station Lofts, 73%; South Park Row condos, 63% Warrensville across Green Road and will connect

with the Beachwood bike trail at Sulgrave. The pro-

ject is on schedule and is also expected to be com-
In favor of or opposed to redevelopment of Van Aken/  heted by Oct. 19.

Warrensville: Strongly favor, 61%; somewhat favor, hschul
24%:; somewhat or strongly oppose, 9% Susan Stechschulte, 752473

Board of Education, Sept. 11, 2007

Support some forms of regionalism for certain city ser-
vices if cost would be lowered: Strongly favor, 58%;
Somewhat favor, 21%; somewhat or strongly oppose,

Present: Freda J. Levenson, F. Drexel Feeling, Nor-
10%

man A. Bliss and Annette Tucker Sutherland. Absent:
Mary S.Johnson. Also attending: Superintendent

The rest of the meeting consisted of reports from the ~ Mark Freeman and Treasurer Bryan C. Christman.
police, fire and park programs. Summary of the Police
department report: The summer of 2007 was a rela-
tively safe one and crime reports were down. The Police _ N
department has continued to build and expand its rela-  The board approved the appointments for certified
tionships with neighborhood and community groups. personnel, including visiting Chinese teachers, tempo-
Security in school and library parking lots after school ~ rary employees and substitute teachers. This approval
was deemed successful as was the summer bike patrol. included non-public school fund appointments. Dr.

The minutes of the prior meeting were approved.

Earl Williams suggested t H®emagexpainedthat ORinhasa vigopusdigtons v e
pectationsdo shoul d be enc @ufynging auiliary seeviges af Borpyhlic seheals, | j pr
and perhaps something could be done to team up with  including, for example, a school psychologist at Laurel
the library board to promote this behavior. Earl Leiken ~ School.
wants to see the bike patrol continued.
The board approved a bid on three regular 73seat
Fire department report: The fire chief reported that the ~ buses, and one 65eat bus fitted with a handicapped
department responds to a call in less than 5 minutes ~ lift. Dr. Freeman noted that this is part of a continu-
87% of the timed in comparison to 6 minutes 61% of  iNg policy of undertaking the transportation of special
the time nationally. He also reported that most fires are  N€€ds students rather than subcontracting the respon-
kitchen fires and are usually a result of leaving pots un-  Sibility.
attended. He gave examples of ways to reduce risks and
other safety tips. The Fire department will continue to " . .
respond raéidrl)y to reported fi?es, to blitz neighbor- Dale Whittington ”f‘ade a pr_esentatAlon regarding the
hoods about smoke detectors, to work with schools and school di strictoés performan

e.val ati.o st a.t.e

. : ns. .Ohjo00s
the citizens academy, and crtlte?ia eLsPtgbﬁshetd Qe?ore Rlcl) éhin?.e%t Bé’%i?}(}?(ﬁhllot €

inform the public; it also plans to produce a video on

. e includes testing in science and social studies as well as
cooking oil fires.

reading and math. There are five possible rankings:
Excellent, Effective, Continuous Improvement, Aca-

The Parks Improvement Project: The state has pro- demic Watch and Academy Emergency. The perform-
vided $4.5 million for several projects. Horseshoe Lake ance indicators have differed year to year. This year

is on schedule and is expected to meet the Oct. 19com-t her e were 30; Shaker met
pletion date. Park features include two play areas, park- ing was Effective. There is a performance index on

ing for six, two new picnic shelters, paved trailsanda t €st scores i n which each
boardwal k through the wet [V3lugandtheppqoled. Ika sehag| districkygceiyed |
sivedo to plants and ani ma |1Q0, thispveud mean fhat every stugdentdegtedas prom
paved the path from the bridge to the main park will be ficient in every subject; Shaker received a 97.6, which

r

2

c
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Ms. Whittington said is where Shaker has been for a
time.

The No Child Left Behind federal legislation looks
for Adequate Yearly Progress. The scores focus on
performance in math and reading and graduation
and attendance rates. The scoring looks at different
categories: students with disabilities, minority stu-
dents, etc. The school is required to report for each
category in which it has 30 tested students. The goal
is a moving target. For example, when the legislation
was adopted in a given category, the goal might be to
have 40% of the students pass. But, since the long
term goal is to have 100% of all students pass by a
specified year, the percentage required keeps rising.
For two years, Shaker has failed to meet the guide-
lines for students with disabilities and those who are
economically disadvantaged. Because Shaker has
failed to meet these standards for two years, it has
been placed in District Improvement Year #1. The
district has identified the students who failed or are
at risk of failing and is targeting resources to those
students to improve their performance.

Dr. Freeman provided District Highlights. Shaker
has 17 National Merit Semifinalists this year. Only
one public school in Ohio has more. The district won
a $100,000 grant for a preengineering course.

Robert Kreiner gave an update on the extensive re-
pairs and capital improvements the district has un-
dertaken in the past several months, ranging from
the installation of ceiling fans in Fernway and Lo-
mondto fencing, bicycle racks, additional signage,
parking lot re-surfacing and the installation of inter-
active teaching technology, including SmartBoards.
Mr. Kreiner highlighted the two -story cafeteria addi-
tion to the high school, which will relieve overcrowd-
ing and allow relocation of the senior lounge for
greater supervision. The district also undertook two
projects to generate nortax revenue$® allowing
drilling for a natural gas well on Middle School
property and the installation of cell antennae in the
cupola of the high school; both required modification
of the campuses. Kreiner and various Board mem-
bers emphasized the particular attention that has
been paid to preserving
ing and restoring buildings, including the Woodbury
clock tower and Shaker high school auditorium, in a

manner consistent with the architectural detail and
style of the original construction.

Bryan Christman gave the

Board adopted his recommendations.
Karla Wallach

On Board

In this issue, Lisa Gerteis talks about the friendships that
have brought her into active League involvement, first as a
member of the Board, then Chair of the Education Com-
mittee, and now as VicePresident.

Can you describe your first encounter with the LWV?

| am a member of the exclusive club FOHS Friend of
Helen Sheehan need | say more?

When and How did you join the Shaker League?

| joined the LWV -SH shortly after we moved here at the
6New Members Receptiond in

What has been one of your favorite activities/roles with
theLWV?

| love the Elected Officials Reception who doesn't love a
party at Linda Taylor's? | really do enjoy the casual envi-
ronment of meeting and socializing with local politicians/
policy makers.

Why did you decide to serve on the Board?
| was asked. | thought that was an honor.

| grew up in Albuquerque, NM. | moved to Denver, CO
and graduated from the University of Denver.| met my
husband Mark in Denver during college. We just cele-
brated our 9th wedding anniversary. We have a wonder-

20

dikaughier, Sydgey. Rag 7\We five g5 Weyhsidge Road.y 4 i
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Shaker PTO Council in collaboration with the League of Women Voters

cordially invites you to attend

~

Superintendent of Public Instruction for Ohio
"..believes all children can learn and achieve in an education system with

high expectations and multiple pathways to succeed."

Wednesday, November 7, 7:00 pm Shaker Middle School Auditorium

Susan Tave Zelman, superintendent of public instruction
for Ohio since 1999, believes that all children can learn and

achieve in an educational system with high expectations and t_ 0
s u c c e e dtions tg angugerall spudents gragyatgmand @eprepaged d

mul tiple pathways to
ship, the Ohio Department of Education created a mission
for the stateb6s educational
change through standardsbased reform.

Dr. Zelman is working to raise expectations for all students
by setting clear and high academic standards, strengthening
schools and school districts with fiscal and human re-
sources, and improving student performance through ac-
countability. Ohio now has academic content standards in
English language arts, mathematics, social studies, science,
technology, foreign language and the arts. These standards
are aligned to curriculum models for teachers, achievement
tests for students, and an accountability system that meas-
ures i mprovement .

ity Counts 2006 report.

Ohio students are improving every year. Over the
pastseven years, the average
tests increased by more than 19 points. Ohio outperforms
the national SAT and ACT averages, and fourthand
eighth-graders outperform national averages on the Na-
tional Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in read-
ing and mathematics.

Dr. Zelman is committed to closing achievement gaps be-

t ween Ohi-anilighestparferming students, espe-
cially low-income and minority students. She inspired the
creation of the State Board
ment Gaps Task Force. Schools that are highoverty and

The State Of Education in Ohio
by Dr. Susan Tave Zelman,

-00 hgir ca dree o eoi NG @ tves@asappotment with the Education Tech-
dards and accountability systemirEd u c at i oQualWe e@lagyCenter of the Harvard Graduate School of Edu-

of

3 %

1o

high-performing are sharing their best practices
through her Schools of Promise program. A task force
redesign Ohiods high s

for college and the workforce. Dr. Zelman also served

Oshy sttheem Gohvaetr NhoarsO Sb r Coounynhi tS Ss
and the Economy and was a
Blue Ribbon Task Force on Financing Student Success.

Before coming to Ohio, Dr. Zelman was Deputy Com-
missioner of the Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education from 1994 to 1999. She serve
for six years in the Massachusetts Department of Educa
tion as Associate Commissioner of the Department of
Education Personnel. She was an Associate Professor o
Education and Chair of the Department of Education at
Emmanuel College in Boston while simultaneously hold-

cation. Dr. Zelman received the National Science Re-
search Opportunity Award for Women through Colum-
bia Teachers College.

studentsd6 scores on st g
She holds a doctorate in education from the University

of Michigan. She also received an honorary doctoral
degree in public service from the University of Rio
Grande, an honorary doctoral degree in education from
Baldwin-Wallace College and an honorary doctoral de-
gree in humanities from Youngstown State University.
Gannett Newspapers hamed her one of the 10 most pow
erful and influential women in Ohio state government in
March 2003.
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LWVSH OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
CO-PRESIDENTS Julianna Senturia, Anne Williams
Julianna@ameritech.net, Annewill@aol.com
VICE PRESIDENTSLisa Gerteis, Kurt Miller
RECORDING SECRETARYMarcia Goldberg
CORRESPONDING SECRETARWary Mulligan
TREASURER Robin Johnson ASSISTANT TREASURER Dorothy Greenslade

DIRECTORS
Cyntha Carroll Jane Finley Linda Lissauer LaSondra McNed&lavis
Lucille Mayne Dora Rose Jeanne Shatten Arlene Sheeran
Susan Stern Helen Sheehan Linda Taylor Susan Stechschulte

Meryl Simon, Voter Editor

Based on our historical and ongoing interest in community
maintaining the integrity of surrounding residential areas, we have created a new Economic Development Committee
The committee is open to all interested members and will look first at a large project area in the City: The planning and
implementation of the Warrensville /Chagrin/Van Aken projects, including the University Hospitals, Inc. site and the
process of developing a plan for the area.

Experience with the issues is welcome but is not required. The details of the committee, including how often and when to
meet, will be further refined at the first few meetings of the group. The first meeting will take plac&uesday, November
13"1:45pm3 : 15pm at Juliannad6s house.

Interested members can RSVP to Julianna Johnston Senturiguiatnna@ameritech.nebr 921-5413.

SHAKER HEIGHTS VOTER
Now available by email
Help LWV-SH save valuable resources and sign up ngw
to receive your copy via email.
Send a note to annewill@aol.com and the Noverber
will arrive in your online mailbox.




