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Top Ten Things You Can Do to Get Involved
How You Can Make a Difference in Our Community This Year

Congratulations to the nominating committee on their hard work
putting together a motivated leadership team for the coming year. The new
and returning board and cabinet members have more than 100 years of
combined experience in the League.

As one of the first orders of business, we hope to pick up on themes
from the past two board retreats and follow through with some of those
great ideas. By taking to time for brainstorming, training & issue
education within our board meetings (which are always open to all
members), we'll be able to have a clearer sense of our objectives for the
year, and have the tools to accomplish them.

We want to both honor tradition and keep an open mind to different
ways of getting tasks accomplished. At our recent Annual Meeting, during
the section where members give direction to the board for the coming year
of the areas they’d like to see addressed, one of the themes included
communicating with and involving members. How can we do these things
better? What changes can we make to our newsletter that would make it
more interesting or readable? How do you get your information—can we
do more by email or via our website? The direction to the board goes on
long after the Annual Meeting.

Please don’t hesitate to pass on ideas, questions or suggestions at
any time during the year. We appreciate all kinds of members and
supporters-- availability naturally varies depending on what is happening
in our lives. Maybe this is the year that you will 1) attend a forum; 2) chair
a committee; 3) observe the Board of Education meetings; 4) register voters
one afternoon; S) help with a mailing; 6) make a financial contribution; 7)
write an article for the newsletter; 8) host an event at your home; 9) help
with our Voter’s Guide for the local elections; 10) contact one of us for
more information!

Julianna Johnston Senturia Anne Williams
Co-President Co-President
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May, June 2007
May 25 LWVSH Board Meeting
June 8 LWVSH Cabinet Meeting
June 19 Climate Change Forum
June 20 LWVCA Town Hall
June 22 LWYVSH Board Meeting

Future Events
September 18: Belle Sherwin Luncheon to benefit the
LWYV Voter Information Center

LWV-SH MEETING LOCATIONS AND REFERENCE
o Cabinet meetings held at 2902 Manchester Road at 9:30 a.m. all are welcome

o Board meetings are held on the 2nd floor of the Main Library and begin at 9:30 a.m. All LWSH
members are encouraged to attend meetings.

e City Club of Cleveland- (CCoC) 621-0082, Programs begin at noon.
¢ Cleveland Council on World Affairs, CCWA ccwa@ccwa.org, 216 781 3730.

The Leagues of Women Voters of
Cleveland Area, Cuyahoga Area and Shaker Heights
Present Dr. Eric Schreiber with

A FORUM ON CLIMATE CHANGE

Tuesday, June 19, 2007 7:00-9:00 pm

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, 2600 South Park Boulevard,
Cleveland

This event is free and open to the public.

For further information, contact Jean Koznarek. 216-371-1205
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OBSERVER REPORTS

Board of Zoning Appeals and City
Planning Commission
April 4, 2007

Present: J. Braverman, Dir., Planning and
Development; D. Feinstein, Sr. Planner;
W.Gruber, Asst. Dir. of Law; J. Rawson, Mayor;
N. Moore, Council member; D. Bergholz and
David Hartt, citizen members.

Absent: K. Madison, citizen member.

Mayor Rawson called the meeting to order at
7:30 p.m.

Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA)

The first public hearing was on the request of an
Aberdeen Road resident for a variance to the
fence location and height regulations on a corner
lot at Aberdeen and Fernway roads. A 4-foot-tall
wood picket fence is proposed, although code
allows a fence height of only 3 feet on a corner
side yard. This is to be located 9 feet behind the
Fernway Road sidewalk and behind existing 5-
foot-tall evergreen trees. It is to enclose the side
yard and return along the front entrance
walkway. The request was approved with the
condition of additional landscaping along the
western side of the fence, as approved by
Planning Department staff.

The second public hearing was on a request on
behalf of Laurel School to build a playground
and install a fence as part of a playground
master plan to serve early childhood and
primary school children. A variance is needed to
the height of a recreational structure and to the
location of a fence to enclose the playground. In
the presentation, it was explained that neighbors
had been contacted, with the exception of one
who had been unavailable and later expressed
some concern over the plan. After a detailed
presentation of the full landscape and

playground proposal, the request was approved
with the conditions: (1) that the applicant work
to accommodate the concerns of the neighbor,
and (2) that the position and orientation of
colored end-panels of the playground structures
be revised so that they are less visible to
neighbors, subject to approval by Planning
Department staff.

A representative of Sprint-Nextel then
explained a request on behalf of Shaker Heights
Housing Associates for a variance to accessory
structure location in order to construct a
cellular antennae equipment building to serve
proposed antennae that will be located on the
roof of Campbell Court Apartments. The
building would be in the rear corner of the
property, 3 feet from the property line rather
than the required 10 feet. This was approved
with the condition of additional evergreen trees
around the equipment building.

City Planning Commission (CPC)

A public hearing was then held on the request of
Rite Aid, 20405 Chagrin Blvd., for a
modification to a Conditional Use Permit and
sign variance for the existing drive-through
pharmacy. A Conditional Use Permit was
approved for the existing free-standing drive-
through when the building was developed in
1996. The applicant has discovered that
customers do not accept the remote drive-
through, preferring face-to-face contact, and so
now proposes to reconfigure the structure,
incorporating the drive-through into a current
window of the building. The existing free-
standing drive-through island is to be
landscaped. Also, a variance is needed to add
two new signs to a new cloth canopy. Much
discussion ensued over the traffic pattern
throughout the site, including the Warrensville
Center Road entrance, and the request was
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continued in order to resolve the issues. A
Conditional Use Permit requires Council
confirmation.

The final public hearing began at 8:30 p.m. and
attracted many residents. The issue was the
request of the City for approval to implement
improvements to public land: Phase 1 of the
Horseshoe Lake Park Master Plan. It calls for
two new pavilion structures and a children’s
natural play area. Several paths and a
boardwalk will connect the features of the
interior of the park and cross the wetlands to
connect to South Park Boulevard. A new asphalt
trail is also planned from the park entrance on
Park Drive along South Park following the edge
of the trees and connecting with the path across
the lake dam. A review of improvements to
public land is required. J. Braverman gave an
overview of the project before turning the
meeting over to James McKnight, landscape
architect in charge of the project. A number of
residents then spoke, some to stress the
importance of a particular issue, but all very
favorable about the plan and the careful process
that had been employed in its development. As
CPC member Hartt commented, this is a fine
example of where citizen participation in a
project has worked. ouncil action is required.

The hearing adjourned at 9:15 p.m.
Lucille Mayne, 491-9161

Landmark Commission
Public Hearing, April 11, 2007

Present: Councilman Brian Gleisser, chairman;
members Jan Devereaux, Nancy Kennedy, Irwin
Lowenstein, Ron Reed

Absent: Sarah Beimers

Also present: William Gruber, chief counsel; Joyce

Braverman, director of City Planning; Stacy
Pfau, Planning Dept. staff planner

At 7:07 p.m., Mr. Gleisser introduced the
members of the Commission and reviewed the
timeline of events that led to this public
hearing to consider the designation of
Winslow Road as a historic district. Printed
copies of FAQs about historic districting and
of the Historic District Designation Report
prepared for the City by its Planning Dept.
and Taylor & Taylor Associates, a consulting
firm, were available for the 25 people who
attended the hearing. Mr. Gleisser also
explained that the Commission would vote at
its April 25 meeting on whether or not to
recommend designation to City Council.

The hearing was then opened. More than a
dozen people spoke to the Commission, and a
few of them more than once. Otfried
Niedermaier, president of St. Peter’s Church,
repeated his previous request that the
church’s property be exempted from the
historic district. He said he sees designation as
a financial burden to his small congregation
and doesn’t want the church to be
“excessively hampered by historic
designation.”

A representative of St. Dominic’s Church,
however, said that church supports
designation, and Jane Busch, who advised the
Landmark Commission in 2004 when the
City’s historic preservation ordinance was
updated, explained that St. Peter’s or any
property owner in the district could apply for
a certificate of economic hardship if the cost
of planned improvements were too high
because of district requirements.

Several Winslow Road residents spoke in
support of designation and some said that
most residents who were not at the hearing
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also supported it. One resident was concerned
that more people had not responded to the City’s
written request for input, but another said that
designation “can’t decrease value.” Still another
added that “anything that can make an
improvement I’m all for.” Other Winslow
residents, while supporting designation and
urging that the process move along, said the City
had to understand that designation alone would
not improve the street, that residents also need
help from the Police and Public Works depts.,
and that the process for homeowners had to be
open and easily understood.

The hearing closed at 7:57 p.m. Mr. Gleisser
then explained that while the City’s goal is to see
the street “maintained and improved,” it would
not force owners to make improvements. But if
owners want to make any improvements, they
would have to receive approval from both the
Architectural Board of Review and the
Landmark Commission. Ms. Devereaux said that
the Landmark Commission “will iron out the
process for joint review” to help owners who
want to make improvements.

Finance Committee
April 16, 2007

Members present: E. Leiken, chairman; B.
Gleisser, N. Moore, E. Williams, L. Lalley,

M. Cenedella, T. Campbell

Also present: Mayor J. Rawson, J. Chaikin, J.
Lehman, B. Boag, M. Gavin-Wagner, Frank Miozzi

The minutes of the March 16 meeting were
approved. The following agenda items were also
approved:

The Health Dept.’s request to increase vaccine
administration fees from $10 to $12

After receiving seven proposals, Public Works
will contract with GPD/ACLA Construction,

paying $43 per hour for construction
inspection services and $82 per hour for
construction administrative fees. The
company will provide onsite construction
services for various city projects, including
street resurfacing, waterline installation
and manhole separation projects. Public
Works will also purchase a new mower to
replace one with a blown engine.

Human Resources Director Mary Gavin-
Wagner reported that police dispatchers had
negotiated a new three-year contract that will
provide a one-time equity adjustment in
salary and annual cost-of-living increases of
2.75%, 3.25% and 3% for 2007-09. A new
provision also mandates that employees may
not have visible tattoos or facial body
piercings while they are on duty and in
uniform.

Finance Director Lehman presented three
proposed ordinances for the transfer of funds
for Community Life, Neighborhood
Revitalization and Public Works. (The Public
Works transfer includes the aforementioned
lawnmower.)

Mr. Lehman also reminded the committee
that in May 2006 the city issued $2.55 million
in one-year notes to be used for various
purposes. The 2007 budget authorizes
$785,000 to partially pay down the principal
amount of the notes coming due and the 2006
note interest. Authorization to issue a new
note totaling $1,765,000 will be sent to
Council for consideration at its April meeting.
Lehman is recommending these one-year
notes be publicly advertised. This is consistent
with Shaker Heights issuance protocol, and
the transaction should be publicly open to
firms doing business with the City.
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At the March meeting, the committee asked Mr.
Lehman for information about income tax
refunds and rebates, investment reserve policy,
cash controls and annual events that may have
driven expenditures and revenues, and MUNIS,
a financial and information management and
accounting system. The system was purchased in
the fall of 2004, when it was anticipated to be
running by January 2005. However, the Finance
Dept.’s loss of three accountants made this
deadline impossible to achieve. Lehman
explained that the current accounting system,
CMLI, is supported and maintained by RITA, but
RITA will not support CMI as of June 30.
However, RITA has agreed to support Shaker’s
CMI until the new system is up and running. He
recommended Jan. 8, 2008, as the start date. He
presented a detailed account of the two systems’
capabilities in 23 areas. The MUNIS included all;
the CMI, none. He also provided a list of
frequently asked questions and answers about
the new system.

The last item presented by Mr. Lehman was the
2007 first quarter fiscal review. The General
Fund collection through March 31 totaled
$10,626,042, 28.36% of the budgeted revenues
for the year. Property tax was $3,694,900, and
designated revenues totaled $903,774. On March
31, there was an excess of revenue to
expenditures of $31,154, and the General Fund
ending balance was $8,675,357.

Dept. of Information Director F. Miozzi and
Human Resourses Director M. Gavin-Wagner
submitted their Action Plans for 2006 and
Projected Plans for 2007. The 2006 reports listed
the intended projects for the year and the actual
outcome of each category. The 2007 plans listed
the activities planned for this year.

Barbara Luton, 752-5137

Shaker Heights Library Board of
Trustees
April 16, 2007

Present: J. Allen; D. Hutt; K. McGovern, chair;
K. Miller; J. Shatten; D. Whyte

Absent: T. Schorgl

Also present: L. Dickinson, executive director; I.
Pulver, asst. director; D. Piskac, clerk-treasurer;
L. Miller, branch manager

Ken McGovern called the meeting to order at
6:30 p.m. Following the administration of the
oath of office to the new board members,
Judith Allen and David Hutt, the regular
business meeting proceeded with the approval
of the minutes of the March meeting.
Resolutions of commendation for retiring
board members Emma Benning and Mimi
Karon were read with expressions of
appreciation for their service.

Jeanne Shatten reported on the well-attended
strategic planning community meeting the
previous week. About 60 people participated,
representing a good cross-section of the
community except for teenagers and residents
in their 20s. The strategic planning committee
met again two days later to discuss its top six
priorities. The board’s consultant will return
to the city in June to focus on setting goals and
objectives.

Joanne Federman, director of the Shaker
Family Center, presented an overview of the
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Center’s relationship to the Library, focusing on
the Play and Learn Station at Main, which is
now almost 10 years old. Its mission is to prepare
children for kindergarten, with parents and
children learning together. Its programs are
marketed to families whose young children are
not attending formal preschools. Two rooms at
the Library are designated for the program, one
focusing on very young children from birth to 18
months, the other on toddlers. About 15,000
visits were recorded this year.

Mr. Piskac presented the March 31, 2007,
financial statements, which were approved. Also
approved was his recommendation that a local
history credit card be authorized for purchases
up to $500.

Mr. Dickinson noted in his report that Library
circulation is showing an increase. He explained
in detail the budget situation in Columbus. The
governor is proposing a small decrease in library
funding, but a 0.9% increase in 2008 and a 0.6%
increase in 2009. A hearing is scheduled soon in
Columbus, and Mr. Dickinson is hoping that
larger increases will be approved following the
hearing. (The task force had recommended a 3%
increase.) Local property taxes represent 62% of
the Library’s total revenue.

The Board, as in the past, adopted a resolution in
conjunction with Fair Housing Month. It also
authorized the sale of surplus library furniture
and equipment and accepted gifts totaling $85 to
designated funds. The meeting adjourned at 7:45
p.-m.

Evelyn Krent, 991-0802

Neighborhood Revitalization Meeting
April 18. 2007

Present: Brian Gleisser, chair; Marguerite Bibb,
Norman Bliss, Matthew Lehman, Julia McGovern
Voyzey, Nancy Moore, and Robert O’Neal

Also Present: Jeri Chaiken, CAO; Kamla Lewis,
Director of Neighborhood Revitalization; William
Hanson, Director of Housing Inspection; James
Ziegler, Director of Building; and Jayme Lucas,
Neighborhood Revitalization staff

Ms. Lewis opened the meeting by saying that
the focus of this session would be on a proposal
to declare 44 residential properties public
nuisances and to take action to abate these
nuisance conditions should the owners or lien
holders of record fail to do so.

As of this meeting, 28 (63.6%) of the properties
are in foreclosure or have been sold back to the
lender at sheriff’s sale; 23 (52.3%) are
currently vacant; 15 (34.1%) are owner-
occupied; 6 (13.6%) are rentals.

To date, the property owners have failed to
make needed exterior repairs. If the proposal is
approved, they will be given 30 days to make
specified repairs, and if the repairs are not
completed within that time, the city can
contract out for the work. The estimated cost of
all nuisance abatement work on these 44
properties is approximately $800,000; however,
over the years the city has had to do the work in
only about 60% of the cases. Therefore, it is
expected that the actual cost will be
considerably less. If the city does have the work
done, the property owners will be charged for
the total cost of the work, including a 22%
administrative fee.

This nuisance abatement program has had
tremendous success, according to city officials,
and has prompted some property owners to do
the work themselves. Once neighbors see that
repairs are being made, they have more
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confidence in the neighborhood. All of the work
on properties cited last year has been completed.

Ms. Bibb asked how the properties are brought
to the attention of the Inspection Department.
Mr. Hanson said that the department keeps an
ongoing list of properties reported. They may be
vacant or bank-owned or may have violations
but the owner does not have the resources to
correct them. A first assessment is based on the
exterior appearance of the property. After that,
the department looks at violation status and the
likelihood that repairs will be made in the short
term. The process does not preclude the owners’
getting assistance themselves to make the repairs
or from refinancing. This process is the last
resort after exhausting all other procedures.

Mr. Bliss asked about security of these
properties. Mr. Hanson responded that if the
house is not secure—there has been trespassing
or thieves, etc.—the department will contact the
owner to secure the house or call a company that
can do the work.

Mr. Hanson then gave a slide demonstration of
the 44 houses proposed for the nuisance
property abatement process and indicated the
number of violations each one had.

After the presentation, Mr. Hanson asked the
committee to approve the recommendation to
declare the 44 properties public nuisances and to
take action to abate those nuisance conditions
should the owners or lien holders of record fail
to do so. The vote to approve was unanimous.

The only other item on the agenda was the issue
of procuring contractors for emergency nuisance
abatement work. If there are conditions that
may affect people’s health or the structure of a
property, the department has addressed the
problem on an ad hoc basis. Because this has not
been sufficient, there is a need to create a plan

for a situation that warrants an immediate
response. At the present time, there is no
mechanism to deal with a situation after hours if it
is found that a property is not secure.

Mr. Hanson would like to issue an RFP for
contractors who would be available 24 hours a day
to deal with emergencies, such as unlocked doors,
open or broken windows and emergency roof
repairs. He asked for a motion to approve the
issuance of an RFP. The motion was passed.

New Business

Mr. Gleisser mentioned the recent New York Times
article that discussed the foreclosure problem in
Shaker Heights. He has asked Leslie Groden,
director of Communications and Qutreach, to
respond to the Times.

As there was no further business, the meeting was
adjourned. The next meeting will be Wednesday,
May 16, at 7:30 p.m.

Nora Kancelbaum, 283-2562

Safety and Public Works Committee
April 20, 2007

Present: Council members: Chair R. Zimmerman, B.
Gleisser, Al Foster; Citizen members: J. Brady, G.
Phillips; Mayor J. Rawson, Police Chief W. Urgrinic,
Fire Chief D. Barnes, Dir. Public Works B. Boag, Asst.
Dir. Public Works W. May, CAO J. Chaikin

R. Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:35
a.m. The Committee approved the minutes of the
Jan. 19 and Feb. 16, 2007, meetings. The minutes of
the March 9, 2007, meeting were accepted (no
quorum was present at that meeting).

Bill Boag, Director of Public Works, presented a
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proposal to hire a construction inspection
consultant to provide onsite inspection for
various City projects, including the street-
resurfacing program. The $1.8-million
resurfacing project involves 22 streets and is
slated to begin April 30. GPD Group/ACIA
submitted the recommended bid, specifying a
cost of $43 per hour for construction inspection
and $82 per hour for construction and contract
administration fees, for a total capped amount
of $32,000. The consultant will oversee the
quantity and quality of material used and all
work being performed, from preparation of the
base to completion of the curbs. Mr. Boag
explained that the GPD bid was not the lowest
nor highest, but that the company has the most
extensive experience. The City’s full-time
inspector is finishing up at Thornton Park and
is not available to be onsite for the street
resurfacing project. The Committee approved
the proposal for submission to City Council.

The Committee next approved a request from
the Public Works Committee for a new mower
at the cost of $12,000. The Finance Committee
approved the request on April 16, 2007.

Chief Ugrinic submitted the Police Department
2007 Action Plan. The plan identifies specific
targets and goals in the following areas:

Crime Control: To provide for the successful
disposition of criminal cases occurring within the
City through effective investigation and
prosecution, utilizing community resources as an
alternative to the juvenile justice system, covert
surveillance techniques to apprehend perpetrators,
and support services to victims and witnesses.

Crime Suppression: To encourage an
environment in which citizens feel safe and secure
in their homes and upon City streets by providing a
timely response to calls for service and efficient

and high-caliber police service for maximum
protection of the public.

Discussion: This includes a new goal of meeting
response times of 3 minutes to Priority 1 calls and 6
minutes to Priority 2 calls. The State-required
emergency response plan is being reviewed. All
schools, public and private, and some daycare
facilities have to have homeland security drills
approved by the Police chief.

Safety Patrol: To insure all designated school
crossings are maintained according to school activity
days and to provide educational safety awareness
programs to preschool children.

Metered Parking: To control the parking on City
streets and in municipal parking lots by maintaining
parking meters in operational status and enforcing the
City ordinances regulating parking meters.

Jail Holding Facility: To operate a full-service jail
facility in compliance with all of the applicable
standards of the State of Ohio Bureau of Adult
Detention.

Auxiliary Services: To provide accurate and
courteous responses to public inquires, to assist other
bureaus and units to achieve their goals by providing
accurate and timely clerical, statistical and technical
service, to provide an effective liaison with other
government agencies, and to reduce the harm to the
public from illegal activity through the issuance of
licenses and permits.

Police Administration: To manage the overall
operations of the Police Department in an efficient and
effective manner that is responsive to the needs of the
community, while maintaining a staff of quality
personnel who are kept up-to-date through annual
training programs.

Discussion: This includes new goals of: 1)
administering departmental operations effectively,
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with emphasis on the housing program, edge
strategies (Shaker Square area of school district),
the Shaker Towne Centre plan, and the safe city
goal); and 2) provide a report on use of force/
threat on a semiannual basis that will include a
review of the use of tasers by the department.

Traffic Signal Sign Maintenance: To facilitate the
smooth, safe and orderly flow of traffic and oversee
the upcoming installation of a modern system of
traffic control.

Discussion: Mr. Foster reported complaints about
the failure of the traffic signals to respond to small
motorcycles or bicycles. Chief Ugrinic explained
that the Traffic Signalization project is still under
the authority of the ODOT contractor and certain
difficulties are being worked out. The plastic bags
covering some of the signals to keep the lights clear
of snow are not permanent and will be removed
when the project goes to the City. The chief
anticipates that the project will be turned over in
May or June 2007 once the issues involving the
RTA are resolved.

Chief Ugrinic also reported that serious crime for
the first quarter of 2007 is down 42% from 2006.

Mr. Gleisser commented that the technical side of
police and fire response is good, but noted the
great demand for information citizens. He asked
how information on street incidents was shared
with residents; is it possible to send out a blast
email or cell phone notice? The chief said that the
main communication method is through
neighborhood organizations such as the Onaway
block watch. The department does not have the
resources or ability to immediately communicate to
the entire City. The chief reiterated the necessity
that residents be vigilant of neighborhood activity,
report rumors and get clarification from the police
department.

In response to a question, the chief said that he was
satisfied with the working of the intersections

where traffic lights had been removed. The three
accidents at the South Park/Coventry intersection
were due to the failure of the driver to stop at the
second stop sign when proceeding west on South
Park. The cost of reinstalling a traffic light is
approximate $250,000. The City will be getting
large street-name signs in 2008 and the City is
deciding on the design. A presentation will be
forthcoming in the fall.

The next meeting is Friday, May 18, in Council
Chambers. The meeting was adjourned at 8:50
a.m.

Anne Williams, 751-7911

Landmark Commission
April 25, 2007

Present: Councilman Brian Gleisser, chairman,;
members Sarah Beimers, Jan Devereaux, Nancy
Kennedy, Ron Reed

Also present: Stacy Pfau, planner, Planning Dept.

Mr. Gleisser called the meeting to order at 7:36
p-m. Ms. Pfau and Mr. Gleisser summarized the
April 11 public hearing on designating Winslow
Road a historic district. They also mentioned that
one of the Winslow Road neighborhood groups
had gathered signatures supporting designation.
Residents and owners are more concerned about
“onerous” standards than anything else, but Mr.
Gleisser said he is comfortable that the ordinance
is written so that the City can work with any owner
who is having financial difficulties meeting the
standards. He also recommended that a brochure
or at least a letter be created explaining historic
districting and designation guidelines, and that a
clear line of communication be established between
Winslow Road residents and City staff.

Otfried Niedermaier, who was at the meeting and
had requested as president of St. Peter’s Church
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that the Commission exempt the church from
the district, was told by the Commission that
designation would not harm the church—that in
planning its expansion it is under no obligation
to build a “historic new structure.” The goal is
to “stop design bleeding,” to prevent damage to
the intrinsic fabric of the historic architecture
on the street—e.g., to maintain leaded glass
windows, slate roofs and brick facades.

The Commission then voted unanimously to
recommend to City Council that Winslow Road
be designated a historic district. Council is
expected to see this on its regular meeting
agenda in May.

In other business, the Commission decided to
delay its annual presentation of Preservation
Awards until the fall and may plan a special
event for the purpose; a Commission retreat is
planned for sometime in June.

Marcia Goldberg, 321-1840

Board of Zoning Appeals and City
Planning Commission

May 1, 2007

Present: J. Braverman, Dir., Planning and
Development; D. Feinstein, Sr. Planner;
W.Gruber, Asst. Dir. of Law; J. Rawson,
Mayor; N. Moore, Council member; K.
Madison, D. Bergholz and David Hartt , citizen
members

Mayor Rawson called the meeting to order at
7:30 p.m.

Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA)

The public hearings began with a request on

behalf of the City School District for a variance to
construction-dumpster location for both the high
school auditorium renovation and the cafeteria
addition. The proposed location for the
auditorium dumpster is adjacent to the
auditorium rather than the required 20 feet from
the property line. Two other construction
dumpsters are proposed to be adjacent to the
cafeteria addition. In response to the BZA’s
concern about the placement of the dumpsters,
the members were assured that the dumpsters
would be emptied frequently and that their
location had been approved by the fire chief. The
variance was approved on condition that the
dumpsters be on site only during active
construction of each project and not past April
30, 2008.

City Planning Commission (CPC)

A continuation of a public hearing was then held
on a request on behalf of Rite Aid, 20405 Chagrin
Blvd., for a modification to a Conditional Use
Permit and sign variance for the existing drive-
through pharmacy. The case had been continued
from the meeting of April 4 in order to resolve
the traffic pattern on the site. A revised drive-
through exit and a detailed signage plan were
submitted. A Conditional Use Permit had been
approved for the existing free-standing drive-
through when the building was developed in
1996. The present proposal is to eliminate that
structure and incorporate the drive-through into
an existing window of the building. A new drawer
unit and canopy are to be installed. Also, a
variance is needed for two new signs on the
canopy. The existing drive-through island will be
landscaped. Much of the discussion centered on
entrance to and from Warrensville Center Road,
and a condition of the CPC/BZA’s approval was
that a bump-out curb be enlarged as much as
possible. A Conditional Use Permit requires
Council confirmation.
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Rosie Craig, local member of LWVSH and LWVO
Gun Control Specialist wrote the following article
for LWVO Statehouse Day 2007.

Who in Ohio shall have a gun?
It is the government’s job to promote the general
welfare. What should Ohio be doing to keep its
citizens safe from gun violence? Since the1930’s,
federal law has prohibited certain classes of
citizenry, most notably criminals and minors, from
purchasing guns. Yet it was not until the “Brady
Law,” a federal bill passed in 1993, that a person’s
criminal record was checked before buying the gun.
But ah! The compromise! Secondary sales or sales
from a person’s private collection were exempt.

This loophole in the Brady Law has promoted a
veritable industry of part-time businesses which sell
firearms at gun shows and auctions, even brazenly
enticing buyers with the appeal of “no background
checks.” It is estimated that 40% of all firearms are
sold in America without a background check on the
purchaser. Many states have closed this loop hole
with state laws, but Ohio has not! Ohio is a gun
trafficking state to its own citizens and the rest of the
country.

Closing the “Gun Show/Private Sale Loophole”
would be the most important piece of legislation for
Ohio to act upon. It only makes sense to keep guns
out of the hands criminals. This legislation, if given
half a chance by the Ohio legislators, should not
meet with resistance from constituents as the
majority of law-abiding gun enthusiasts have been
participating in the system of background checks on
new purchases for more than 12 years. Typically a
purchaser’s background check is completed in less
than one minute.

Currently, mayors across the United States are
banding together, under the leadership of Mayor
Bloomberg of New York, to call attention to the
problems in their cities stemming from illegal gun
trafficking. Click the link below to see Mayors
Against Illegal Guns: http://
www.mayorsagainstillegalguns.org/html/faq/
faq.shtml#rules

Besides looking at state laws, they are addressing
problems in federal firearms licensing laws and their
enforcement. About 1% of gun dealers are the source
of nearly 60% of crime guns traced nationwide each
year. If we could close the gun show loophole and
crack down on “bad apple” dealers, the potential
exists for many lives to be saved.

Is that a gun in whose pocket?

Strong gun rights advocacy groups in Ohio lobbied
and saw passage of Ohio’s law to carry a concealed
(loaded) handgun in 2004, commonly referred to as
CCW. They claimed that a gun on the person was
needed for self defense purposes. This law set up a
licensing system whereby a citizen would be granted a
license to carry and conceal a loaded weapon in public
if the applicant completed a training course and
passed a criminal background check. Proponents of
the law claimed that law-abiding citizens who carry
handguns would not increase the risk to the public,
and would actually make Ohio communities safer.

Since the law was enacted in April of 2004, over 960
CCW licenses have been suspended or revoked. Why
were these licenses suspended or revoked? Was it
because the licensee died? Was the licensee a
perpetrator of domestic violence? Did the licensee
commit armed robbery? The citizens of Ohio are
prohibited from examining whether or not criminal
activity is greater among licensees, and whether the
criteria for granting a license is adequate to keep the
public safe. This should be changed so that the law
can be examined to assess the safety of Ohio citizenry.
Otherwise, CCW advocates can claim any truth that
serves their needs.

Our Second Amendment stumbling block

Who should have a gun, who shall carry a gun, and
who actually gets a gun in America? America suffers
from gun violence as does no other industrialized
nation on this planet. Over 30,000 American civilians
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die of gun violence each year.

The League of Women Voters takes the position that
Second Amendment refers to a collective right of the
people to support their militia, or in modern terms,
their local and state police powers, including when
appropriate, the National Guard.

For many Americas, understanding the Second
Amendment is a great source of confusion and a
stumbling block to their participation in the gun
control debate. The discussion of the Second
Amendment on Wikipedia includes fascinating
historical and modern insights into some of the most
hotly debated words of our U.S. Constitution. Please
consider improving your understanding of Second
Amendment issues.

The right of the citizens to keep and bear arms has
justly been considered, as the palladium of the
liberties of a republic; since it offers a strong moral
check against the usurpation and arbitrary power of
rulers; and will generally, even if these are
successful in the first instance, enable the people to
resist and triumph over them. And yet, though this
truth would seem so clear, and the importance of a
well regulated militia would seem so undeniable, it
cannot be disguised, that among the American
people there is a growing indifference to any system
of militia discipline, and a strong disposition, from a
sense of its burthens, to be rid of all regulations.
How it is practicable to keep the people duly armed
without some organization, it is difficult to see.
There is certainly no small danger, that indifference
may lead to disgust, and disgust to contempt; and
thus gradually undermine all the protection intended
by this clause of our national bill of rights.
Commentaries on the U.S. Constitution, 1833 -
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court Joseph
Story. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Second_Amendment to_the United States_

Constitution
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On Board

This column will highlight board and cabinet
members of the LWV Shaker Heights. In each
i ssue, weoll interviey
share their own LWV experiences, in our chapter
and elsewhere. In this issue, Julianna Johnston
Senturia, newly elected Co-President, talks about
her own history with the LWYV.

What was your first encounter with the League
of Women Voters?

The very first time I voted, I had a LWV
Voter’s Guide in my hands. (It was a good
thing, too, because there were a lot of positions
about which I knew very little.) Immediately
after the election, I sent my first contribution to
the LWYV because I was so thankful for that
guide.

How & When did you join the Shaker LWV?

I joined the Shaker LWYV in the winter of 2006.
I sent in membership dues after reading the
website and being impressed. For me, a former
non-profit activist and lobbyist turned ‘stay-at-
home’ parent with three small children, the
League opened up a way to become politically
reenergized.

The LWYV seemed like a natural match. When I
worked as a professional grassroots lobbyist
and organizer in Iowa, I learned a lot from
watching the staff and volunteers of the LWYV.
The first time I needed to organize a lobby day
at the state capitol for my coalition, I went to
the LWYV Lobby Day to study the best way to
do it! When I needed to learn how to best
utilize volunteers on the local level, I again
looked to the examples for involvement of

amemhgrs setbythe LW u i r e

V¥hat has heengng of yoprdavogite getivigies ¢
with the LWV?

D
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for the past year. Ilove observing because it is
a very simple way to contribute something



http://capwiz.com/lwvohio/utr/1/HCINHDSIMO/IGMFHDSLFL/1197034811
http://capwiz.com/lwvohio/utr/1/HCINHDSIMO/IGMFHDSLFL/1197034811
http://capwiz.com/lwvohio/utr/1/HCINHDSIMO/IGMFHDSLFL/1197034811

W.l Page 14 May 2007 Shaker Heights Voter

really important. The Voter Needs You!

Julianna lives in the Boulevard neighborhood . .
with her husband Harris, an attorney, and their Opportunities available to help

three children Henry (6 72), Jonathan (4), and with layout, mailing, writing.

Maggie (2). . .
58 email now! annewill@aol.com

Notjustan
ordinary Town

The League of Women Voters —Cuyahoga Area
Invites you to a TOWN HALL MEETING on

REDISTRICTING AND GERRYMANDERING
" Uoters aren’t choosing their representatives;

representatives are choosing their voters”
Presentation by LWV of Ohio Lobbyist, Ann Henkener
Followed by small group discussion

Wednesday, June 20, 2007, 7:00 pm
Program begins promptly at 7:00 pm; doors open: 6:30 pm
Cleveland Heights Community Center, 1 Monticello Blvd.
Organized by the Cleveland Heights-University Heights Chapter to Honor:
Future Heights
Heights Community Congress
Heights Home Repair Center
Reaching Heights

Join us in recognizing these four Heights nonprofits that have enriched
the Heights community through public engagement and advocacy.
For further information contact Donalene Poduska: 216 381-6941

League of Women Voters of Ohio Education Fund made possible by a grant from The Joyce Foundation, The Kettering Fund and LWVUS.
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The Leagues of Women Voters of
Cleveland Area, Cuyahoga Area and Shaker Heights
Present
Dr. Eric Schreiber
with
A FORUM ON CLIMATE CHANGE

Tuesday, June 19, 2007 7:00-9:00 pm

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, 2600 South Park
Boulevard, Cleveland

This event is free and open to the public.

For further information, contact Jean Koznarek.
216-371-1205

Thank you!
UPS STORE

Owner Scott Sweress
16781 Chagrinii Shaker Town Center

For its support and assistance with

printing the Voter
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CO-PRESIDENTS, Juliana Senturia, Anne
Williams

Juliana@ameritech.net, Annewill@aol.com
VICE PRESIDENT, Lisa Gerteis

VICE PRESIDENT, Kurt Miller
RECORDING SEC’Y, Marcia Goldberg

CORRESPONDING SEC’Y, Mary
Mulligan

TREASURER, Robin Johnson
ASS’T TREASURER, Dorothy Greenslade

www.lwv.org

www.shakerlwv.nhlink.net/

BOARD MEMBERS
Cyntha Carroll LaSondra McNeal-Davis

Linda Lissauer Lucille Mayne S H AKE R
Dora Rose Jeanne Shatten
Arlene Sheeran Meryl Simon
Susan Stechschulte Susan Stern HE I GH T S VO T E R

Helen Sheehan Linda Taylor

League of Women Voters
2902 Manchester Road
Shaker Heights OH 44122

Educate. Advocate.
Participate

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active
participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.



