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Inside EDUCATE    PARTICIPATE    ADVOCATE  

 What Does it Mean to Participate in Our Community?       

                                                                                     

Participation in the political process is evolving.  Some of the tried and true ways 

to be involved are still with us: register & vote, read about issues in the 

newspaper or our newsletter, attend and observe public meetings, go to forums 

on topics you care about and even run for office (or run the campaign for 

someone else.)   These face to face encounters have been a cornerstone of acting 

on the issues we care about most.  But even these most basic things are changing.   

We can register voters at a table at Thornton Park with paper forms like we did 

on Memorial Day.  We can also have a laptop computer set up at a grocery store 

with wireless access, and log onto the web site of the County Board of Elections 

to check someoneôs registration status on the spot.  It is good to be able to both 

embrace the new technologies that make the most sense for our organization as 

well as maintain some of the simplicity of ñthe way things have always been done.ò  

After all, I carry a few registration forms everywhere I go, just in caseðdonôt you? 

The answer to the question ñhow do you get your information?ò is complex and 

varied.  How many of these electronic devises do you use:  a computer, a cell 

phone, PDA, óBlackberryô or an MP3 player?   I have to admit that I have recently 

embraced an MP3 player and really enjoy downloading podcasts (Living on 

Earth is my personal favorite.)  Also, I would be lost without my PDA, and the 

cell phone is a curse and a blessing.  When I need to know something, I go first to 

the internet.  The reality is most of us have some or all of these devises in our 

houses and offices, and how we use them is evolving. 

What does it mean to participate in our community in todayôs growing electronic 

culture?  Recently we started a simple list serve that we promise will not 

overload your email box!  If youôd like to join it, send a message to one of us.  For 

the first time in May, we emailed newsletters to members who had said they 

would like to receive them this way.  Would you like to get this publication by 

email?  Will you still read it?  Do we need our own óelectronicô community; a LWV-

SH podcast about local issues; an interactive website?   Weôll be brainstorming about 

these issues at our summer board meetings and you are welcome to join the discussion 

(however that works for you: in person or by email!) 

 

Julianna Johnston Senturia         Anne Williams                                                                                                         

Co-Presidents                                                                                                                                   

julianna@ameritech.net             annewill@aol.com 
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 Future Events 

September 18:  Belle Sherwin Luncheon to benefit the   

LWV Voter Information Center 
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LWV -SH MEETING LOCATIONS AND REFERENCE  

Cabinet meetings held at 2902 Manchester Road at 9:30 a.m. all are welcome 

Board meetings are held on the 2nd floor of the Main Library and begin at 9:30 a.m.  All LWSH 

members are encouraged to attend meetings. 

June 2007 

June  19 Climate Change Forum 

June  20 LWVCA Town Hall  

June  22          LWVSH Board Meeting 

July   13 LWVSH Cabinet Meeting 

July   27 LWVSH Board Meeting 

 

LWVSH  OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 

CO-PRESIDENTS, Juliana Senturia,  Anne Williams 

Juliana@ameritech.net,  Annewill@aol.com 

VICE PRESIDENTS  Lisa Gerteis,   Kurt Miller  

RECORDING SECRETARY  Marcia Goldberg    

 CORRESPONDING SECRETARY  Mary Mulligan  

 TREASURER   Robin Johnson   ASSISTANT TREASURER,  Dorothy Greenslade 
 

DIRECTORS 

 Cyntha Carroll      Jane Finley      Linda Lissauer      LaSondra McNeal-Davis    

 Lucille Mayne        Dora Rose       Jeanne Shatten      Arlene Sheeran    

 Meryl Simon          Susan Stechschulte                         Susan Stern  

 Helen Sheehan       Linda Taylor        



 

 

OBSERVER REPORTS 
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Board of Education 

May 8, 2007 

 

Present: Board members Freda Levenson, Mary 

Johnson, Annette Tucker Sutherland, Norman Bliss 

and R. Drexel Feeling (who arrived late); Mark 

Freeman, superintendent of schools, and Bryan 

Christman, treasurer 

 

The meeting started with approval of the 

minutes of the April 17, 2007, meeting. 

 

The first item of business was the 

superintendentôs Report and Recommendations. 

The board made no comment regarding 

personnel recommendations for next year. The 

next issue related to the acceptance of ñthe lowest 

responsive and responsible bidò for the cafeteria 

and stadium remodeling. On this issue, in 

response to questioning by various board 

members, Dr. Freeman stated: (a) the lowest bid 

is not automatically accepted; the reputation and 

record of a contractor is considered; (b) 

procedures for the bidding are established by 

law; (c) Shaker makes attempts to ñget out the 

wordò that contracts are available; and (d) there 

are no minority set-asides for school district 

work. Dr. Freeman also explained that Section C 

of the Superintendentôs report merely recites the 

reimbursement of transportation for certain 

students whose transportation would be too 

inconvenient or costly if undertaken by the 

school district. The board unanimously approved 

the superintendentôs Report and 

Recommendations. 

 

The second item of business was the Treasurerôs 

Report and Recommendation. As item A, the 

board considered a resolution of support for the 

School Funding Constitutional Amendment 

Proposal and the treasurer distributed a table 

projecting the fiscal impact of the constitutional 

amendment on the Shaker Heights City School 

District. Mr. Christman acknowledged that the 

figures were speculative, at best. Questioning by 

Ms. Sutherland and Ms. Levenson revealed that 

the mill rate used for calculation was also 

inaccurate. Mr. Feeling entered the meeting at 

this point, and Ms. Levenson, summing up the 

discussion for his benefit, said the board had 

concluded the figures ñwerenôt worth the paper 

they were printed on.ò  

 

Still, the board proceeded to consider the value 

of endorsing the Constitutional Amendment 

Proposal. The proposal, made by a coalition of 

associations, is a campaign to gather signatures 

to place a resolution on the ballot to amend the 

Ohio constitution. The following points were 

made: 

The tax proposal would reduce reliance on 

property tax by shifting a greater level of 

responsibility for education funding to the state. 

The proposal does not, however, specify the 

means by which the state will raise the revenue 

to fund education. The obvious alternatives are 

an income tax or a sales tax. Property taxes tend 

to be more predictable and reliable; income and 

sales taxes fluctuate in tune with economic 

cycles. 

Increased reliance on sales and income taxes 

would impact Shaker residents, but itôs 

impossible to predict whether Shaker residents 

would spend more or less on education than 

they presently do through property taxes. 

The amendment does have the benefit of 

eliminating phantom revenue. 

The amendment would provide more aid to 

children in poorer school districts. Other 

districts that presently tax themselves at lower 

rates would benefit more than Shaker. It would, 
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however, be better for the state as a whole. 

The amendment calls for commissions to be 

established; one would establish a set ñcostò of 

education; the second would provide oversight. 

A benefit of the plan is that it would reduce 

unfunded mandates. 

The amendment would not eliminate or 

cancel voted millage; it would not eliminate 

levies. 

Ms. Sutherland sought assurance that Shaker 

could still ñdo moreòðthat is, raise and spend 

more money per pupil than set by the state. The 

board considered whether the language in the 

amendment section (H) Local Funding for 

Additional Opportunities (ñThe General 

Assembly shall provide by law for additional 

voted tax levies to provide educational 

opportunities in addition to the Educational 

Components as determined by the State Board of 

Educationò) adequately protected the right to 

pass levies higher than those otherwise set. 

Ms. Levenson questioned whether the 

language in the amendment stating that each 

public school pupil has a fundamental right to 

the opportunity for a high-quality public 

education could be construed to create additional 

rights that might be asserted against the schools 

and school board. 

Politically, it is beneficial to put the amendment 

on the ballot. Failure to do so reveals political 

weakness by the education lobby. Placing it on 

the ballot creates pressure on the legislature and 

governor to act. 

The board unanimously voted to endorse the 

resolution. 

 

The board next considered the Treasurerôs 

Report and Recommendations, which consisted 

of financial statements, a statement of 

investment, the adoption of a tax rate resolution 

and a five-year financial forecast, all required to 

be reviewed and adopted by law. All were 

approved unanimously by the board. 

 

The board then went into executive session for 

personnel matters including Superintendent 

Freemanôs evaluation. 

Karla Wallach, 371-0287 

 

 

 

Shaker Heights Library  

Board of Trustees 

May 14, 2007 

 

Present: Trustees J. Allen, D. Hutt, K. 

McGovern (chairman), K. Miller, J. Shatten, D. 

Whyte; L. Dickinson, executive director; I. 

Pulver, asst. director; D. Piskac, clerk-treasurer; 

L. Miller, branch manager 

Absent: T. Schorgl 

 

Ken McGovern called the meeting to order at 

6:30 p.m. Following approval of the minutes 

of April 16, Mr. McGovern asked Jeanne 

Shatten to give an update on the strategic 

planning process. Ms. Shatten reported that 

in addition to viewing the library in its 

traditional role, the committee recognizes that 

the library is also a community gathering 

space. So the committee has been conferring 

with an urban design organization and is 

revising the libraryôs mission statement. She 

said that the committee, together with the 

consultant, expects to set down a set of goals 

and objectives within the next month. 

 

John Lisy, executive director of the Shaker 

Heights Youth Center, located at Heights 

Christian Church, gave a presentation on the 

services of the Youth Center. Suspended 

youngsters who used to hang out at the 

library are now receiving help at the Center, 

he said. The Center is using virtual learning 
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and currently serves eight expelled students. A 

mentoring program is part of the Centerôs after-

school activities. Mr. Lisyôs aim is to cooperate 

with other City groups on youth needs, hoping to 

redirect kids congregating at the library and 

playgrounds. He feels that the Center ñhas a 

positive relationship with the kids,ò who are, in 

fact, ñsome of the toughest kids in the school 

system.ò It is a voluntary program (parents have 

to sign the children in). Most of the youth are 

ñacademically challengedò and really struggling, 

and the Center, he said, is a great help to these 

young people as it works with them ñone-on-

one.ò The library cooperates with the Center in 

its six-week summer program, which served 12 

students last year. About 200-250 young people 

participate in the intensive program annually. 

 

Mr. Piskac presented the April 30 financial 

statement and the 2007 tax budget, both of which 

were approved. Both receipts and expenditures 

showed little change over the same period in 

2006. Mr. Piskac also reported that the library is 

getting alternative quotes for new copying 

machines and intends to install four altogether at 

the two buildings, instead of the current five. The 

new ones will operate with ñdebit cardsò instead 

of coins and will be more user-friendly.  

 

Mr. Dickinson discussed the Ohio Library 

Legislative Day in Columbus, which he attended, 

describing the struggles libraries are having 

trying to keep up with inflation, especially in 

regard to health care costs. Shaker, he pointed 

out, is fortunate to have additional support from 

the community through property taxes. ñWhile 

our funding situation is problematic, it is not so 

dire as more than 70% of Ohio public libraries, 

which rely almost completely on state funds,ò he 

said. Usage at the Shaker Heights Public Library 

increased by 25% from 2000 to 2006. 

 

Gifts totaling $250 were accepted. 

Evelyn Krent, 991-0802 

 

 

City Council Special Meeting and 

Work Session 

May 14, 2007 

 

Present: Mayor Judy Rawson; Council members 

Al Foster, Brian Gleisser, Earl Leiken, Nancy 

Moore, Lynn Ruffner, Earl Williams and Rob 

Zimmerman 

Others present: Margaret Cannon, law director; 

Jeri Chaikin, CAO; Joyce Braverman, director of 

City Planning; William Gruber, chief counsel; 

and directors of other departments. 

 

Special Meeting: 

1. Council declared an emergency, accepted 

on first reading and approved authorizing a 

contract without competitive bidding with F. 

Buddie Contracting in the amount of $490,000 

for design and construction of the Shaker 

Median Trail.  

 

Work Session: 

A presentation was made by Pam Quinn, 

director of Community Life, of the Thornton 

Park renovation, which will be completed in 

time for a Memorial Day ribbon-cutting 

ceremony. Council applauded all the people 

involved in the project. 

 

The work session ended at 7:45 

 

After a 10-minute break, Council began an 

executive session. 

Stevie Robinson 216-561-3112 
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Community Life and Health 

May 17, 2007 

 

Present: Committee members A. Foster (chair), D. 

Alexander, B. Eiger, L. Holmes, E. Williams; P. 

Quinn, director of Community Life; J. Chaikin, 

CAO 

 

Mr. Foster called the meeting to order at 6:15 

p.m. The minutes of the March 15 meeting were 

approved. 

 

Ms. Quinn presented the Thornton Park 

Standards of Operation. Included are all pools, 

skateboard park, basketball court, climbing wall, 

playground, tennis courts and ice arena. 

 

Thornton Park Operating Standards and 

Renovations Update 

I. Special Certifications: All Thornton Park 

fulltime and school-age care staff are certified in 

CPR and first aid. All fulltime staff at Thornton and 

Shaker Community Building are trained in the use 

of the Automated External Defibrillator. Summer 

camp counselors are certified in first aid and CPR. 

 

II. Preventative Maintenance 

A. Playgrounds: Playgrounds maintained by the 

Community Life Dept.ôs facility manager are: 

Ludlow, Winslow, Sussex, Around the World, 

Chelton and Thornton Park. These areas are 

inspected daily in the spring, summer and fall. This 

includes trash and litter removal, raking woodchips, 

sidewalk cleaning, graffiti removal and repairs of all 

equipment. 

B. Fields: The facility manager is responsible for 

the maintenance of 12 athletic fields. This includes 

top dressing, ever seeding, aeration and fertilization. 

Laura Holmes mentioned an incident last year 

involving an outside group that had permission to 

use an athletic field, tried to repair the field and 

caused damage to it instead. Jeri Chaikin replied 

that since that event, no outside group can use a 

field unless an agreement is signed saying that 

any damage done will be repaired at the groupôs 

expense. 

C. Swimming Pool: Community Life staff under 

the direction of the facility manager maintains the 

outdoor pool. Four certified pool operators test 

the pool water daily. The Health Dept. sanitarian 

inspects the pool prior to opening and also at 

various times throughout the season. Centers for 

Disease Control guidelines are followed. Laura 

Holmes asked about posting a sign concerning 

procedures for rescue drills. Pam Quinn 

responded that before a drill, signs are posted at 

the pool and announcements are made over the 

public address system. 

D. Ice Arena: In-house staff maintains the ice 

arena. The ice is edged weekly. Compressors are 

checked daily and the cooling tower that cools the 

compressors is maintained semiannually. Daily 

maintenance includes cleaning bathrooms, 

bleachers, lobby, concession, locker rooms and 

outside the entrances. 

E. Tennis Courts: Thorntonô five courts and 

Shaker Family Centerô three courts are 

maintained daily during the summer months. 

 

III. Thornton Park Amenities  

A. Swimming Pool: Pool is 50-meter Olympic-

size and lined. New to the pool this year is a 

current channel attached to the shallow section. It 

is 3 1/2 feet deep and can fit three people across. 

The channel has a gentle, continuously flowing 

current. Floating noodles will be provided to use 

in the channel. The tot pool water depth ranges 

from 6 to 18 inches in a freeform pool with two 

entries. A water bench is also located in the pool. 

A turtle will spout water. The spray pad attached 

to the tot pool is zero depth and includes a small 

waterfall and spray features. The pad has a water 

fence that allows different formations of water 

spray. 
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Guests: Guests paying daily rates must pay at the 

arenaôs front office and receive a wristband to wear 

for entrance to the pool. Pass holders receive a 

wristband at the pool entry desk after showing 

attendant their pool pass. Pool pass sales are up 

42% from 2006. Pool rules are posted on the 

building adjacent to the pool. 

Lifeguards: Lifeguards are trained and licensed by 

Jeff Ellis and Associates. Thornton has used this 

company for 14 years. In the past, two lifeguards 

have lost their jobs due to not performing up to Ellis 

standards. Lifeguards must pass a water readiness 

test and receive site-specific training before they are 

assigned to lifeguard shifts. Jeff Ellis and 

Associates will audit the lifeguards three times over 

the summer. These audits are unannounced. Weekly 

in-service training is mandatory for lifeguards. 

B. Skateboard Park: An attendant that will check 

for Shaker identification and a Thornton Park ID. 

All participants must wear protective equipment 

(helmets and shoes). There is an access road for 

delivery trucks and emergency vehicles. 

C. Playground: The existing play equipment was 

relocated to the new play area. A new horizontal 

climbing wall was installed. Wood carpeting is used 

on the ground. It is very soft and thick, and must be 

raked to be maintained. A walking trail (8/10 of a 

mile) is nearby. 

D. Concession: Healthy items, including granola 

bars, frozen yogurt and soft pretzels, have been 

added to the concession menu. No trans fat will be 

used for fried foods. A mobile cart will be making 

the rounds of the park to sell bottles of water, soda 

and 100% fruit juice. 

E. Basketball Court: A new basketball court was 

installed on the park grounds. Hours of operation 

differ from summer to fall. There are segmented 

times for each age group, so the court does not 

become too crowded and small children are not 

playing at the same time as teens. The court has an 

attendant and is only available to Shaker residents 

with a Thornton Park photo ID. 

 

IV. Supervision at Thornton Park 

Two adult park supervisors oversee the pool 

and park areas. Two college-age head 

lifeguards cover the pool daily. Three part-time 

supervisors cover the concession stand and 

park. Surveillance cameras will be in place to 

cover the pool, skateboard park, playground 

and basketball court. 

 

Thornton Park Budget Update 

$3,239,819.00 ï original approved contract 

$2,243,399.22 ï total payments to date 

$100,141.48 ï Total change orders to date 

$3,350,882.26 ï New adjusted contract amount 

 

Next meeting is June 21 at 6:15 p.m. The 

meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

Patty Knoth, 491-0823 

 

 

 

Finance Committee 

May 21, 2007 

 

Attendance: E. Leiken, chairman; members B. 

Gleisser, N. Moore, E. Williams, L. Lalley, M. 

Cenedella, M. Kolb; Mayor J. Rawson, CAO J. 

Chaikin, Director of Finance J. Lehman, and C. 

Neilson of the Cleveland Water Board 

 

The Committee approved the Planning 

Departmentôs request to apply for and to 

accept, if granted, a grant of $75,000 from 

NOACAôs  Transportation for Livable 

Communities department. The required 

matching funds will come from the projectôs 

sponsors and from Shaker Heights. The grant 

will allow the City to complete a plan for the 

Warrensville/Van Aken and the surrounding 
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commercial district and create a mixed-use 

downtown in the area. 

 

The Shaker Heights Police Department has 

contracts with Solon and Maple Heights to house 

prisoners if the Shakerôs city jail is full. The 

daily rate for both suburbs has increased from 

$75 to $85 per day per prisoner. An amendment 

to the contracts was approved. 

 

The Neighborhood Revitalization Department 

requested that nuisance abatement contracts 

totaling $752,422 be awarded to KEMS 

Construction, FIS Field Services, Absolute 

Exteriors Inc. and Finest Builders Inc. for 43 

properties; and contracts totaling $98,048 to 

Protect-a-Cote and Finest Builders for driveway 

work on 17 properties. The work will begin in 

mid June. Nuisance abatement properties are 

often in foreclosure and properties change 

ownership quickly. To protect the Cityôs 

investment, it is necessary to have liens placed 

before properties change ownership. 

 

Neighborhood Revitalization also requested that 

the nuisance abatement program be financed 

again by the sale of taxable special obligation 

notes awarded and sold at a private sale to the 

Cuyahoga County Treasurer in the amount of 

$500,000. The debt service for this note is paid 

by property owners of the houses listed as 

nuisance property. 

 

Christopher Neilson, Commissioner of the 

Cleveland Water Department, outlined the 

proposed Regional Water Service, Asset 

Transfer and Economic Development Zone 

agreements. The City of Cleveland increased 

water rates over the past five years. The 

proposed plan would regionalize the water 

supply and place it as the responsibility of the 

City of Cleveland. Ownership and replacement 

and repairs would no longer be the 

responsibility of the suburbs and the 

implementation of a five-year $10-million per 

year water-main replacement and repair plan 

becomes the responsibility of the Cleveland Water 

Services. The plan requires each participating 

suburb to limit tax abatement for any business 

relocating from Cleveland to the suburb or to share 

income taxes. The  participating suburb must agree 

to amend its existing Water Service Agreement for 

Direct Service and to sign the Asset Transfer 

agreement and Joint Economic Development Zone 

agreement. The goal is to create a regional water 

supply system. The region has 65 suburbs and Mr. 

Neilson believes 15 of them, including Shaker 

Heights, will join this year. By joining, Shaker 

Heights is eligible to be included in the 2008 

allocation of the first $10 million of capital funds 

available. Since Cleveland has already raised its 

water rates, the City will have the benefit of  having 

the funds to begin needed improvements. However, 

there is no guarantee Shaker will get some of each 

yearôs allocation, and it will lose control of the 

waterline system. 

Barbara Luton, 752-5137 

 

Landmark Commission 

May 23, 2007 

 

Present: Chair and City Council member Brian 

Gleisser; Citizen members Sarah Beimers, Ira 

Lowenstein, Ron Reed, Nancy Kennedy; Stacy Beck 

(nee Pfau) of the Planning Department 

Absent: Jan Devereaux 

 

The meeting began at 7:35 p.m. The minutes from 

the April 25, 2007, meeting were revised and 

approved. 

 

Ms. Beck reviewed a resolution presented to the 

Landmark Commission (LC) for the ñMarshall 

Compoundò of homes located at 3074 Lee 

(ñMarshall Mansionò), 16300 South Woodland, 

16310 South Woodland and 16333 Parkland. 
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A review of the timeline for making each 

individual home a local landmark was also 

presented. Following a vote in favor of the 

resolution, the homeowners will be notified of 

the LCôs intent to make the homes local 

landmarks. No property owner has requested 

that the LC designate their home a local 

landmark. The property at 3074 Lee Road (also 

known as the Marshall Mansion) was under a 

building moratorium to meet the requirements 

for a local andmark. The designation process 

began when the home was being renovated. 

According to Ms. Beck, the moratorium 

requiring renovations be completed according 

to the landmark ordinance expired several 

months ago. 

 

The resolution begins the formal process of 

designating all four homes local landmarks, 

subject to the codified landmark ordinances. 

Members of the LC and Ms. Beck noted that 

requirements for local landmarks are stronger 

than those for a landmark district. 

 

Ms. Beimers inquired whether each home would 

require a separate report for designation. Ms. 

Beck informed the LC that each would require 

a report identifying the criteria each home 

meets for designation. Ms. Beimers noted that 

the report could have ñblock and copyò 

elements when written. 

 

The Van Sweringen Mansion at 17400 South 

Park Boulevard has requested a review by both 

the LC and the Architectural Review Board to 

extend a stone wall in the side/rear yard. The 

home is a local landmark, subject to the 

landmark ordinances. The LC and ABR are 

scheduled to meet jointly on June 4, 2007, to 

discuss the request. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

Helen Sheehan, 752-6831 

 

 

 

 

Shaker Heights City Council 

May 29, 2007 

 

Present: Mayor Judy Rawson; Council members Al 

Foster, Earl Leiken, Nancy Moore, Earl Williams, 

Lynn Ruffner, Rob Zimmerman, Brian Gleisser 

 

Also present: Jeri Chaikin, CAO; William Boag, 

director of Public Works; William M Ondrey Gruber, 

chief counsel; Kamla Lewis, director of Neighborhood 

Revitalization; Walter Ugrinic, chief of police; Joyce 

Braverman, director of Planning; John Lehman, 

director finance; Patrick Campbell, director of 

Economic Development; J. Christopher Nielson, 

commissioner of the Cleveland Division of Water 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. A 

public hearing on the designation of Winslow Road 

as a local landmark was held. One person was 

neutral on the issue, raising both pros and cons. 

Another person spoke against the designation based 

on increased expenses for homeowners. Lastly, a 

homeowner spoke in favor of the designation as a 

way to improve the neighborhood. The hearing 

closed at 7:55 p.m. 

 

Minutes from the April 23 meeting were approved. 

Corp. Edward Curtin and Corp. Timothy Keck 

were thanked for their service in the police 

department. 

 

Public comments on agenda items: 

Barbara Barlow, of the newly formed Fairmount 

Neighborhood Association, spoke to agenda item 

No. 4, which proposes a new agreement with the 

City of Cleveland related to water main ownership 
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director of Public Works of Cleveland. The 

director will present the list to Cleveland City 

Council for final approval.  

 

Mr. Leiken stated that the Finance Committee 

approved this because we are already paying for it 

with rate increases and because there are no 

serious complaints about performance. We have 

significant infrastructure needs in our City and this 

is a way to pay for this large burden. There were 

many questions from Council members, and Mr. 

Zimmerman asked that the ordinance have a full 

three readings given the significance of the matter. 

Concern over the length of the agreement was 

raised; in addition, there was confusion over what 

the actual language in the agreement was and when 

it could be cancelled. It is, in fact, a minimum of a 

20-year agreement. Mr. Gleisser pointed out that it 

would be better to have a regional authority. He 

was concerned that over the life of the agreement 

there would be different Cleveland mayors and 

Council members and that the agreement could be 

used to leverage other issues. Mr. Leiken agreed 

that everyone would probably prefer a regional 

authority, but he supports moving forward because 

this is the proposal before the City. He also agreed 

that the nuances need to be understood better, 

especially the cancellation of the agreement, which 

was not made clear in the committee meeting. Staff 

agreed to post information of the website. 

 

The Commissioner said that there is time pressure 

because he needs to get the list of proposed projects 

from Shaker to be considered in the first round of 

work. This will be raised at the June 11 special 

meeting and work session of Council. 

 

Winslow Road Designated Local Landmark 

Council approved designating Winslow Road as a 

local landmark. This was passed on the first 

reading following suspension of the rules. Mr. 

Foster voted against the ordinance. The landmark 

area includes Winslow Road between Farnsleigh 

and Avalon roads. Designation was recommended 

by the Landmark Commission. 

and joint economic development agreements. Ms. 

Barlow raised concerns that for such an important 

issue, no one seems to know about it. She said she 

witnessed a problem in her neighborhood that took 

two months to resolve, and wondered if the service 

response would be adequate. She also expressed 

concern that there is no direct recourse for citizens 

under the agreement to a representative 

government; i.e., Cleveland City Council has final 

approval of project lists. She wondered if this 

shouldnôt be under a regional authority. Her other 

concerns: Will the City get enough in return? How 

will each cityôs needs be assessed? What exactly 

will remain in our budget? Isnôt 20 years too long? 

 

A resident and local business owner spoke in 

opposition to agenda item No. 9, an ordinance 

awarding contracts for nuisance abatement work. 

He says his company (Lewis Construction) was 

unfairly rejected and that he was given incorrect 

information on the phone from City staff. He said 

that his company has never received a complaint 

about work done. 

 

Water Service Agreement and Transfer of 

Ownership of Water Lines 

On first reading; no action was taken. Mr. Nielson 

presented an overview of the 20-year agreement 

that transfers ownership of Shakerôs water mains 

and lines to the City of Cleveland. In return, the 

maintenance and replacement of the lines would 

become the responsibility of Cleveland. 

Additionally, Shaker would agree to joint economic 

development terms that include revenue sharing 

and a ban on income tax abatement. The City of 

Cleveland would agree to spend approximately $10 

million a year on the needs of all participating 

suburbs. Thus far, approximately 10 suburbs have 

formally signed on or have almost completed the 

process. The funds come from the recent rate 

increases that all users are already paying. 

Choosing the projects that need work will be based 

on these criteria: break history, water quality, fire 

flow information and street construction projects. 

The list of proposed projects will go before the 

Water Council of Governments, then to the 



 

 

Small Changes to Comply with State Law 

Council passed unanimously several small changes 

in the Shaker Code to reflect changes in the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

Wage Increase for Mayor Proposed 

No action was taken on two proposals related to 

compensation for Council and for Mayor. There 

was some discussion about giving a cost-of-living 

raise to the Mayor office effective in January 

2008. Mr. Gleisser suggested that the salary be set 

(based on cost-of-living increases) at $80,000 for 

2008-2012. The salary has not been raised since 

2000.  There was agreement that a fuller 

discussion should take place on this issue at 

another meeting. 

 

Back-Up Incarceration Facilities Approved 

Council approved unanimously amendments to the 

contracts with the cities of Solon for an $85 daily 

rate for housing persons incarcerated, on an as-

needed basis, and with the City of Maple Heights. 

Chief Ugrinic explained that these contracts 

provide extra space for prisoners only if needed 

and the chargess are set by the city providing the 

space. The rates have gone up recently, and both 

cities added provisions that assess charges for 

prisoners transferred to medical facilities. This is 

why the ordinances must be passed again. This 

was previously approved by the Finance and 

Safety and Public Works committees. 

 

Construction Contract Approved for Horseshoe 

Lake 

Council approved unanimously on first reading, 

following suspension of the rules, a contract with 

Precision Engineering & Contracting for a total 

amount estimated at $761,010 for construction and 

related services for Horseshoe Lake Park 

improvements. This is the same contractor that 

handled the Thornton Park updates. 

 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 

 

NOACA Grant to study Warrensville/Van Aken 

Redevelopment Area 

Council approved unanimously the acceptance of 

a $75,000 grant from the Northeast Ohio Area-

wide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) for the 

planning and redesign of the Warrensville/Van 

Aken Redevelopment Area. This was passed on a 

first reading following suspension of the rules. It 

was previously approved by the Finance 

Committee. 

 

Rite-Aid Drive -Thru Approved  

Council approved the conditional use permit 

previously approved by the Planning 

Commission for a drive-thru for Rite -Aid, 20405 

Chagrin Blvd. This was passed on first reading 

following suspension of the rules. 

 

Funding for Nuisance Abatement 

Council approved unanimously on first reading an 

ordinance that provides for the issuance and sale 

of special obligation notes of $500,000 to be used 

to pay for nuisance abatement projects, including 

repairing and securing unsafe, abandoned, 

vacant, defective, etc. housing and making 

emergency corrections. This is the way the City 

pays for the program that identifies nuisances 

and corrects them when owners refuse to 

comply. There is no cost to taxpayers. The funds 

are recouped by billing owners and, if necessary, 

filing a property tax lien. 

 

Approval of Bids for Nuisance Abatement 

Contractors 

Council approved unanimously on first reading, 

following suspension of the rules,  five contracts 

for the 2007 nuisance abatement program with 

KEMS Construction, FIS Field Services, Finest 

Builders, Absolute Exteriors and Protect-a-Cote 

totaling $870,285. This was previously approved 

by the Finance Committee. 
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Ms. Barlow spoke about problems with trash 

collection at CVS at Fairmount Circle. The trash 

is unsightly and overflowing. The Fairmount 

Neighborhood Association is asking for the Cityôs 

help. Mayor Rawson said that the City will send 

Health Department inspectors to the site and that 

Ms. Chaikin will follow up with Ms. Barlow.  

 

A resident in a Fairmount condominium has 

concerns about an issue with a John Carroll 

University-owned building at 20201 North Park 

Blvd. There is a wall in disrepair and water is 

flowing onto her driveway. Mayor Rawson 

explained that a number of people are working 

on this problem and will keep her informed. 

 

Adjournment was called at 10:25 p.m. The next 

regular council meeting is scheduled for June 25, 

2007, at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Julianna Johnston Senturia, 

 921-5413 

 

 

 

 

 Legacy Award of League of 

WomenVoters Shaker Heights 

 

 

In 2001, the Shaker LWV established a Legacy 

Award to honor Shaker League members who 

have made significant contributions to the League 

and thus to our entire community. Through their 

leadership, hard work, and devotion, these 

women have had a lasting impact on all of our 

lives. The Legacy Award established to honor 

them recognizes these same qualities in young 

adults and is given to a senior in high school who, 

through his/her actions, has consistently 

demonstrated a commitment to improving our 

community. The Legacy Award is a cash award 

to be used for continuing education. Students are 

nominated by teachers, coaches, administrators, 

and guidance counselors in high schools that have 

an academic presence in the city of Shaker 

Heights.  

 

The recipient of the 2007 Legacy Award is 

Anthony Williams of Shaker Heights High School.  

We recognized Mr. Williams for creating his own 

legacy through his contributions to this community 

as a devoted member of the Minority Achievement 

Committee (MAC Scholars), a group of high 

achieving African American male students who are 

mentors to underachieving ninth and tenth grade 

African American males.   He is described by his 

student advisor as ña strong young man, a scholar 

and a leader, willing and capable of taking on the 

challenge of motivating and inspiring younger 

students.ò  Anthony is deeply concerned about the 

status of African American men.  He sincerely 

believes that intervention will improve 

achievement.  He was always available to help 

younger students and showed an unusually high 

level of commitment to others, even for a MAC 

Scholar. He set very high standards for himself as 

well, turning his own academic record around 

after a slow start in ninth grade.  We are proud to 

present Anthony with the Legacy Award, knowing 

that he has already changed our community ï in 

true League fashion! 

 

Our previous Legacy Award recipients were 

Gabrielle Scherzer, Lauren LaMalfa, Alexandra 

Buder Shapiro, and Kevin Margolius, all from 

Shaker Heights High School, and Kathleen Adams 

from Hathaway Brown School.  

 

Donôt forget to honor your League friends on a 

significant birthday, birth of a child or grandchild, 

or any other celebration by making a donation to 

the Legacy Fund.  You can do so by mailing your 

contribution to Meryl Simon, 19800 Fairmount 

Boulevard, Shaker Heights, 44122.  And you can 

also donate to the Legacy Award on your Shaker 

League membership renewal form this fall.  We 

hope that you will help us recognize the 
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importance of passing the Leagueôs legacy to our 

next generation of community leaders.   

 

Kathy Englehart 

491-9948 

kenglehart@sbcglobal.net 
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 League Members Invited to Join New 

Economic Development Committee 

 

Many economic development issues are dramatically 

changing Shakerôs two major shopping areas.  Based 

on LWVSHôs historical and ongoing interest in 

community planning issues and expansion of the Cityôs 

tax base while maintaining the integrity of surrounding 

residential areas, the League has created a new 

Economic Development Committee.  The committee is 

open to all interested members and will look at two big 

project areas in the City:  

1) The Shaker Town Center project, including the 

Lee-Van Aken transit station; Kenyon Road resident 

concerns, and the sale of the city-owned property to the 

developer to repay Urban Renewal Bond. 

2) The planning and implementation of the 

Warrensville /Chagrin/Van Aken projects, including 

the University Hospitals, Inc. site and the process of 

developing a plan for the area. 

Never heard of a JEDZ?  Think TIF is an argument?  

Donôt worry!  Experience with the issues is welcome 

but is not required.  The details of the committee, 

including how often and when to meet, will be further 

refined at the first few meetings of the group.  This is a 

great way to get more involved without making a big 

time commitment.   

Interested members can contact Julianna Johnston 

Senturia for more information at 

julianna@ameritech.net or 921-5413.   
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This column will highlight board and cabinet 

members of the LWV Shaker Heights In this 

issue, former LWV-Shaker Heights President 

Mary Mulligan shares how she first became 

involved with the League, and why sheôs back on 

the Board this year. 

What was your first encounter with the LWV 

and why did you join? 
My first contact with the LWV came when Jan 

Wallace asked me my thoughts on the emerging 

issue of reorganization of elementary schools in 

Shaker. I was impressed that the League was way 

out ahead on this issue. The LWV was reviewing 

and discussing the concept of reorganization at 

least two years before it entered the public debate. 

I joined the Shaker LWV when I was asked to 

observe the School Board. 

What has been one of your favorite activities 

with the Shaker League?                                            
Advocacy and study are my favorite activities in 

the LWV. I love reviewing current issues and 

analyzing institutional responses. 

What is your current role in the LWV?  
In the past, I have held several positions within the 

LWV including President. I am currently 

Corresponding Secretary. I look forward to being 

back on the Board and engaging in the thought-

provoking discussions on issues currently facing 

our community. 

 

Mary moved to Shaker Heights (Mercer) 23 years 

ago when her first daughter was ready for 

kindergarten. She has 4 children, all of whom 

have graduated from Shaker.  She grew up in a 

small town in NW Missouri but her husband, 

John, grew up on Douglas Road. He is a lawyer 

at McDonald, Hopkins. She taught Social Studies 

at Normandy High School in Parma but after her 

first child was born, she became a stay-at-home 

mom. She is currently an adjunct instructor at 

Ursuline College.  

 

On Board 
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LWVSH Volunteer Opportunities:   

Are you Interested in working with other league members on voter 

registration, voter education or the Fall 2007 Votersõ Guide and 

candidatesõ night?    What about Observing City Council, City 

Committees or the School Board?  How about helping out with the 

Voter or working on the Education Forum committee?  These one 

time or ongoing opportunities are a great way to meet other 

League members.  Just email annewill@aol.com or 

julianna@ameritech.net for more information.  

League of Women Voters of Ohio Education Fund made possible by a grant from The Joyce Foundation, The Kettering Fund and LWVUS.


