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Shaker Heights Voter 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Vote Yes!  

on Issue 12, the 
Shaker Heights  

Library Levy  
and  

on Issue 15, the 
Health and Human 

Services levy.  
 

See page 3 for more 
details. EDUCATE    PARTICIPATE    ADVOCATE  

 
PRESIDENTS LETTER 

What Happens After the Primary Election on March 4th? 

 It is unexpected that Ohio voters are still in play at this stage in the series 

of gripping Presidential primaries and caucuses.  As the spotlight shines on 

Cuyahoga County, we await Election Day with anticipation and many questions.  

Will we have record turnout?  Have we printed enough ballots?  Will the ballots 

be processed accurately and quickly?  How long will counting take?  What will 

the error rate in voting be with no ñsecond chanceò look at ballots at the voting 

site?  Will voters (and poll workers) be confused by the last minute switch to pa-

per balloting?  Weôll know the answers soon enough. 

 Just days after the primary Jane Platten, Director of the Cuyahoga 

County Board of Elections, will join LWV Shaker Heights members for a special 

post-election discussion at the Nature Center.  Bring your questions and Election 

Day stories for the exciting opportunity to talk with Ms. Platten about how the 

election went from her perspective.  Youôll find all of the details about this event 

inside this issue.   

 Weôre already looking past the primary towards the General Election.  

To this end, our newly formed Countyïwide Joint Voter Services Committee met 

with representatives from each of the three Leagues in the County.  Weôve fo-

cused our efforts on a county-wide Voters Guide, some selected candidateôs fo-

rums and voter information - voter education.   Weôll also continue our advocacy 

related to the Board of Elections (BOE) and our commitment to ñsecond chanceò 

voting at the precinct level.  The research clearly shows that having people check 

their ballots before submitting them dramatically reduces the number of spoiled 

ballots and lost votes.  In the case of paper ballots, scanners would need to be 

available at each polling location to provide this opportunity (as opposed to the 

primary election plan of scanning ballots only at a central location.)  

 There are many opportunities to get involved Voter Services and the re-

lated advocacy  -- now and leading up to November.  Do you want to register vot-

ers, answer voter questions at the Voter Information Center downtown, be a 

speaker in the speakerôs bureau or observe a BOE meeting?  Weôll be contacting 

anyone who returned a volunteer interest form with your membership renewal.  

Also, feel free to contact one of us to let us know how youôd like to get involved.   

 

Julianna Johnston Senturia            Anne Williams                                                                                                         

 Co-Presidents                                                                                                                                   

julianna@ameritech.net                annewill@aol.com 
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LOCATIONS AND REFERENCE  

Board meetings are held on the 2nd floor of the Main Library and begin at 9:30 a.m.  All LWSH 

members are encouraged to attend meetings. 

Cabinet meetings held at 2902 Manchester Road at 9:30 a.m.  All are welcome. 

 

Calendar                                                                                   *NOTE NEW DATES for Cabinet and Meeting* 

March 

March 5  Wednesday, 10:00 ï 12:00, Presidentôs Council,  Main Library 

March 5  Wednesday, 12:00 ï1:00 pm,  Countywide Voter Services Committee, Main Library 

March 6  Thursday,  7:00 pm, First Thursday Forum - Power! Water, Wind and Solar in Northeast Ohio" -   

 Trinity Commons, 2230 Euclid Ave. sponsored by LWV of Cleveland Area, Cuyahoga Area and SH 

March 12   Wednesday, 7:00-9:00 pm, Jane Platten, Director Cuyahoga County Board of Elections                                          

 Member reception for all members,  Nature Center at Shaker Lakes 

March 14    Friday, 9:30 am, Cabinet meeting  **at Juliannaôs house,  14565 Drexmore** 

March 17   Monday,  4:00 pm, Economic Development Committee, Patricia Burgessôs house, 3283 Norwood Road        

      All are welcome. See back page for more info. 

March 28    Friday,  9:30 am   Board meeting  Main Library  

April  

April 3   Thursday,  7:00 pm, First Thursday Forum - "A New Generation of Global Citizens:  

 the Green Revolution" - Trinity Commons, 2230 Euclid Ave.  

April 11     Friday, 9:30 am, Cabinet meeting at Anneôs House, 2902 Manchester 

April 25     Friday,  9:30 am,   Board meeting  Main Library  

May 

May 7      Wednesday, LWVSH Annual Meeting 

LWVSH  OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  

CO-PRESIDENTS, Julianna Senturia,  Anne Williams 

Julianna@ameritech.net,  Annewill@aol.com 

VICE PRESIDENTS  Lisa Gerteis,   Kurt Miller  

RECORDING SECRETARY  Marcia Goldberg    

 CORRESPONDING SECRETARY  Mary Mulligan  

 TREASURER   Robin Johnson   ASSISTANT TREASURER,  Dorothy Greenslade 
 

DIRECTORS 

 Cyntha Carroll          Jane Finley          Linda Lissauer            LaSondra McNeal-Davis    

 Lucille Mayne           Dora Rose            Jeanne Shatten            Arlene Sheeran    

 Susan Stern               Helen Sheehan     Linda Taylor               Susan Stechschulte  

                                     Meryl Simon, Voter Editor  
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LWVSH Supports  

Issue 12 Shaker Heights Public Library Levy 

 The Board of the League of Women Voters 

Shaker Heights supports Issue 12 -- the 4-mill con-

tinuing operating levy placed on the March 4, 2008 

ballot by the Shaker Heights Public Library Board 

of Trustees to replace the current 4-mill levy. The 

League urges all citizens to vote and to vote yes on 

Issue 12.  Below is a the complete report to the 

LWV -SH board. 

 In November 2001 the 4-mill continuing levy 

was approved by 78%. Since the November 2001, 

the actual collection level has dropped 20% from 4 

mills in 2003 to 3.18 mills in 2007; while the cost of 

living has increased 11%.   The drop was because of 

HB 920, legislation which limits new collections each 

year on a cost-of-living basis. The library is not 

seeking an increase in millage but; if the 4-mill con-

tinuing operating levy is approved it would restore 

the millage collection rate to 4 mills. beginning with 

the tax year 2008, with a collection year of 2009. It 

would also in increase approximately $25/year (7 

cents a day) for a home valued at $100,000. 

 Funding from the State Library & Local 

Government Support Fund (LLGSF) has remained 

flat for the past five years, with a decrease in 2000-

2003.  Shaker Library is one of nine library systems 

in Cuyahoga County that share the LLGSF reve-

nues for the Sate of Ohio.  The LLGSF represents 

just 35% of the libraryôs annual income.  Local 

property tax makes up the largest share of revenue 

at 59%.  If the 4-mill continuing operating levy is 

approved the effective tax rate would increase based 

on the 2008 assessed property valuation with the tax 

collected in 2009.  The current operating levy gener-

ates 62% of the libraryôs total tax revenue.   

 The levy money provides money to purchase 

books, magazines, newspapers, computer software 

for online and CD-ROM information retrieval, tele-

phone directory information for major U.S. cities, 

career information, college catalogs, annual busi-

ness reports, public personal computers, access to 

thirty -nine online databases, instant access to the 

holdings of thirty area public libraries, online re-

serves for books in libraries and the library staff to 

help find what you need. 

   

 It also, helps stimulate an interest in reading 

and a love of books in children and adult through 

programming, example the lap sit story times for 

babies, and the homebound delivery service for 

those who cannot come to the library. 

 Last, the levy money makes it possible to 

purchase educational software for childrenôs every-

day use and supports the libraryôs outreach pro-

grams to preschools and daycare centers. The funds 

make it possible to serve the adult population in 

Shaker with book discussions and free programs. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by LaSondra McNeal-Davis 

February 22, 2008 

 

Issue 15 Health and Human Services Levy 

 Hunger, unemployment, lost benefits, lack of 

health care, abuse and exploitation, homelessness ï 

the people of our county need the support services 

provided by the Health and Human Services levies 

now more than ever.  The League of Women Voters 

Shaker Heights, Cleveland Area and Cuyahoga Area 

urges the voters to support Issue 15 when they vote 

in the March 4th Primary Election. 

 We need to increase the funding for pro-

grams that help our most vulnerable citizens during 

these difficult times.  Home health assistance and 

nutrition programs keep our senior citizens in the 

community instead of tapping into Medicaid dollars 

for nursing homes.  Issue 15 funds also provide pro-

grams for abused and neglected children, early child 

care and education, and treatment for emotionally 

disturbed children.   

 Issue 15 helps to fund our public hospital, 

MetroHealth Medical Center with the only Level 1 

Trauma Center in our area.  Its Burn Care Center 

and Life Flight services, which have saved the lives 

of many accident victims, must be maintained.  All 

of our citizens need these services. 

 The League urges every eligible voter to 

complete and return their absentee ballots or go to 

the polls on March 4 and vote for Issues 12 and 15. 

LWV Local Positions 
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Gun ControlðProtest the Maddness 

As a board member of the Ohio Coalition Against 

Gun Violence, Rosie Craig is coordinating the Cleve-

land efforts in a nationwide protest on the anniver-

sary of the Virginia Tech Shooting called Protest 

Easy Guns  www.protesteasyguns.com. This protest 

will be on April 16 and will take less than 45 minutes 

of your time.  It is a prefect opportunity for those new 

to the issue to get involved.    Contact Rosie at 

rosie@castle-craig.com.  

                        America has a gun problem simply 

because we have so many unregulated, unsuper-

vised guns.  Children get them when we have them 

unlocked in our homes.  Mentally ill adults can buy 

guns as easily as any other adult.  Felons get them 

flea market style from gun shows and through sec-

ondary sales (no background checks).  

            But the tragedies continue unabated. Valen-

tines Day 2008, six are shot dead at the University 

of Northern Illinois. We head into spring and the 

anniversaries of other grim shootings loom in front 

of us.  April 16, 2006, 33 dead at Virginian Tech., 

April 20 th   1999, Columbine High School, 15 dead. 

Closer to home, March 16 1999, Penny Chang age 

15 of  Shaker Heights High School murdered at the 

intersection of Van Aken and Lee.  

            Why do such shootings happen? How can 

such tragedies be prevented? First, we must con-

sider that there are as many modi operandi  (Moôs) 

for the perpetrators of gun violence as there are 

diseases of the human body.  Trying to find the one 

fix for gun violence is like trying to treat all your 

bodies ills with aspirin.   

            Yet one thing is for sure and for certain. The 

magnitude of violence experienced in these trage-

dies occurs because the gun was designed to inflict 

maximum violence.  Without a gun the violence 

equation would have been different.  

            Americans need to step up to the plate and 

say,  ñWe have a gun problem in this country and 

we can no longer tolerate it.ò  When we have a 

school shooting, we talk about metal detectors, lock 

down procedures, cell phone messaging, and bully-

ing.  But we donôt ask, ñHow did the person get the 

gun?  Did he or she get it at home or from a store.  

Was it purchased at a gun show or on the street.  

Was it from a friend or purchased illegally through a 

friend.ò  

 Why is the question avoid?  Because most of 

our prominent politicians are either in bed with or 

frightened of the powerful gun lobby.  

            We have to change the gun accepting culture 

in this country.  The answer lies in education and 

resolve. Talk to your neighborhoods, your schools, 

your churches, and your family members.  Our cul-

ture of acceptance must change before we can expect 

our politicians to step up to the plate and push for 

public policy solutions.  

            If something is predicable, it is prevent-

able.  If we change, and if we send our message to 

our law makers, they wonôt have to be afraid of the 

gun lobby.   

Submitted by Rosie Craig,  

LVWSH and LWVO Advocate 

 

 

LWVOðNational Popular Vote Interstate Compact 

Since 1970, the League of Women Voters of the 

United States has had a position supporting the di-

rect election of the president by popular vote, be-

cause it is deemed essential to representative govern-

ment. However, as we all remember from civics 

class, the popular vote is not the determining factor 

in a presidential race - what matters is the vote in 

the Electoral College. 

Under our Constitution, each state sends Electors to 

the Electoral College equal to the number of United 

States senators and congressional representatives 

from that state. For example, Ohio has 18 congres-

sional representatives and two senators, so it sends 

20 electors to the Electoral College. In 48 states, in-

cluding Ohio, the winner of the popular vote in that 

state receives all of that state's votes in the Electoral 

College - regardless of how close the election was. 

This state-by-state "winner take all" strategy gener-

ally produces the same result as the popular vote. 

However, Presidents John Quincy Adams (1824), 

Rutherford B. Hayes (1876), Benjamin Harrison 

(1888) and George W. Bush (2000) were not the win-

ners of the national popular vote. 

Page 4 
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Another consequence of the president being elected 

by the Electoral College rather than by direct popu-

lar vote is that presidential candidates take certain 

states-even very large states-for granted. For exam-

ple, the California general election is routinely won 

by the Democratic candidate, and the Texas general 

election is routinely won by the Republican candi-

date, so the candidates don't bother to campaign 

there during the general election cycle. Other states 

such as Ohio and Michigan are 50-50 states - some-

times going for the Democratic presidential candidate 

and sometimes for the Republican. They become the 

battleground states. So, presidential candidates end 

up focusing on just a few strategic states in the gen-

eral election, rather than trying to capture the na-

tional popular vote. 

One way to ensure that the winner of the national 

popular vote is elected president is to amend the 

United States Constitution. The drafters of the Con-

stitution intentionally made this a difficult process. It 

requires a two-thirds majority vote of both branches 

of Congress, or a constitutional convention called by 

two-thirds of the states with ratification of the pro-

posed change by three-fourths of the states. Legisla-

tion has been introduced in Congress in each session 

since 1971 to implement this reform, but it has never 

passed both the U.S. House and Senate. 

Another way is to creatively use the right of states to 

enter into a binding agreement, or "compact," with 

other states. Under the terms of the proposed Na-

tional Popular Vote Interstate Compact, states would 

agree to cast all of their electoral votes for the na-

tional popular vote winner, even if the presidential 

candidate is not the winner in their own state. The 

compact would go into effect when states with at least 

51 percent of the Electoral College votes have joined 

in the compact. Right now there are a total of 538 

electors sent to the Electoral College. 

When states whose combined total of at least 270 

electoral votes have joined to compact, the compact 

would go into effect. Those states would cast their 

votes for the winner of the national popular vote, no 

matter what the results were in their own states. If as 

few as eleven states - California, Texas, New York, 

Florida, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Geor-

gia, New Jersey and North Carolina - entered into the 

compact, the vote in the Electoral College would 

match the national popular vote because those states 

control 271 of the votes in the Electoral College. 

So far only one state, Maryland, has joined the com-

pact. Similar legislation has been introduced in 42 

other states, although nothing has been introduced in 

Ohio-yet. If it were introduced in Ohio, we would 

have to decide whether to continue being an impor-

tant battleground state or whether to make the entire 

country the battleground. 

 

 LWVOðThe Great Lakes Compact 

By Carol Gibson and Kathy Woodbridge of LWV 

Cuyahoga Area with the assistance of                       

Clara Maurus, LWVO Water Issues Lobbyist and 

Gloria Green, Lake Erie Basin Committee 

It is high time the Ohio Assembly passes The Great 

Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources 

Compact. Without the Compact, Ohio's water supply 

is vulnerable to decisions made by other states, Con-

gress, or Canada to divert or sell water. Once the 

Compact is approved in the same form by each of the 

eight Great Lakes' state legislatures and consented to 

by the U.S. Congress, the Great Lakes Compact will 

become legally binding. 

It will then be Congress' task to take the necessary 

steps to make the agreement binding with the two 

Canadian Provinces that have already passed the 

Compact. (Only Congress can negotiate legal agree-

ments with foreign entities.) 

The Compact up for consideration by the eight states 

within the Great Lakes watershed provides for a re-

gional oversight board with the power to forbid or 

allow the selling or diversion of water. The new 

board would provide for joint management, in-

creased protection, and improved policy to meet the 

challenges of climate change, water shortages, 

drought conditions, and insufficient conservation 

policies. 

Getting to this point has taken more than five years 

of deliberation among the Great Lake states and the 

two Canadian provinces. 

The Compact overwhelmingly passed the House dur-

ing the last session, but not the Senate. Please click 

here to contact your state Representative and Senator 

Page 5 
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to urge them to show leadership and resolve in get-

ting the Compact introduced, considered, and passed 

as soon as possible. 

Passage of The Great Lakes Compact is critical. The 

Compact will protect the Great Lakes, which are es-

sential to the economic viability of the region. Despite 

the fact that the Great Lakes region holds 20 percent 

of the world's fresh surface water, it is a finite re-

source; the lakes are only replenished by one inch a 

year. "A warming climate is likely to reduce Great 

Lakes water supply while increasing water demand 

within the region," says a National Wildlife Federa-

tion report, Climate Change and Great Lakes Water 

Resources. 

The report goes on to say, "as other regions suffer 

from water shortages and increased demand for wa-

ter resources, they may look to divert Great Lakes 

water to quench their thirst." Already thirsty areas 

of the Southeast and Southwest are looking toward 

the Great Lakes due to drought, sprawl and insuffi-

cient conservation policy. In addition, Ohio may lose 

10 to 15 seats in Congress after the 2010 Census-seats 

that surely will be redistributed to those more popu-

lated and thirsty areas. This could make obtaining 

the consent of Congress for the Compact more diffi-

cult. 

Water problems within the Great Lakes watershed 

go back at least a century when in the 1890s Chicago 

solved the water and sewer problems of a growing 

city by reversing the flow of the Chicago River. This 

strategy pulled in thousands of cubic feet of water per 

second from Lake Michigan, but never returned it. 

Today, Chicago and suburbs are still benefiting from 

this reversal. More recently, in 1997, officials belat-

edly discovered that a Canadian entrepreneur had 

successfully applied for a permit to ship water to 

Asia. While the scheme was quickly quashed, it 

starkly highlighted the need for a Compact. The cur-

rent election season found New Mexico's Governor 

Richardson opining that the water-rich states sur-

rounding the Great Lakes might be a source of help 

to the water-deprived Southwest. Due to an immedi-

ate angry reaction from Great Lakes' Governors, Mr. 

Richardson quickly rescinded his remarks. 

So, why shouldn't we help other areas in need of wa-

ter? Because the economic, agricultural, industrial 

and even recreation/tourism areas are all dependent 

on the Great Lakes. In Ohio alone, points out Larry 

Mitchell of the League of Ohio Sportsmen, "Lake 

Erie supports the largest sport fishery in the Great 

Lakes and one of the largest commercial freshwater 

fisheries in the world, underpinning a $1 billion 

sport fishing industry."  

LWVO has had a strong position on the Interbasin 

Transfer of Water since 1987, favoring the ban of 

water diversion to areas outside the Great Lakes 

Basin in addition to strengthening the development 

of other safeguards. (See pp. 25-26 Agenda for Ac-

tion) 

"The Great Lakes Compact is perfect for managing 

[the Lakes] during a time of change in the region 

and across the United States," stated attorney and 

geologist Bret Stuntz, co-author of the National 

Wildlife Federation Report. He sums up the report 

by declaring, "The threats are severe, the solution is 

clear."  

It's time for Ohio to do its part: The Ohio Assembly 

must pass the Compact. 

 Late Breaking News 

The House passed legislation on February 19 that 

would ratify the multi -state Great Lakes Compact to 

prevent water diversions from the region, despite a 

rival proposal in the Senate. Ohio Senator Tim 

Grendell (R., Chesterland) who has raised concerns 

about property rights, introduced a bill that ex-

empts tributary groundwater and nonnavigable sur-

face water from regional control, while calling for a 

simple majority rather than unanimous approval 

from governors when deciding which communities 

will be allowed to tap into the water. 

Both Ohio Senate President Bill Harris and Wiscon-

sin Assembly Speaker Michael Huebsch recently 

called for changes that will complicate efforts to 

pass the Great Lakes-St Lawrence River Basin Wa-

ter Resources Compact - or as environmental 

groups fear unravel the process. 

Contact your state senator today! Ohio needs The 

Great Lakes Compact 

 

 

http://capwiz.com/lwvohio/utr/1/BPZLICTUMB/MXHSICXBCU/1754609986
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City Planning Commission and Board of Zoning 

Appeals 

Feb. 5, 2008 

 

Present:: J. Braverman, director of Planning and 

Development; D. Feinstein, senior planner; 

W.Gruber, assistant director of Law; E. Leiken, 

mayor; B. Gleisser, Council member; K. Madi-

son and D. Bergholz, citizen members 

 

Absent: D. Hartt, citizen member 

 

Mayor Leiken called the meeting to order at 7:30 

p.m. 

 

Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 

 

The first public hearing was on the request of the 

First Baptist Church, 3630 Fairmount Blvd., for 

a variance to minimum yard regulations in order 

to install a 15-foot-wide landscape buffer on the 

western edge of the parking lot next to the new 

house under construction at 18315 Shelburne 

Rd. An existing storage garage is to be moved off 

the property of the new house and relocated 15 

feet off the church property line. The parking lot 

and garage will be screened from Shelburne 

Road by new landscaping and an arborvitae 

hedge. The request was approved with the condi-

tions that the parking lot be curbed and the ar-

borvitae hedge be restored for its entire length. 

 

Next was a public hearing on the appeal of own-

ers of a house at 14217 Drexmore Rd. that the 

BZA rescind its earlier issuance of a fence permit 

to their neighbor at 2851 Coventry Rd. These are 

adjoining corner properties that share a common 

driveway. The hearing was long, due in part to 

the unusual resumption of public comments after 

the issue had been returned to the BZA for reso-

lution. The request was ultimately denied since 

the fence meets all zoning code regulations, and 

all procedures and sections of the code were fol-

lowed in granting its approval. 

 

The third hearing was on the request of the 

owner of property at 18501 N. Park Blvd. for a 

variance to garage requirements in order to con-

struct a detached garage in the rear yard. The 

proposal is to retain an existing attached garage 

and construct a second two-car garage that 

would be detached and facing the street. The 

case was continued so applicant could discuss 

the case with a neighbor who has been travel-

ling. 

 

City Planning Commission (CPC) 

 

A public hearing was held on the request of the 

owner of Shaker Commons, 16804-16812 Cha-

grin Blvd., for a Conditional Use Permit for a 

Local Sign District. The proposal is to use secon-

dary blade signs and wall signs to provide sign-

age for new commercial spaces created in the 

former Ohio Savings Bank building. Three sec-

ondary blade signs are proposed on the Winslow 

Court side of the building to identify businesses 

without frontage on Chagrin Blvd. The alumi-

num signs are to be 16 inches wide by 4 feet tall 

and installed in the building wall. The request 

was approved and must now go before Council 

for confirmation.  

 

The final item on the agenda was a public meet-

ing on the request of the City for a review and 

adoption of the Lee/Van Aken Transit Oriented 

Development Plan, focusing on the RTA stop. 

The plan was prepared as the result of a public 

process in cooperation with RTA last year. The 

proposal includes phases of development and 

OBSERVER REPORTS 
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options, including a new RTA station, Lee Road 

bridge enhancements, and other residential and 

commercial development opportunities. The 

renovation of the station is the responsibility of 

RTA, which is currently sending out RFPs 

(Requests for Proposals). The bridge is to re-

main as is, but the County Engineer is consider-

ing funding the construction of pedestrian lanes 

on each side of the bridge, which would increase 

lanes for traffic. The public, which at this point 

consisted solely of this observer and columnist 

Jane Wood, had no comment. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 

 

Lucille Mayne, 491-9161 

  

Neighborhood Revitalization Meeting 

Feb. 13, 2008 

 

Present: Nancy Moore, chair; John Ball, Jim Brady, 

Chris Hunter, Karen Nordstrom, Robert OôNeal, 

Stacey Reed and Lynn Ruffner; Kamla Lewis, direc-

tor of Neighborhood Revitalization; William Hanson, 

director of Housing Inspection; Jeri Chaikin, CAO; 

Lisa Gold-Scott, Asst. Law Director; Jayme Lucas, 

staff 

 

The purpose of this first meeting of the reconstituted 

committee was to orient the new members to the 

function of the committee and to learn about the 

three city departments that work with it: Building, 

Neighborhood Revitalization and Housing Inspec-

tion. Mr. Ziegler, director of the Building Depart-

ment, was out sick, so there was no report about his 

department. 

 

Overview of Cityôs Housing Strategies 

 

Committees like the NRC were formed in order to 

bounce off ideas and get feedback, and they are com-

posed of a combination of department staff, elected 

officials and citizens. Any action taken by City Coun-

cil will have been thoroughly discussed by the appro-

priate committee first. 

Nancy Moore presented a brief history of the commit-

tee, which was formed in the 1990s as the result of the 

Housing Preservation Plan. The plan, adopted in 

2001, outlines goals and recommendations for main-

taining and improving the cityôs existing housing 

stock and adding new housing options. The Housing 

Preservation Plan and the Strategic Investment Plan 

comprise the key documents that frame the cityôs 

housing policy. The NRC is charged with oversight 

and guidance of the housing planôs implementation. 

Those who would like to review the cityôs Strategic 

Investment Plan can find it online at 

shakeronline.com/cityhall/documents. One example of 

a tool in the ñtool kitò was the use of historic preser-

vation (Winslow Road, with its 168 two-family homes, 

was made into the first historic district in Shaker 

Heights). The result is that the city now has tools to 

preserve the Winslow neighborhood and keep it vital. 

The latest tool, voted on by the NRC earlier this year, 

was to offer a $5,000 grant to anyone who bought and 

lived in a two-family house on Winslow for two years. 

 

Through the Strategic Investment Plan, the city 

bought eight properties on the south side of Chagrin 

across from Shaker Towne Centre. It then crafted a 

contract with a developer who took over the proper-

ties and has invested millions of dollars in the area. 

 

Through a Department of Housing and Urban Devel-

opment program, the city has bought deteriorating 

homesðone on Kenyon Road was demolished, and 

now there is a large green area in its place. 

 

2008 Action Plan Highlights 

 

The long-term goal of the Neighborhood Revitaliza-

tion Department is to ensure that Shaker housing 

stock remains competitive. There will be efforts to 

encourage private investment, strengthen neighbor-

hoods and build for the future. The areas in the 2008 

Action Plan are: 

 

1. Maintain and increase strong property values 

Community-supported code enforcement 

1 b. Reinvestment in housing stock and 

neighborhoods 

2 c. Fight blight 
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      2.    Strengthen competitive position 

a. Highly competitive rental housing 

b. New housing products 

3. Build strong neighborhood fabric 

 a. Increased owner occupancy of two-

family houses 

 b. Responsible tenants 

 c. Stable homeownership 

 

The list of strategies to achieve these goals is lengthy. 

Hereôs a few: 

Provide exterior maintenance grants and paint 

program grants as well as technical assistance to 

homeowners 

Encourage Go Green energy efficient programs. 

The city offers energy evaluations to determine 

whether a resident should get an energy audit; there 

are discounts available for the audit and for related 

work being done. 

Partner with the Cleveland Restoration Society 

and the county to encourage housing upgrades and 

work with the county auditor to increase the use of a 

tax abatement program for rehabs 

Work with Realtors and rehabbers to develop 

purchase/rehab incentives 

Work on nuisance abatement: 40 properties 

Work on purchase-rehab program with CDCs 

for problem properties as appropriate 

Work on emergency nuisance abatement 

(estimated 20 homes) 

Increase Certified Shaker rental units by 10% 

(currently we have 146 rental home units and 33 

apartment buildings certified, 31% of total). The 

city will market those properties free of charge and 

will show them to people from out of town. 

Offer landlord training sessions at least twice 

per year 

Increase use of discounted tenant screening pro-

gram by 37% (10 new members) 

Encourage use of two low-interest loan pro-

gramsðHeritage and Home Loans provide $800,000 

to $900,000 each year for home improvement work. 

Encourage one-family infill program ðencourage 

individuals to build as owner-occupiers 

Use tax abatements south of Van Aken to encour-

age new housing 

Attempt to prevent foreclosures 

Find opportunities for land bankingðnew uses of ac-

quired property to accomplish goals in the Housing 

Preservation Plan 

 

After this presentation, Dr. Ball asked if there was any 

renter education. It was explained that renters can 

turn to the Shaker website for information, but that 

renters donôt come to the cityôs attention the way that 

buyers do. There will be an effort in the future to get 

information to them. It was pointed out that Winslow 

Road distributes a citizenôs bill of rights to new ten-

ants. 

 

Mr. Hunter asked what is done about streets in crisis. 

The response was that there is an interdepartmental 

group that meets to discuss crisis housing. In the sum-

mer, interns are hired to go through the city to check 

the exterior of every house for outward signs of prob-

lems. 

 

Housing Inspection-William Hanson 

 

The department has a long reputation of code enforce-

ment. It deals with owners to work out problems and 

presents difficult cases to the board. It also provides 

point-of-sale inspections, and if violations are not cor-

rected at that time, the city requires that funds be put 

in escrow for the necessary repairs. 

 

One aspect of the departmentôs action plan is to re-

duce the time it takes for point-of-sale inspections to 

10 days in 2008 and to reduce the time to issue a re-

port to five days. 

 

The department conducts systematic inspections. For 

rental properties there is a complete interior and exte-

rior inspection every three years. Owners are re-

quired to obtain a Certificate of Occupancy, which 

can be pulled if the owner does not comply with in-

spection orders. There is a systematic exterior inspec-
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Chair Zimmerman described the purpose of the com-

mittee: to pass on and/or recommend ordinances and 

policies that impact the core services of the city.  All 

committee members are to be the eyes and ears of the 

community and to learn how services are working in 

the neighborhoods.  He introduced the new citizen 

members Robb Forward and Bryan Moore.  

 

Acting Police Chief Lee gave an update on the Ludlow 

neighborhood assault.  Six males (one adult and 5 ju-

veniles) were arrested.  Probable cause hearings have 

been held for the five juvenile suspects.  Two of the 

suspects are under the age of 16 and are entitled to a 

second probable cause hearing.  The adult suspect has 

been assigned a judge and hearings are scheduled.  

The cases will move slowly through the courts and are 

in the hands of the county prosecutor.  The Shaker 

police are assisting the county prosecutor.   

 

Mayor Leiken commented on the amount of media 

attention and the danger of creating a misconception 

that crime is becoming more severe when, in fact, the 

serious crime rate has dropped over the last 30 years.  

Stranger on stranger violence is virtually unprece-

dented.  The police and city officials have been meeting 

with Ludlow, Boulevard and Onaway neighborhood 

associations and now working with the Cleveland po-

lice to further develop their working relationship.  

Next, Acting Chief Lee recommended that the City 

enter into a continuing inter-agency agreement be-

tween the Shaker Heights community diversion pro-

gram and the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court.  The 

program is out of funding and therefore Lee requested 

that the agreement be approved on the first reading 

and as an emergency item.  The program permits eligi-

ble juvenile offenders of misdemeanor and status of-

fenses to be diverted from formal court action and to 

utilize community resources to resolve the situations as 

designed by volunteer magistrates.  The Committee 

recommended that the Agreement be adopted on an 

emergency basis. 

 

Fire Chief Barns requested approval to apply for a 

non-matching grant from the Ohio Department of 

Public EMS to assist the department in securing 

equipment and training aids.  The funding is available 

from seat belt fines and the exact amount is not known 

but in 2007 the grant was $2500.  The Committee rec-

ommended approval. 

tion of all homes on a rotating schedule among five 

geographical areas. This year the Moreland area will 

be inspected. 

 

According to an agreement the city has with CMHA, 

when an owner applies to rent to someone with a hous-

ing voucher, the Inspection Department will check out 

the landlord; if the city determines that a landlord 

should not be allowed to lease the property under the 

program, the CMHA will accept that decision. In the 

last year, 50% of the owners who applied were not ac-

cepted. One issue that prevented them was code viola-

tions, and if they made the necessary repairs they 

would then be allowed to rent under the voucher pro-

gram. The city will send copies of police reports to 

CMHA that involve tenants, and tenants run the risk 

of losing their subsidies. The Housing Inspection De-

partment works in collaboration with the Public 

Works, Police and Fire departments. Mr. Hanson ex-

plained how the department deals with foreclosed 

houses. If the house is vacant, it will notify the foreclo-

sure attorney, who can call a securing company to 

take the necessary steps to secure the property. As far 

as the exterior goes, the city will do such things as 

mow the lawn and place a lien on the property for the 

charge. 

 

The next meeting of the NRC on March 12 will be 

about nuisance abatement of 20 properties in the city. 

The April meeting will involve land-banking policy. 

Because of the vacancies and open spaces, this is an 

opportunity that may not come again, and the commit-

tee needs to plan how to present this opportunity to 

the neighborhoods where the lots are located. 

Nora Kancelbaum, 283-2562 

 

Safety and Public Works Committee Meeting    

February 15, 2008   

 

Present: Council members: Chair R. Zimmerman, A. 

Foster, J. Brady; Citizen Members: R. Forward, B. 

Moore, R. Solganik , Acting Police S. Lee, Fire Chief 

D. Barnes, Dir. Of Public Works W. Boag, CAO J. 

Chaikin, Mayor Leiken  

 R. Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 7:35 

am.  The committee approved the minutes of the De-

cember 14, 2007 meeting.  



 

 

-Leaf Collection Activity was driven by the volume of 

leaves and the average cycle time was 6.6 days, better 

than the anticipated 15-day cycle. 

-Public Works continue to work with the housing de-

partment to improve the nuisance abatement program 

which included 945 violation notices, 749 cut laws, in-

voiced $77,000 in high grass abatement fees. 

-The Department hung 287 hanging basked of which 

68 belong to the Sussex, Lomond and Winslow. 

-Public Works installed geese fence along the sough 

shoe of Green Lake to keep the geese off the grassy 

areas surrounding the lake. 

-The Department improved the brush collection cycle 

from an objective of 2 week/10 day cycle to a 6 to 7 

day cycle. 

-The Department continued to implement the Emerald 

Ash Borer Management Plan and removed 410 ash 

trees.  253 were replaced; 157 were not replaced due to 

unfavorable site conditions. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 am.  The next 

meeting will be held on March 14, 2008 in council 

chambers; the next in April at the public works facil-

ity. 

Anne E. Williams 751-7911  

 

 
City Council  

Monday, February 25  

At 6:00 Council met in executive session to discuss 

purchase, sale or development of real property. They 

reconvened at 7:37 in City Council Chambers. All 

Council members were present. 

 

Mayor Earl Leiken called the meeting to order. The 

minutes from the January 1, January 14 and January 

28 meeting were approved.  

 

Mr. and Mrs. Chime Ogbuji, the couple who lost their 

three children in a tragic house fire in December, 

thanked the residents of Shaker Heights, members of 

Council and the Lomond association for the outpour-

ing of sympathy and help in their time of need. 

 

Council unanimously passed a resolution in support of 

Issue 15, the county Health and Human Services levy. 

Chief Barnes presented the department 2007 and 

2008 action plans.  Highlights include: 

-The Fire Department was very busy in 2007 -- 

nearly 300 fire and EMS calls above the annual aver-

age  

-The Department went on 1,288 fire suppression runs 

-The Department average response to Priority 1 calls 

ï 86% of the time under five minutes was better than 

national average ï 61% of the time under 6 minutes 

-There were 41 structural fires, in contrast to the 

more typical 20 ï 30 per year. The fires resulted in 

1.9 million dollars in losses and three separate inci-

dents resulted in 5 deaths, 12 civilian injuries and 14 

firefighter injuries.  

-The leading causes of fires were cooking and human 

carelessness. 

-There were 14 vehicle fires, 19 grass/brush fires and 

7 dumpster fires. 

-New for 2008 will be increased door-to-door visits to 

provide home safety inspections including providing 

smoke detectors and batteries for detectors.  The De-

partment will start in the Ludlow and Sussex 

neighborhoods.  

-The Department went on 2,252 emergency medical 

calls, nearly 300 calls above average 

-42% of the EMS calls were for patients over 65 

-Cardiac and general pain were the leading reason 

for calls. 

-Customer and Peer evaluations consistently rated 

service good to excellent 

-Regional initiatives include joint training between 

technical teams, radio interoperability between 

Cleveland Heights, University Heights, Mayfield 

Heights, Lyndhurst, South Euclid and Shaker, coop-

erative urban search and rescue teams, Heights Area 

special rescue team and cooperative turnout gear 

purchasing. 

  

Chief Barnes attributed the increase in the number 

of fires in 2007 to an increased number of people 

staying home and cooking.   

 

Director of Public Works W.Boag presented the Pub-

lic Works Department 2007 Action Plan.  Highlights 

included: 
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Six ordinances were passed, four of which had been 

unanimously approved by one or more City Council 

committees. The other two ordinances dealt with the 

right of non-bargaining employees to donate sick 

leave and vacation to fellow employees in need and the 

rewording of the Cityôs Equal Employment Opportu-

nity policy to broaden its anti-discrimination policy to 

include gender identity, sexual orientation, and ances-

try.  

 

Barbara Barlow, president of the newly formed Fair-

mount Area Neighborhood Association, presented a 

petition signed by 166 residents of the Fairmount area 

asking the City to be more proactive in their relation-

ship with John Carroll University as JCU continues to 

expand in accordance with their 20-year master plan.  

After Mrs. Barlow presented the petition, she made a 

power point presentation covering the reasons why 

the city should be proactive. The reasons focused on 

quality of life for both JCU and Fairmount residents, 

property values, traffic concerns, and the architec-

tural integrity of the commercial area. She later re-

quested that Council appoint a liaison for the Fair-

mount Association to facilitate communication.  

 

Two residents spoke during the public comment. 

Mayor Leiken thanked Mrs. Barlow for her presenta-

tion and said that he and Council would like to work 

with John Carroll for the mutual benefit of both par-

ties. In response to an earlier comment, Mr. Leiken 

said that Shaker had already contacted John Carroll 

and University Heights to begin a discussion of these 

issues.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:56. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Mulligan   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGIONALISM  

If you are interested in learning more about regional-

ism including such topics as municipal service deliv-

ery, countywide governance and area bodies such as 

NOACA or the Port Authority join the regionalism 

interest group (RIG).  This group is composed of 

members from the Cuyahoga Area LWV, Cleveland 

Area LWV and Shaker Heights LWV.  RIG observes 

the meetings of the Cuyahoga County Board of Com-

missioners and is exploring the possibility of under-

taking a study such strategies as tax sharing, enhanc-

ing certain county government powers or changing 

the regional roles of several of our agencies with cross

-jurisdictional capabilities. Join in!  

Email annewill@aol.com 

 

VOTER SERVICES 

In this exciting presidential election year the county-

wide voters services committee is getting organized!  

There are many opportunities to participate includ-

ing: 

Register voters; 

Work on 2008 Countywide Votersô Guide; 

Volunteer at the Voters Information Center located 

at the Cleveland Area LWV education fund offices; 

Answer questions at televised phone banks. 

These and other activities will be taking place from 

now until the general election in November.  You can 

participate now or later, for a few hours or many.  

Just email annewill@aol.com for details and more 

information.  

 

WEB SITE DESIGN 

Have you visited our website? shakerlwv.nhlink.net  

Perhaps you have some ideas on how to improve our 

efforts to provide timely, interesting information to 

our members and the voting public.  Can you help us 

improve the design or maintain the information?  

Weôd love to hear from you.   

Email annewill@aol.com 
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Volunteer Opportunities  
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Local Observers and Substitutes  

are needed for:  

School Board 

City Council 

Human Relations/ 

 Fair Housing Review Board 

Contact Anne Williams 

annewill@aol.com  

Thank you!  

UPS Store  

and Heinenõs located at 

Shaker Town  

Center   

for their ongoing  

support.  

LWVSH Economic Development Committee   

 

The LWVSH Economic Development Committee will meet March 17 at 4:00 p.m. at 3283 Norwood Road, 

home of Patricia Burgess. At this time we will refine our purpose and establish the scope of our work.    

All members interested in the economic wellbeing of Shaker Heights are invited and encouraged to attend.  

Questions? Contact Patricia Burgess, 751 -1699 or Patricia.Burgess@sbcglobal.net    

New Member Reception 

 

For all Members, a special event to welcome new Members  

A very special guest speaker will join us, just a week  

after the primary elections:  

Jane Platten 

Director, Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 

Ms. Platten will speak and take questions. 

Shaker Lakes Nature Center 

March 12, 2008 

7:00 ï 9:00 pm  

 

This is a wonderful way to meet new and long time members! 

mailto:Patricia.Burgess@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active 

participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

 

League of Women Voters  

2902 Manchester Road  

Shaker Heights OH  44122  

 

 Educate.  Advocate.   

Participate 

SHAKER HEIGHTS VOTER  

Now available by email 

Help LWVSH save valuable resources and sign up now to  

receive your copy via email. 

Send a note to annewill@aol.com and the next Voter  

will arrive in your online mailbox. 
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