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Fall has arrived and as the election season winds down we want to say thank you! 

Thank you for your participation at the Candidates Night ï what a wonderful 

turnout notwithstanding the conflict with the Indians playoff game.  The candi-

dates fielded a variety of questions posed by League members and other commu-

nity members. Thank you also to the PTO and the neighborhood associations for 

their co-sponsorship.  Their help and publicity helped insure a successful eve-

ning. 

 

Thank you to all who have returned membership forms.  If you havenôt done so 

yet, please send the form in as soon as possible so that we can include you in our 

directory which will be published in December.  Are you missing the form?  Visit 

our website at www.shakerlwv.nhlink.net to download a membership form. 

 

TOPIC FOR CONSIDERATION:  IMMIGRATION 

The November and December issues of the Voter will contain material on the 

topic of Immigration.  The scope is national but the discussion is local.  You may 

ask: Why Immigration?  Why Now?   

 

Almost two years ago at the LWVUS convention delegates voted to begin a study 

on the topic of immigration because the League does not have an immigration 

position and cannot take action on this vital topic.  The study is now complete 

and it is time for each local league and each local member to study and discuss 

the topic.  Learning about immigration at the local level will help members un-

derstand Federal law and the local impact.  Ultimately League members must 

come to some sort of broad agreement or consensus. From this consensus will 

come a position that the League will use to affect national policy.  LWVSH will 

hold its consensus meeting on immigration on Friday January 18, 2008 from 

10:00 am to 12:00 pm.  We hope that you will join us in the study and discussion 

of this timely topic ï Immigration.   

 

 Julianna Johnston Senturia         Anne Williams                                                                                                         

 Co-Presidents                                                                                                                                   

 julianna@ameritech.net             annewill@aol.com  
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LOCATIONS AND REFERENCE 

Cabinet meetings held at 2902 Manchester Road at 9:30 a.m. All are welcome 

Board meetings are held on the 2nd floor of the Main Library and begin at 9:30 a.m.  All LWSH 

members are encouraged to attend meetings. 

City Club of Cleveland: www.cityclub.org or 216-621-0082 

Calendar 

NOVEMBER 2007 

November 13  Tuesday 1:45-3:15 PM , New LWV-SH Economic Development Committee Meeting 

                         Julianna Senturiaôs Home,  

November 16  Friday  9:30 am   Cabinet Meeting 

November 30  Friday  9:30 am   Board Meeting 

DECEMBER 2007 

December 13 Thursday 7:00 PM First Thursday Forum - "New Era in Transportation - New Ideas, 

New Technology" - Trinity Commons, 2230 Euclid Ave.  

December 14  Friday  9:30 am Cabinet Meeting  (no Board meeting in December) 

JANUARY 2008 

January 11   Friday 9:30 am  Cabinet Meeting 

January 16  Wednesday  7:00 pm Public Officials Reception Linda Taylorôs  home 2939 Weybridge Rd. 

January 18  Friday  9:00 am Board Meeting  (note time change) Main Library 

January 18  Friday 10:00 am ï 12:00 pm Immigration Consensus Meeting (lunch provided)  

 Main Library immediately following Board meeting 

LWVSH  OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

CO-PRESIDENTS, Julianna Senturia,  Anne Williams 

Julianna@ameritech.net,  Annewill@aol.com 

VICE PRESIDENTS  Lisa Gerteis,   Kurt Miller 

RECORDING SECRETARY  Marcia Goldberg    

 CORRESPONDING SECRETARY  Mary Mulligan 

 TREASURER   Robin Johnson   ASSISTANT TREASURER,  Dorothy Greenslade 
 

DIRECTORS 

 Cyntha Carroll          Jane Finley          Linda Lissauer            LaSondra McNeal-Davis    

 Lucille Mayne           Dora Rose            Jeanne Shatten            Arlene Sheeran    

 Susan Stern               Helen Sheehan     Linda Taylor               Susan Stechschulte  

                                     Meryl Simon, Voter Editor 
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Immigration  

 

The Road to Consensus or Why are we 

doing this?  A Brief Overview 

 

1.  What is a position? 

A position is a statement of the League's point of view 

on an issue, arrived at through member study and agree-

ment approved by the appropriate board and used as a 

basis for League action.  We have local, state and na-

tional positions. 

 

2. Why do we have positions? 

So that we can take action: Promoting the League's 

positions on local, state and national public policy issues 

to government officials, the media and the public.  Ex-

amples: writing letters to the editor, lobbying elected 

representatives, advocating to a elected council or com-

mittee) 

 

3.  How do we get a position? 

 A. First,  by studying a subject and 

 B. Second, by forming a statement based on 

the input of the members.  This is called CONSEN-

SUS: Collective opinion of a substantial number of 

League members, representative of the membership as a 

whole, after objective study of an issue.   

 

4. Why are we talking about this now?  In a wordé

IMMIGRATION! 

At the last national convention LWVUS authorized a 

study on Immigration.  The Study is completed and itôs 

time for each local league to review the materials, dis-

cuss the issues and record our thoughts. 

The Role of the LWVUS Immigration Study Com-

mittee 

At the outset, the LWVUS Immigration Study Com-

mittee defines the scope of the study, educates 

Leagues and League members about the study proc-

ess, provides background information on the issue, 

suggests resources, and publicizes the study to 

Leagues and the public. The LWVUS Immigration 

Study Committee writes consensus questions for lo-

cal Leagues and uses their responses to create an 

immigration position statement. The LWVUS Board 

is responsible for final approval of the scope, consen-

sus questions and position. 

Scope of the Study  

The study committeeôs first task was to create a 

scope for the study. A scope delineates the limits of 

the study, describes areas to explore and often in-

cludes focus areas. The Immigration Study scope is 

broad and imposes few limits on immigration study, 

but consensus questions will focus on the items 

specified in the scope. In other words, the culminat-

ing position will address only those issues delineated 

in the scope. 

The scope for the LWVUS 2006-2007 Imigration 

Study was adopted at the October 2006 LWVUS 

Board Meeting: 

Underlying values and principles regarding im

 migration 

Reasons for migration from other countries, in-

cluding but not limited to: Effects of global in-

terdependence on migration; Motivation of refu-

gees and asylees; Motivation of other immi-

grants 

Current federal immigration policy, including 

but not limited to: Effectiveness in uniting fami-

lies; Effectiveness in meeting needs of busi-

nesses;  Effectiveness of enforcement;  Human 

rights concerns 

Impact of immigration, including but not limited 

to:  Economic effects of authorized and unau-

LWV POSITIONS 
Articles on topics  

of interest 
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thorized immigration;  Diversity; Inclusion of 

immigrants in American society 

 

Materials Prepared by the Study Com-

mittee 

LWVUS Immigration Study Committee members 

researched and wrote background papers to help 

Leagues educate members and communities about 

immigration issues. The papers cover issues such as 

business and economic effects and impact, diver-

sity, global interdependence, federal policy, and 

motivation of refugees, asylees and other issues:  

Economic Aspects of Authorized and Unau-

thorized Immigration by Dorrit Marks 

Effects Of Global Interdependence On Migra-

tion by Dorrit Marks 

Federal Immigration Policy: Enforcement Is-

sues by Barbara Margerum 

Immigration and the Economy by Chris Car-

son 

Immigration Policy: Family Reunification by 

Patricia Hatch 

Immigration: Diversity and Inclusion by Deb-

orah Macmillan 

Overview: Federal Immigration Policy and 

Proposed Reforms by Deborah Macmillan 

What Motivates Immigration to America? by 

Patricia Hatch 

All these articles are available at the LWVUS web 

site (www.lwv.org).  

In order to see a comprehensive list of the Immigra-

tion materials, go to the ñFor Membersò page and 

click on ñImmigration Studyò in the Quick Links 

Box.  (If you have any trouble registering as a mem-

ber on the website, email annewill@aol.com for 

help.)  Once at the Immigration Study page look 

for: 

Quick Downloads 

For convenience, available materials have been 

grouped together and zipped for quicker download. 

Consensus Kit (PDF Version; includes a copy of 

the Consensus Questions) 

All 8 Background Papers (those listed above) 

National Voter Articles  

The Role of Members  

 

We have now reached the member agreement phase 

of the LWVUS Immigration Study, the time when 

Leagues prepare to take consensus. Grassroots 

agreement on positions is one of the Leagueôs great-

est strengths. Preparing for and taking consensus is 

hard work, but worthwhile. The resulting position 

will allow the organization to affect national policy 

for years to come, just as we have been doing in other 

areas for 87 years ï itôs part of the organizationôs 

history. 

What Does ñConsensusò really mean? 

Ultimately, League members must come to some sort 

of broad agreement on the values they hold related to 

immigration. The League calls this consensus. From 

this consensus will come a position that the League 

will use for years to come to affect national policy. 

Helping to form Program in this manner may be 

League membersô most important role. 

 It is easier to say what consensus is not, than 

what it is. Consensus is not a vote - rather, consensus 

is mutual agreement of League members arrived at 

through discussion. During discussion, everyone has 

the opportunity to express their viewpoints, and the 

issue is examined from all sides. Consensus ques-

tions, created by the appropriate study committee 

and approved by the Board provide structure for the 

meeting, as members discuss the pros and cons until 

it becomes apparent whether or not consensus has 

been reached on each question. The study committee 

analyzes the consensus responses and using this in-

formation, creates a position statement. Once ap-

proved by the Board, the statement immediately be-
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comes the Leagueôs position and is the basis for ac-

tion on the issue. This type of member involvement in 

the organization and its consensus process tends to 

ensure member commitment to the resulting posi-

tions. In addition, members have the opportunity at 

each Annual Meeting or Convention to decide 

whether or not to re-adopt these positions. 

The study committee has completed its work and it is 

now time for each local league to have a consensus 

meeting to give input on what the Leagueôs position 

on Immigration will state.  The LWVSH consensus 

meeting will take place at our January Board Meet-

ing at which time we will be discussing various view-

points associated with the consensus questions. 

 

All members are encouraged to attend the consensus 

meeting.  Our Board members Jeanne Shatten, Linda 

Taylor and LaSondra Mc-Neal Davis will be leading 

the discussion.  If you are interested in helping pre-

pare for the meeting or have any questions or com-

ments please contact Anne Williams at an-

newill@aol.com or call 751-7911.  

 
 

 

 

Finance Committee 
Oct. 15, 2007 

 

Present: E. Leiken, chair; N. Moore, E. Williams, B. 

Gleisser, M. Kolb, M. Cenendella, T. Campbell, J. 

Chaikin, J. Lehman 

 

Four city departments requested authority to apply 

for specific grants and to accept each grant if it is re-

ceived.  

 

The Law Department will submit a grant to HUD, the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment, for the cityôs Fair Housing program. This pro-

gram protects persons from discrimination in pur-

chasing or renting homes in Shaker Heights. The ap-

plication would be made only for grants that do not 

require matching funds from the city. Grants already 

received range from $83,600 in 2002 to $4,800 in 

2007. The cityôs fair housing enforcement program is 

federally recognized and federally funded. Shaker 

Hei ghts was the first in the northern United States 

and one of a small number of municipalities to 

receive the grants in Ohio. 

 

The Police Department, fiscal agent for the state-

wide HIDTA (high intensity drug trafficking 

area), wants to accept the additional $75,000 

awarded to them as part of the 2007 grant, in-

creasing the 2007 HIDTA budget to $3,208,000. 

The money is used to curb trafficking on Inter-

state 80 and the Ohio Turnpike. The Department 

also requested continuance of a jail contract with 

Bedford Heights to house any overflow when the 

Shaker Heights jail exceeds its maximum of 12 

prisoners. The cost is $75 per day for each pris-

oner and increases to $80 in January and $85 in 

July 2008. 

 

The Information Technology Department wants 

to negotiate a new contract for leasing digital copi-

ers through Ohioôs Cooperative Purchasing Pro-

gram, reducing the current leasing cost of $88,000 

to $50,000 per year. 

 

The Planning Department will submit two propos-

als to the Cuyahoga County Municipal Grant Pro-

gram, the first, for $325,000 and the second for 

$100,000. If the larger amount is awarded, it will 

be used for required improvements in city build-

ings to comply with ADA (Americans with Dis-

abilities Act) standards, as promised in the settle-

ment of the recent lawsuit. The second request for 

$100,000 will be submitted only if the larger grant 

is not awarded. In either case, a city match of at 

least 20% is required. 

 

Mr. Lehman, Director of Finance, presented the 

2007 fiscal budget third quarterly report. He com-

mented that income tax revenue collections were 

ñsoftò and less than in 2006. He believes the pri-

mary reason is loss of Office Max, which left in 

the last quarter of 2006. That space is now occu-

pied by offices of University Hospitals. 

 
General Fund revenue collection for this year is 

$29,255,676 and disbursements were $26,867,708. 

The 2008 budget will be presented to Council at 

the November meeting. 

Barbara Luton, 752-5137  

 

Page 5 

OBSERVER REPORTS 

mailto:annewill@aol.com
mailto:annewill@aol.com


 

 

 

Page 6  November 2007                Shaker Heights Voter 

 

Community Life and Health Commit-

tee Meeting 

Thursday, Sept. 20 

Present: Committee members A. Fosterïchair, D. 

Alexander, B. Eiger, R. Zimmerman; B. Murrayï

manager of Thornton Park, P. Quinnïdirector of 

Community Life, J. ChaikinïCAO, 

M.L. TrepesïHealth Dept  

 

Mr. Foster called the meeting to order at 6:25 

p.m. Minutes from the Community Life meetings 

of May 17 and July 19 were approved, as were 

minutes from the joint Community Life Commit-

tee and Planning Commission meeting of July 3. 

I. Fields 

Shaker Boulevard Median Soccer Field Design 

 

A 2003 study was done for the construction of a 

new field located in the Shaker Boulevard median 

directly across from the Shaker Middle School 

and for improvements to three existing fields: 

Shaker Town Center, Courtland Oval and Ches-

terton/North Park. The original estimate was 

$439,000. After extensive design and engineering 

work, the construction estimate has increased. 

The revised estimate is $575,600. This increase is 

largely due to conditions of the main field area: 

(1) the presence of ground water close to the play-

ing surface that requires a drainage system, and 

(2) a large area of leaf humus that requires 

ñbridgingò during construction. 

 

Construction of New Shaker Boulevard Median 

Field 

The need for the new field is based on demand for 

practice space and the need to regularly rotate 

fields so as not to wear the fields down. Due to the 

demand for field space in the fall and spring by 

youth programs and school teams, additional field 

surfaces will ease over-scheduling and aid in at-

tracting new teams. 

 

Three Field Repairs 

Shaker Town Center 

Constructed in the 1990s as a soccer field 

Heavy use, but is in playable condition 

Originally recommended to be repaired, but at this 

time can be postponed 

Original estimation of repair: $34,200; new esti-

mate: $55,310 

Courtland Oval 

Heavily used area of two open spaces used for 

fields 

Because of its uneven, rough playing surface with 

poor drainage, practices and games are not sched-

uled in this area 

Estimation of renovation has increased from 

$35,000 to $61,700 

Chesterton 

Small field of open space used for field sport activi-

ties for many years 

Initial recommendation to improve field was to 

provide flat playing surface 

Currently in playable condition 

Lowest priority for field repair as playing on this 

surface is safe 

Estimate of improvements has increased from 

$15,000 to $33,713 

 

 

Bidding Process for New Construction and Reno-

vations 

A recommendation that individual prices will be 

solicited for each projectôs components: 

-Shaker Blvd. median field construction 

-Courtland Oval field repair 

-Shaker Town Center field repair 

-Chesterton field repair 

-Shaker median field goal practice area construc-

tion 

Once bids are received and reviewed, staff will 

evaluate. 

Construction could start by 10/24/2007 with fields 

playable by summer 2008. 
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Alexander questioned whether the fields would main-

tain the improvements made. B. Murray stated redo-

ing the drainage and irrigation system should allevi-

ate current problems. 

II. Dog recreation area proposal 

A proposal of the off-leash dog recreation area (1000 

Paws) was distributed, although it was not an agenda 

item. D. Alexander thought an area had been desig-

nated. J. Chaikin reported that the mayor wants 

written support from surrounding neighbors before 

considering this for dogs. 

III. Walking Paths 

Asphalt paths near Horseshoe Lake along South Park 

Blvd. needed to be rebuilt because construction did 

not meet the cityôs specifications. All paths should be 

complete by mid-October. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

Patty Knoth, 491-0823  

 

Shaker Heights Library Board of Trustees 

Oct. 8, 2007 

 

Present: J. Allen, D. Hutt, K. McGovern (chairman), K. 

Miller, T. Schorgl, J. Shatten 

Absent: D. Whyte 

Also present: L. Dickinson, executive director; I. Pul-

ver, asst. director; D. Piskac, clerk-treasurer, S. Schiller, 

adult services manager 

Mr. McGovern called the meeting to order at 6:35 

p.m., and following the approval of the minutes of the 

September meeting, gave his presidentôs report. In 

order to allow the board more time to study the just-

completed final draft of the strategic plan (Shaker 

Heights Public Library Strategic Plan 2008-2010), he 

recommended that the board wait until the Novem-

ber meeting for its final action. By that time Jeanne 

Shattenôs narrative portion will have been added. 

The board agreed. 

 

The staff assessment and salary schedule assessment 

are already underway, the staff having had much op-

portunity for input. It may be desirable, he added, to 

engage an outside consultant to analyze and make 

recommendations relative to the compensation 

study. He further recommended that the timing for 

the levy renewal request be considered in relation to 

the possible money requests that may be on the bal-

lot by other municipal bodies. 

 

Mr. Piskac presented the financial statements, all of 

which were approved. He noted that the year-to-

date revenue was about $105,000 less than last 

yearôs, primarily due to the decrease in property tax 

revenue. He estimated an unexpended balance at 

the end of the year of about $600,000. The board 

approved the transfer of $2,265 from the Shaker 

Heights Public Library-Cleveland Foundation 

Fund, leaving slightly more than $18,000 in the fund 

available for 2008. 

 

Mr. Dickinson introduced Commander Michael 

Schwarber of the Shaker Heights Police Dept., who 

presented plans for the new patrol that will be inau-

gurated in the area of the Main Library. The posi-

tion was posted Sept. 27. The employee sought, 

Commander Schwarber said, will be someone with 

good communication skills who is familiar with the 

area. The employee will be walking and using radio 

communication. Sixteen hours of training is antici-

pated, emphasizing positive citizen contact and how 

to deal with situations that are not working out. 

Commander Schwarber stressed that the person 

will not be a police officer, but someone like the col-

lege students who worked as bike patrol in the sum-

mer; the new hire will be patrolling from 3 to 7 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday. 

 

Mr. Dickinson indicated that most area libraries 

wish to maintain the same formula for the distribu-

tion of local library funds, at least through 2008. 

Gifts to various funds totaling $225 were accepted. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

Evelyn Krent, 991-0802 
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Safety and Public Works Committee 

Sept. 21, 2007, 7:30 a.m. 

 

Committee chair R. Zimmerman; Council members 

B. Gleisser, A. Foster; citizen members Gregory 

Phillips, Randy Solganik, Timothy Lanese; CAO Jeri 

Chaikin, Chief of Police Walter Ugrinic, Assistant 

Fire Chief Kevin Jacobs 

 

The committee approved the minutes from the July 

20, 2007, meeting. 

 

City Recycling Activities 

Patti Speese, Business Services manager, presented 

an analysis of the cityôs recycling activities. Several 

communities have stopped portions of their recycling 

efforts, finding them not cost effective. Shakerôs 

analysis shows that recycling is cheaper than going to 

the landfill, notwithstanding the recycling costs. The 

city also takes into consideration the EPAôs effort to 

cut down on landfill space. 

 

The cost of refuse disposal for hauling and landfill 

has increased 30% ($7.60 per ton) over the past four 

years. Two dollars of the increase was due to an EPA 

disposal fee levied against solid waste collection and 

disposal. 

 

The net cost in 2005 to recycle was $122,257 vs. 

$244,638 if the city had sent the items to the landfill. 

In 2006 the net cost was $94,710 vs. $298,452 if sent 

to the landfill. Recycling costs include personnel and 

equipment. Shaker receives revenue from recycling 

brush/grass, paper, white goods and sandstone. 

 

The city is working to educate citizens through web-

site information and articles in Shaker Life. More 

efforts will be made to explain how recyclable items 

(except for grass and leaves) do not have to be sepa-

rated but can be co-mingled in plastic bags for collec-

tion by the city. Mr. Solganik asked whether recy-

cling misconceptions interfered with citizen partici-

pation. Mr. Boag believes that citizens are still learn-

ing what can be recycled and do not understand the 

cost-effectiveness of recycling. Asked whether the 

city had considered partnering with other cities, Mr. 

Boag said Shaker was more advanced because it has a 

transfer station, which reduces the cost of transport. 

 

Larchmere Boulevard Traffic Change 

The City received a grant from the Northeast Ohio Are-

awide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) to resurface a 

section of Larchmere Blvd. (from North Moreland to 

South Park Blvd.). The grant pays for 80% of the cost up 

to $302,993 and the city is responsible for the remaining 

20%, or approximately $75,748. The grant is restricted 

by compliance with ODOT standards, which requires a 

minimum of 11 feet per lane. Currently Larchmere has 

two 10-foot lanes (in each direction) and allows on-street 

parking. ODOT considers the undersized lanes a safety 

hazard, especially with on-street parking. The city could 

meet the standards by eliminating the striping, giving 

Larchmere one 20-foot-wide lane in each direction, and 

by eliminating on-street parking during morning and 

afternoon rush hour. If the city does not comply with the 

ODOT changes, the grant will only pay for half of the 

project. Neither the Public Works department nor the 

Police department objects to the modifications. 

 Questioned about the impact on residents, Mr. 

Boag said there were about 20 homes in the area and 

very little rush-hour parking. The committee discussed 

asking residents for input before the recommendations 

are implemented. A letter will be sent and if no signifi-

cant objections are heard from residents, the committee 

will recommend that the city comply with ODOTôs re-

quirements. 

Contract Recommendations 

The committee approved the award of three contracts: 

To Nerone and Sons for $116,470 for relining the cul-

vert at North Park Blvd. and Eaton Road. While 

not the lowest bid, the project is unique in that 

the city will be relining instead of replacing the 

culvert and Nerone and Sons is experienced in 

this type of project. 

To DLZ for $31,844 for quality-control inspection 

services for the Milverton/ Drexmore roads reha-

bilitation project. The quote is within the cityôs 

budget. 

To DLZ for $189,130 for construction inspection for 

South Woodland area infrastructure improve-

ments. 

Fire Department Update 

Assistant Fire Chief Jacobs reported an extremely active 

year, with a 95% increase in actual fire calls. In August 

there was one fatality, three citizen injuries and three 
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firefighter injuries. The national average for Prior-

ity 1 calls (emergencies with life-threatening poten-

tial) is under 6 minutes 61% of the time. Shakerôs 

Fire departmentôs average response time is under 5 

minutes 87% of the time. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 a.m. 

Anne Williams, 751-7911 

 

 

Safety and Public Works Committee 

Oct. 19, 2007, 7:30 a.m. 

Committee chair R. Zimmerman; Council members 

B. Gleisser, A. Foster; citizen members Gregory 

Phillips, Randy Solganik, Timothy Lanese; CAO 

Jeri Chaikin, Chief of Police Walter Ugrinic, Chief 

of Fire Don Barnes 

 

The committee approved the minutes from the Sept. 

21, 2007, meeting. 

 

Larchmere Boulevard Traffic Change 

The resurfacing of Larchmere Boulevard between 

North Moreland and South Park will begin in July 

2008 and continue until the end of the year. As dis-

cussed at the last Public Works committee meeting, 

the project is made possible by a grant from the 

Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency 

(NOACA). The road will operate with one 20-foot-

wide lane on each side and rush-hour parking will 

be prohibited. The residents of Larchmere were no-

tified by letter and given the opportunity to ask 

questions prior to this meeting. 

 

Recycling Update 

At recycling awareness day on Oct. 13 there was a 

substantial turnout by Shaker citizens. Mr. Boag 

noted that the city receives $40 per ton for paper. 

The city is always looking for ways to recycle and 

will continue to work to make recycling easier for 

residents. The city will host computer round-ups on 

April 12-13 and 19-20 and Aug. 16-17 and 23-24, 

2008; and a household hazardous waste round-up on 

April 26-27 and May 3-4, 2008. 

Bedford Heights Jail Contract 

Upon the proposal of the Shaker Heights Police depart-

ment, the committee agreed to recommend that the city 

re-enter into a jail contract with the city of Bedford 

Heights for prisoner housing services. The city cur-

rently operates a jail facility that can house up to 12 

prisoners, but itôs not a full-service facility. The city 

cannot keep prisoners longer than 12 days; beyond 

that, the city must contract with another facility to 

house prisoners. The Bedford contract is for $75 per 

day (to increase to $80 Jan. 1, 2008, and $85 July 1, 

2008). The city also has contracts with the cities of 

Euclid ($100 per day), North Royalton ($90 per day), 

Maple Heights ($85 per day) and Solon ($80). 

LaSondra McNeal-Davis, 752-0667 

 

Shaker Heights City Council  

Oct. 22, 2007 

Present: Mayor Judy Rawson; Council members Al 

Foster, Earl Leiken, Nancy Moore, Lynn Ruffner, Rob 

Zimmerman, Brian Gleisser, Earl Williams 

 

Also present: Margaret Cannon, Law director; Jeri 

Chaikin, CAO; Joyce Braverman, Planning director; 

John Lehman, Finance director; Walter Ugrinic, Police 

chief; William Gruber, chief counsel; Patrick Camp-

bell, Economic Development director; Frank J. Miozzi, 

Information Technology; Bill Murray, Thornton Park 

& Facilities manager 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. The min-

utes of the regular meeting of Sept. 24, 2007, were ap-

proved. There was no public comment on agenda items. 

Ms. Braverman announced that Horseshoe Lake im-

provements are nearly complete. Also, she said that 

residency has been approved for the first units at Ava-

lon Station and the first owners should be moving in by 

November. 

 

Grant for Streetscape Improvements for Winslow 

Road: Unanimously, Council authorized the application 

for and acceptance of 2008 Certified Local Government 

Grant funds in the amount of $12,804 for a historic preser-

vation streetscape plan for the Winslow Road Historic Dis-

trict.1 



 

 

Housing and Urban Development when no matching funds 

from the City are required.1 The Law Dept. was granted 

blanket authority to apply for and receive the funds for the 

Cityôs Fair Housing Program (when no matching funds are 

required by the City). 

 

Property Tax Rates for 2007: Unanimously, Council ap-

proved authorizing a tax rate resolution for tax year 2007 

(collection year 2008) as submitted by the Cuyahoga 

County Auditor.1 The cityôs property tax rate has remained 

unchanged since 1993 because the city has not issued any 

new vote-approved debt since then, according to a memo 

from Mr. Lehman. These rates were determined by the 

Cuyahoga County Budget Commission. 

Addition to the posted agenda: 

 

Cable franchise Fees Approved to maintain Status Quo: 
Unanimously, Council approved an ordinance to establish 

franchise fees for cable TV operators and any new video 

service providers, such as AT&T, in order to be able to 

continue receiving such revenues due to a new State law 

and to maintain the educational channel provided to the 

school system. 

1 previously approved by the Finance committee. 
2.previously approved by the Safety and Public Works 

committee 

Council work session Nov. 12  will include a discussion 

about predatory lending. The Nov. 26 Council meeting 

will be a joint meeting with the city Finance committee to 

talk about the 2008 budget. 

There was no public comment on non-agenda items. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. The next regular 

Council meeting is scheduled for Nov. 26, 2007, at 7:30 

p.m. 

Julianna Johnston Senturia, 921-5413 

 

 

 

 

Brookside Lawn Service, Inc. Wins Bid for Field 

Work: Unanimously, Council approved accepting a bid 

and authorizing a contract with Brookside Lawn Service, 

Inc., as the lowest and best bidder in the amount of 

$346,713 for construction of the Shaker Boulevard me-

dian fields and renovation of the Shaker Town Center, 

Chesterton and Courtland Oval fields. 

 

Housing for Excess Prisoners on an As-Needed Basis: 

Unanimously, Council approved authorizing a contract 

with the city of Bedford Heights for prisoner housing ser-

vices for the period Jan. 1, 2008, through Dec. 31, 2008.1, 

2 

 

Grant for Police Work that Impacts Drug Trafficking 

on Interstate 80 & Ohio Turnpike: Unanimously, 

Council approved accepting an original grant award in the 

amount of $3,208,000 and an additional grant award in 

the amount of $75,000 for the High Intensity Drug Traf-

ficking Area (HIDTA), and amending the annual appro-

priation ordinance to reflect the additional $75,000. 

 

City to apply for Grants to Meet Accessibility Man-

dates: Unanimously, Council approved authorizing the 

City to apply for and accept Cuyahoga County 2008 

Community Development Block Grant funds in the 

amounts of $325,000 and $100,000 for accessibility im-

provements to City facilities.1 If awarded, the funds will 

pay for work required pursuant to the settlement agree-

ment in the lawsuit of Kramer v. City of Shaker Heights, 

according to a memo from Ms. Braverman. She is opti-

mistic about the Cityôs chances to receive at least the 

lower grant amount. 

 

New Digital Copier Contract to Save City $3,000 a 

month: Unanimously, Council approved authorizing a 

contract with an Ohio Department of Administrative Ser-

vices vendor that provides the lowest and best proposal 

for digital copiers for various City departments.1  The new 

equipment will be more reliable, bring new functionality 

and cost significantly less, according to Mr. Miozzi. 

 

Cityôs Law Department Granted Authority to Apply 

for HUD Grants: Unanimously, Council approved en-

acting a new ordinance authorizing the application and 

acceptance of fair housing grants from the U.S. Dept. of 
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Thank you!  

UPS Store  

and Heinenõs located at 

Shaker Town  

Center   

for their ongoing  

support.  

 

Note of Program Change:  

 

LWV-SH & PTO Council regretfully  

announce the postponement of our 
upcoming Parent Forum with speaker 

Susan Tave Zelman, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction for Ohio, due to a fam-
ily illness. It was originally scheduled for 

Wednesday, November 7th.  

 

Based on our historical and ongoing interest in community planning issues and expansion of the 

Cityôs tax base while maintaining the integrity of surrounding residential areas, we have created a 

new Economic Development Committee.  The committee is open to all interested members and will 

look first at a large project area in the City:  The planning and implementation of the Warrensville 

/Chagrin/Van Aken projects, including the University Hospitals, Inc. site and the process of develop-

ing a plan for the area. 

 

Experience with the issues is welcome but is not required.  The details of the committee, including 

how often and when to meet, will be further refined at the first few meetings of the group.  The first 

meeting will take place Tuesday, November 13th 1:45pm-3:15pm at Juliannaôs house.  

 

First Thursday  Forums                     
Sponsored by                            

LWV Cleveland Area                        

       LWV Cuyahoga Area                    

LWV Shaker Heights 

Thursday, December 13, 7:00 PM   

"New Era in Transportation - New Ideas, New 

Technology"  

Thursday, March 6, 2008, 7:00 PM  

ñPower!  Water, Wind and Solar in        North-

east Ohio"  

 

Thursday, April 3, 2008  

 

"A New Generation of Global Citizens: the 

Green Revolution"  

 

 

All  Forums are held at  
Trinity Commons, 2230 Euclid Ave.  



 

 

 The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active 

participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

 

League of Women Voters  

2902 Manchester Road  

Shaker Heights OH  44122  

 

 Educate.  Advocate.   

Participate 

SHAKER HEIGHTS VOTER 

Now available by email. 

Help LWVSH save valuable resources and sign up now to  

receive your copy via email. 

Send a note to annewill@aol.com and the next Voter  

will arrive in your online mailbox. 

 November 2007                Shaker Heights Voter 


