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Is Your Next Door Neighbor A Member of the League?

Inside this Issue

This is an important year for LWV Shaker Heights, as we have local
elections this year for City Council, Mayor and School Board. At our July
Board meeting we talked about a wide range of city issues and agreed on
the questions weoll be asking cand
we al ways do in our Voteros Guide

For many people, their main exposure to the League is through the

Voterds Gui de. It i s perhaps what
LWV: unbiased, accurate election information. The guide is underway
and we have set a date for ™ahtte Can

Middle School auditorium. This electoral preparation is one of our main
focuses right now, and another is readying our annual membership drive.
For me, they are very closely related. In order to do this important
election education, we need a strong membership base.

As you return from summer vacations and begin to feel the crisp focus of
autumn too soon to arrive, many appeals for a variety of worthy causes
will begin to appear in your mail box. Our membership renewal will be
there also, and | hope youodll repl
to go one step further as well, in this important local election year. Please
consider whether anyone you know may like to join the League. We can
easily provide you with membership materials. Have you asked your next
door neighbors to join the League? How about a friend from work, book
club or PTO? Contact membership chairs Helen Sheehan
h_sheehan@hotmail.com or Lisa Gerteis lisagerteis@sbcglobal.net for
materials or more information on how you can help build our League.

Julianna Johnston Senturia Anne Williams
Co-Presidents

julianna@ameritech.net annewill@aol.com
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August 2007

August 28 5:300 7:30 Meet Jane Platten, the new Director of the Cuyahoga Bounty Board of Electiofs. She
will meet and greet the community in a town hall meeting sponsored by the Greater Cleveland Voter
Coalition: Laborers Local 310 Hall 3250 Euclid Avenue

August 31 9:30 a.mBoard Meeting: Main Library
September 2007

September 6 5:30 pm Training session for moderators and speakers on ballot issues at Independende
Library. Sponsored by the LWV Cuyahoga Area www.lwvcra.org

September 13 7:00 pm LWV Cuyahoga Area First Thursday Forum Umerley Center Rocky River Topic:
the Great Lakes Water Wars with Peter Annin

September 14 9:30 am LWVSH Cabinet Meeting

September 17 12:00 pm Jim Rokakis, Cuyahoga County Treasurer will discuss the explosion of private
mortgage foreclosures. City Club of Cleveland Friday Forum

September 18 11:30 LWV Cleveland presents Belle Sherwin Luncheon. See p. 15 for more details
September 28 LWVSH Board Meeting 9:30 a.m.
September 27 40 7 pm Family Court Forum See p. 15 for more information
October 2007
October18 LWV SH Candi dat es o Forum Shaker Hei ghjts

LOCATIONS AND REFERENCE
o Cabinet meetings held at 2902 Manchester Road at 9:30 a.m. all are welcome

o Board meetings are held on the 2nd floor of the Main Library and begin at 9:30 a.m. All LWSH
members are encouraged to attend meetings.

e City Club of Cleveland: www.cityclub.org or 216-621-0082

LWVSH OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
CO-PRESIDENTS Juliana Senturia, Anne Williams
Juliana@ameritech.net, Annewill@aol.com
VICE PRESIDENTSL.isa Gerteis, Kurt Miller
RECORDING SECRETARYMarcia Goldberg
CORRESPONDING SECRETARYWary Mulligan

TREASURER Robin Johnson ASSISTANT TREASURER Dorothy Greenslade

DIRECTORS
Cyntha Carroll  Jane Finley  Linda Lissauer LaSondra McNeal-Davis
Lucille Mayne Dora Rose  Jeanne Shatten  Arlene Sheeran
Meryl Simon Susan Stechschulte Susan Stern
Helen Sheehan Linda Taylor
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OBSERVER REPORTS

Neighborhood Revitalization
June 13, 2007

Present: Brian Gleisser, chair; Marguerite Bibb,
Matthew Lehman, Nancy

Program Summary

e $5,000 grants to owner-occupant buyers of two-
family houses

Mo o § eapplifaRt-Buthérd muLrkal Bctupied thé d

Lynn Ruffn(_ar; J_eri Chaiken, _chief administra_tiV(_a officer; property for at least two years
Kamla Lewis, director of Neighborhood Revitalization;

William Hanson, director of Housing Inspection; James ®

Applicants must have attended city-sponsored

Ziegler, director of Building; Jayme Lucas, staff member landlord training classes

of Neighborhood Revitalization; and Lisa Geddott,
assistant law director

1. Proposed Pilot Program for Winslow Road

The Neighborhood Revitalization department was
asked by City Council to develop a pilot program to
encourage owner occupancy of two-family properties.
Foll owing are the staff
two alternative approaches to be considered by the
committee. As background to this proposal, Ms.
Lewis said that there were three considerations
regarding deciding about this program:

This is not a stand-alone programa it is one of
several initiatives to strengthen
neighborhoods.

There is a fundamental market shift away from
two-family ownership. The program is not
aimed to reverse the trend, but rather to try
to make Shaker Heights the most attractive
option in the area. The goal is to use
marketing for growing awareness for
different uses of two-family houses and to
make them attractive.

c. Focus groups have reflected the fact that there
is N0 magic program to attract owner-
occupants. The implementation of this
proposal is not guaranteed to be successful.

The program will be launched as a modest pilot
program on Winslow Road, a street that it is felt has
the best possibility for success. The 2006 owner-
occupancy rate on Winslow was 48.1%. The goal is to
increase that rate to 54%o, which would mean a net
gain of 10 new owner-occupant buyers. Between 2004
and 2006, 16 properties were sold on the street, and
11 of those were to owner-occupants. There are
currently 14 properties for sale on Winslow.

(OS]

e If the properties are in foreclosure or delinquent
in payment of property taxes, if they have been
declared public nuisances, or if owners have
received a fine through
activity program, they would not be eligible for the
grant

o I Thepogranewdloastart with spilot progran Vv i
on Winslow Road to test effectiveness

The program would be available for a limited time
only and be on a first-come, first-served basis

The marketing would be around new uses for two-
family houses: for example, live-work arrangements,
Aimot-im€mawod suites, et c.

Two options were to be voted on at this meeting:

Option A: Grants of up to $5,000 that can be used
for any of the following:

e Property upgrades of various kinds

e Property management services; generally this
costs about $2,000 per year per rental unit.

Applicants would have to apply, be approved for
their proposed expenditures, and then be
reimbursed for expenditures.

Option B: Rebates of $5,000 that could be used for
any purpose by the applicant. It would be very
simple to administer. Applicants would only have to
demonstrate eligibility by remaining in the home for
two years.

Program Cost: $50,000 per year for 10 new owner-
occupant buyers, starting with pay-outs in 2009.

The question was raised whether this program
would duplicate some of the other housing programs
in Shaker. This is the only program that would
target owner-occupied housing. Ms. Moore felt that
the simpler the program, the more attractive it
would be to buyers. She suggested the better option
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would be Option B. In answer to a question about
where the 14 houses were on Winslow, Ms. Lewis
said that they run the full length of the street, from
Avalon to Farnsleigh.

Ms. Bibb asked about retaining those owners after
the two years were up. Ms. Lewis said that once
people got vested in the neighborhood, they would
stay. She also stated that ads are being developed to
attract buyers, emphasizing the Historic District
aspect and the various uses of the homes, as well as
the convenient location.

The two options were voted on, and Option B was
selected to be implemented.

2. Amendments to the Community Reinvestment
Area Ordinance

Background: In 2006, the city passed legislation
establishing five Community Reinvestment Areas to
create partial tax abatement for eligible residential
properties in those areas. This program is
authorized by and based on state law. Due to an
amendment to this
must be amended to reflect the change in state law.

The original city ordinance provides that an
application for the tax exemption must be
submitted within six months of the completion of
construction. Now, based on the change in the Ohio
Code, the proposed amendment states that rather
than a deadline of six months for submitting an
application, the application can be made at any
time during the exemption time period, which
under the cityods
date construction or remodeling is completed.

The proposed amendment to the ordinance also
reflects the cityébs
clearly by stating that the exemption first applies in
the year that the construction or remodeling would
first be subject to taxation. Even though some of
the language in the state law is unclear and may be
clarified in the future, the city administration
recommends that the ordinance be amended now to
reflect the change in state law that is not subject to
debate. The amendment was approved by the
committee.

3. Recommendations for City Infill Housing
Program

The city has promoted the idea that new scattered-
site infill housing could play an important role as
one strategy for neighborhood revitalization.

st at u tPrPPOse]sirycturg. I'n(i“

or di na VS &Ucqs explaingd pther

I nt ets 000 Briitikfill Boikingfogrémt vihicte !

Shaker Heights owns 12 residential lots that
would be appropriate for scattered-site housing,
and there are approximately 75 buildable
privately owned lots.

By way of background, Rysar Properties has
built homes on two privately owned lots and two
city-owned lots, which resulted in $900,000 in
new residential development in the Moreland
and Ludlow neighborhoods. The project also
spurred investment by other developers, which
resulted in an additional $1 million in new
housing development on privately owned lots

Although there were successes, one of the main
drawbacks was that developers were not eager
to develop lots that were not pre-sold.
Therefore, a new approach would be to focus on
lot-by-lot development to a pre-identified owner
-occupant, with a continued emphasis on high-
quality design.

Ms . Lucas explained the

id could apply to
the City to purchase lots ;gr ?ﬁésdev%%pr%%ntﬁo nee
owner-occupied single-family homes. They could
also apply for a $5,000 architectural subsidy for
those lots that the city deems more challenging
for redevelopment based on size, configuration
and location. In exchange for the subsidy, the
city would be able to offer architectural plans
and/or modifications at a significantly
discounted rate to future Shaker buyers.
isigns.of the
program: what would be re ljl.é;eadqg}szppl?carntg m 1
and how projects would be reviewed and
approved. The city has budgeted approximately
aw
would provide three $5,000 architectural
subsides.

Interesting fact: A study by the Urban Land
Institute found that one infill house can increase
investment and housing values to nearby
existing housing by 8%-10% over normal
appreciation and investment rates.

An issue that elicited some discussion was the

proposal that neighborhood association

members and nearby residents would be invited

to the potential owner sd
proposals. Mr. Gleisser thought that plans to

build would need community support and
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suggested that the information be given to the
neighborhood association in the area before anyone
applies to build. The neighbors should know up front
what the issues are. They might prefer that the lot
remain vacant, and there might be valid reasons for
that opinion.

Ms. Lucas asked for approval to market the lots and
provide a $5,000 subsidy for each. The proposal was
approved.

After the regular agenda items were completed, a
Winslow Road resident questioned the information
given at the beginning of the meeting, namely the fact
that 11 of the 16 houses sold on the street are owner-
occupied. He said he knew of a couple that were not.
There was no response to this comment. Another
guest asked whether there would be any discussion
about the number of foreclosures in Shaker and was
told that this would be the subject of a future
meeting.

The meeting was adjourned. The next meeting will be
July 18, 2007.

Nora Kancelbaum, 282562

Finance Committee
June 18, 2007
Present: E. Leikin, chairman; B. Gleisser, N. Moore, J.

HIDTA will buy an additional 45 MARCS radios
and service for approximately $215,987.

3. Public Workso
contract with Burgess & Niple for design and
engineering of the South Woodland Area
Infrastructure ($3,850). Shaker Heights High
School has had many sewage backups over the
past years, and only recently reported them. The
amendment will allow the survey to extend to the
intersection of Aldersyde and Laurel roads; it will
also provide more information about the sewage
system and reveal whether or not extending the

new sewerO0s capacity wil!/
the high school.
4. Community Lifebs re

bid of Behnke Associates for design services for
renovations of the new Median Field and for
renovations for the Town Center, Chesterland
and Courtland Oval fields. The new Median Field
will be located in the open space across the street
from the Middle School and parallel to the
eastbound RTA tracks. It will be used by the
Shaker Youth Soccer Association, by city and
school programs and by private groups. The
committee members voiced concerns about traffic
and safety issues. They also had questions about
the size of the Median Field, currently proposed to
be smaller by 10 yards than a regulation field, and

Rawson (late), J. Chaikin, J. Lehman, B. Boag, P. QwﬁH?geSted that ways be explored as to how the

B. Murray, W. Ugrinic

Mr. Leikin reminded the members that there was not
a quorum present. The committee could make
recommendations about each item, but not authorize
any. The following items were recommended for
passage by City Council at its next meeting:

1. Public Works6é request
Ohi o Department of Trans
Purchasing Program for purchasing rock salt for the
roads in the winter of 2007-08. Mr. Boag said the city
had purchased rock salt this way for the past four
years. ODOT is soon going out to bid and needs a
commitment from those who will be the buyers.

2. The request of the Police department, as fiscal
agent for the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area
Program, for permission to purchase additional radio
service and equipment for this statewide program.

field could be enlarged to regulation size.

The Finance director requested that an ordinance
adopting the 2008 Tax Budget be recommended to
City Council and sent to the Cuyahoga County
Budget Commission by the July 20 deadline, as
required by Ohio Revised Code. The primary
purpose of the tax budget is to demonstrate to the
cé songfefndlet 9y &s |
RRdud. ?hé thxBiHGSWhEnAdbBedl byThy' V
Council) will be available in the Finance dept. Mr.
Lehman also recommended that a hearing on the
budget be held June
adoption of the budget. The date was published in
the Plain Dealer on June 12. Mr. Lehman
explained that the property tax estimates are
determined by the County Budget Commission,
and it is the responsibility of the cities to show the
need for property tax by estimating expenditures
that exceed revenue. Shaker Heights 2008
submission is: Estimated revenue: $38,099,263;

request |f

25,
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estimated expenditures: $40,078,111; demonstrated
demand for services by and an operating shortfall of
$1,978,848. The final budget for 2008 will be
presented in the fall.

Barbara Luton, 7525137

Board of Education
June 20, 2007

arrived late

Also attending: Superintendent Mark Freeman and
Treasurer Bryan C Christman

The superintendentos
on personnel contained recommendations for
additional hires, substitute teachers and
administrators, summer school appointments, special
assignments, summer writing and instructional
planning grants, lunchroom aides, student aides, etc.

The report also listed business recommendations,
including a resolution authorizing the superintendent
and treasurer negotiate with T-Mobile to place a cell
antenna in the chimney of the high school. There will
be wires, but the effect will be unobtrusive. The
school district is proposing to enter into a 20-year
contract, with a beginning fee of $22,000; an escalator
clause calls for the fee to increase 15% every five
years. The placement of additional antennae in others
locations is also being considered.

Lowest Aresponsive and r
theatrical lighting and audio equipment for the high
school large auditorium were also considered, as well
as bids for resurfacing the middle school and bus
garage parking lots. The report was unanimously
accepted.

The new three-year collective bargaining agreement

between the Shaker Heights Board of Education and
the Ohio Association of Public School Employees was
recommended and unanimously approved.

In the financial discussion, the treasurer noted that
the pending state budget proposes a senior citizen tax
credit or other relief, eliminating or reimbursing
those over 65 for amounts paid in property tax used
for school funding. Some school districts argue this
would be beneficial because those over 65, who do not

Present: Freda J. Levenson, Norman A. Bliss, Mary S.approach to challenges in changes in valuation for
Johnson, Annette Tucker Sutherland; F. Drexel Feelingroperty tax. A taxpayer, upon receipt of a notice

r € P Bedn LolleBtdl 8n tHatHloferfy G dlaskddskd! © N S

use the schools, vote against the levies. It was
pointed out that ©hthatéevyi s I
support does not vary with age. It was suggested
that any of this relief was a way to open discussion
on the over-reliance on property tax, and an initial
step to get the legislature talking about an
appropriate way to undertake school funding. The
outcome of the proposal will be determined by the
legislature in the state budget, due by the end of the
month.

The treasurer noted that Shaker has changed its

of a changed valuation, has a period of time in
which to challenge and seek a re-evaluation of the
appraisal. If a reappraisal reduces the appraised
value, the amount which would have otherwise

against remaining properties, and there is no loss
to the school district. If, however, there are
challenges after the valuation has been certified,
the amount that would have been collected is lost.
The school district is the loser in such a
circumstance, and traditionally Shaker has
challenged commercial properties which sought re-
evaluation after certification. Shaker has now
decided to challenge certain residential property
requests for re-evaluation.

The school board also unanimously adopted
various financial resolutions allowing transfers and
advances between funds and supplemental
appropriations, and accepted the financial
statements submitted. The board also adopted an
a&gregmenhrsngwal iwigh KaiserdPsrinandnte Group
Medical and Hospital services and approved the
Shaker Heights Public Library Tax Budget.

The board then recessed to executive session.

The next regular meeting will be Tuesday, July 17,
at 5 p.m. in the Administration Building.

Karla Wallach, 3710287

Shaker Heights City Council
June 25, 2007

Present: Council members Al Foster, Earl Leiken,
Nancy Moore, Lynn Ruffner, Rob Zimmerman,
Brian Gleisser, Earl Williams (arrived 7:45 p.m.)

Also present: Margaret Cannon, director of Law;

noOt
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Jeri Chaikin, CAO; William Boag, director Public
Works; Pam Quinn, director Community Life;
Walter Ugrinic, Chief of Police; John Lehman,
director of Finance

Absent: Mayor Judy Rawson

The meeting was called to order by Vice Mayor
Leiken at 7:32 p.m. A public hearing for the 2008 tax
budget was held. There was no comment from the
public. Minutes from the 5/14/2007 and 5/29/2007
meetings were approved. There was no public
comment on any agenda items.

Updating Ordinances to Comply with Ohio Revised
Code (ORC)

Passed on first reading unanimously by Council:
Amending Code of Shaker Heights to comply with OR
concerning the submission of applications for tax
exemption in a Community Reinvestment Arda be
made anytime during the exemption period. Ms.
Cannon referred to the
as the City must comply with the ORC.

Water Service Agreement and Transfer of
Ownership of Water Lines Approved

Cleveland and binds Shaker Heights to certain

Mr. Zimmerman voted against the ordinance. The 20
-year agreement transfers ownership of the water
mains and lines to the city of Cleveland. In return,
the maintenance and replacement of the lines become
the responsibility of Cleveland. Additionally, Shaker
agrees to joint economic development terms that
include revenue sharing and a ban on income tax
abatement. Cleveland agrees to spend approximately
$10 million dollars a year on the needs of all
participating suburbs. The funds come from the
recent rate increases that all users are already
paying. Choosing the projects that need work will be
based on these criteria: break history, water quality,
fire-flow information and street-construction
projects. The list of proposed projects will go before
the Water Council of Governments, then to the
Director of Public Works of Cleveland. The director
will present the list to Cleveland City Council for
final approval.

Councilman Zimmerman said that he was supportive
in concept, and that Shaker should be taking the lead

Council approved the water agreement with the cityofSha k er 6 s
Cleveland that transfers ownership of the water lines t$800,000i $1,000,000 a year range. Mr. Zimmerman

in regionalism. However, he said this agreement
contains Afuzzy |l anguage
uncomfortable. Director Cannon said that Shaker
Heights staff had improved the documents, but that
some things were not negotiable from the beginning,
such as the income tax sharing component and the
term of the contract. Mr. Zimmerman asked if

Shaker Heights staff had pursued a guarantee of
investments, specific commitments to a portion of

the rate increase, etc. Director Cannon stated that
Cleveland would not agree to a fixed schedule of
investment in each city or a guaranteed investment
amount. The language is just that the Cleveland will
use its fAbest effortso t
million each year in repairs and replacement, split
gmong all of the suburbs in the agreement.

Ms . Chai ken added that
position, and we need to be honest about that. The
City of Cleveland sets the rates, and they will

fi

funds returned to the
the agreement was a fAboi
Cannon confirmed that it was the same as the other
suburbs will consider. Director Boag stated that
need for water|

pointed out that we can expect approximately

provisions related to economic development incentive$500,000i $600,000 a year under the agreement, and

he asked if we are then anticipating a shortfall. Mr.
Boag felt that Shaker
in terms of need for improvements, and said that
based on the criteria that Cleveland will be using,
we have a good chance of receiving the funds we
need. Ms. Chaikin pointed out that Council would
have the right to pay for repairs if they were
deemed necessary and not covered by the
agreement. Ms. Moore said that it was useful to take
so much time with this issue, because it involves a
fgreat | eap of faith,oo
motivated to make the agreement successful. She
said that since we are already paying for this with
the rate increases and since the waterlines are a big
liability, this is worth supporting. Ms. Ruffner and
Mr. Foster both felt that a verbal agreement for the
investment schedule was not ideal, but said they
would support it. Ms. Ruffner added that she hoped
Aithis doesnét turn into

Mr. Leiken summarized by saying that this was a
ficlassic risk/benefit
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the liability of the waterline repair that will haveto  council voted unanimously to adopt the 2008 Tax Budget
be done, but the potential benefits of the agreement o the City of Shaker Heights for the fiscal year beginning

are considerable. January 1, 2008Director Lehman said that this is a

Clark Electric to Take over Billing for Alarms Afhousekeeping itemo that| al/l
Connected to the Police Department Update on Thornton Park and Horseshoe Lake

over the billing for its own customers for alarms usage and rules. Thorntlon i
connected directly to the police station. policy, with signs posted explaining rules. Users must

High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) wear wrist bands at the pool, skate park and basketball

Funds court. Director Quinn stated that 89 basketball and 45

skate park passes have been sold. The role of the life
guards is to watch pool guests and nothing else.
Children 10 years old and up can be left at the pool
without an adult.

Council unanimously voted to authorize the
expenditure of $215,987 of High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Area (HIDTA) funds during the next 12
months for the purchase of MARCS voice radio
equipment and service for HIDTA, through contracts Horseshoe Lake Park will close July 30 for the
with the State of Ohio. remainder of the summer/early fall until completion. Th
South Woodland Area Water and Sewer project is expected to be completed in mid-October.

Infrastructure Improvements Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items

Council unanimously voted to authorize an 1) A 13-year resident of Westbury Road complained that
amendment to the contract between Burgess & Niple the decorative plants did not go west of Chagrin and Leg.
and the city of Shaker Heights for professional designHe said that there is a public walkway near his home in
and engineering services for the design of the South need of lighting but the city spent money [$100,000] on

@D

Woodland Area Water and Sewer Infrastructure plants instead. He said that he called Public Works to
Improvements, for additional funds in the amountof compl ain with no result.| He
$3,850.00This change is related to the new l ights at the Westbury ajlnd A
information that the high school had been 2) Dr. Faulkner, an 80-year resident of Shaker Heights,
experiencing sewer backups of which the City had asked what can be done about speeding down the main

been previously unaware. streets of the city. He suggested speed cameras and

Salt for Snow Season additional police officers. (Chief Ugrinic said that there

. . . has been a 20% increase in ticketed speed violations in
Council unanimously voted to authorize the mayor an?he last year.)

the director of Finance to enter into an agreement
participating in the Ohio Department of 3) A Moreland resident for 40 years urged Council to da
Transportationds cooper aspmethiagoptoemwestend ofiShaker for ehddgen evenl3 f o r
the purpose of pur cha@i nygarsofagde who siten thelibwasy steps. Shg said thag q 0 7

snow and ice operations. these kids need something constructive to do and that the

New Shaker Median Field Contract Awarded library teen center is not large enough.

Council unanimously voted to authorize a contract
with Behnke Associates in the total estimated amount
of $37,000 for design and engineering of the Shaker
Boulevard Median Field and renovation of the Shaker
Town Center, Chesterton and Courtland Oval fields.
Mr. Foster was concerned that this field does not

meet the needs of older teens, which he feels need to ~ Adjournment was called for at 9:12 p.m. The next
be addressed. He said that Council needs to look at regular council meeting is scheduled for July 23, 2007, at
the west end of town, specifically at basketball, 7:30 p.m.

football and baseball facilities. Julianna Johnston Senturia, 926413
Tax Budget for 2008

Mr. Zimmerman suggested that the next Council
meeting could be moved to Lomond School. Ms. Moore
said that this would reduce attendance, as this was her
experience on the school board. Others felt that the lack
of air conditioning would make it difficult for a July
meeting. It was agreed not to move the meeting.
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City Planning Commission and Community Life and
Health Committee

Joint Meeting, July 3, 2007

Present: J. Braverman, director of Planning and
Development; D. Feinstein, senior planner;
W.Gruber, assistant director of Law; J. Rawson,
mayor; N. Moore, Council member; K. Madison, D.
Bergholz and David Hartt, citizen members; A.
Foster, Council member and chair of the
Community Life and Health Committee; R.
Zimmerman, Council member; B. Eiger, citizen
member

Also present: A. Klavora, senior planner, and J.
McKnight, landscape architect

Mayor Rawson called the joint meeting to order at
7:30 p.m. to consider the request of the city for
improvements to public land to construct a trail in
the Shaker Boulevard median strip. An 8-foot wide
asphalt trail is proposed to be 1.5 miles in length and
extend from Warrensville Center Road to Sulgrave
Road. It is proposed that the all-purpose trail be on
the southern side of the median and connect to the
existing Beachwood trail at Sulgrave. A review of
improvements to public land is required.

The meeting began with a presentation by Mrs.
Klavora of the background of the proposed project.
During 2004, a series of three public meetings was
held in which residents were asked to prioritize the
recreational areas in which they felt capital
expenditures were most needed. The consensus was
that there was a need for investment in trails, fields
and parks (including Thornton Park). In pursuing
the development of trails, the planning staff walked
all possible trails and had the assistance of designers
in evaluating safety and preservation of natural
areas. Key points in the recommendation of
developing the Shaker Blvd. Median Trail are that
the city owns the land; there are public crossings; a
width of 8 to 10 feet is feasible; there is regular
police patrol; and no new parking lots or lighting
would be required.

Mr. McKnight then gave a PowerPoint presentation,
explaining details of the proposal and answering
guestions from Commission members. Mr. Madison
was assured that the asphalt would be of high
guality, having a limestone base, and easy to
maintain. As to the safety of children posed by the
Green Road crossing, staff is working with the police

dept., and pedestrian push-signals are being considered.
Some trees may be removed for a clearer sight-line.

Many Shaker Boulevard residents were present and
spoke at the public hearing, expressing concern about
the project. One whose residence is across from the RTA
parking lot urged that it be made more attractive and
that RTA release more lanes of parking for the project.
Others objected to the entire proposal, arguing that the
area should be left in its natural state. Another proposed
its use as a dog park. Concerned about the safety of the
pedestrian crossing at Green

Road, it was suggested that it be moved underground to
the tunnel; Mr. McKnight replied that train traffic
precluded that. The one positive comment came from a
non-Shaker resident who was delighted at the proposed
link with a longer lake-to-lake trail.

After the public hearing closed, the mayor and Mr.
McKnight addressed some of the issues raised by the
residents. It was explained that every effort will be made
to keep the path as far back from the road as possible
and that the proposed guardrail will be rustic, made of
wood and not metal. Commission members stated their
support for the project. Mr. Hartt does not anticipate a
decline in property values, and Mr. Bergholz pointed
out that trails are incredible assets most places and not
extremely expensive. Members of the Community
Health and Life Committee also endorsed the project.

After assurances that the comments made at the public
hearing would be carefully scrutinized, the Commission
recommended approval to Council.

At 9:15 p.m. this observer left the meeting, which
resumed with the Board of Zoning Appeals hearing
three cases. In the first, a variance for an air
conditioning unit was denied; in the second, a variance
to rear yard setback and garage regulations was
approved; and in the third, a request for a variance for
the location of a transformer at the high school was
continued.

Lucille Mayne, 4919161

Shaker Heights City Council
Special Meeting and Work Session and
Joint Councili City Planning Commission Work Session
July 9, 2007
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Present: Mayor Judy Rawson; Council members Al
Foster, Earl Leiken, Nancy Moore, Lynn Ruffner, Rob
Zimmerman, Brian Gleisser, Earl Williams

Also present: Margaret Cannon, director of Law; Pam
Quinn, director of Community Life; Joyce Braverman,
director of City Planning; Walter Ugrinic, Chief of
Police; and other department directors

The special meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. The
mayor invited members of the public to comment on the
subject of the meeting, the 8-foot-wide, 1.5-mile-long
Shaker medial trail planned to run down the Shaker
Blvd. median starting at Warrensville Center Road and
ending where it would
near Sulgrave Oval. Those who spoke were told that
Council and staff would respond to their questions at
the end of the public comment.

A Shaker Blvd. resident thanked Council for making
changes to the plan as it had been presented to residents
on July 2 and 3. He then presented Council will a
petition he said was signed by 31 residents who live near
the median. The petition asked Council to delay voting
on the project until as many affected residents as
possible could see the plan and comment on it.

Several other residents aired their opinions. Some
complained about details of the plan, raising concerns
about safety, the route
plantings, how wildlife would be affected, and how
much green space could be lost. Just as many residents
spoke in favor of the plan.

RTA, the public was told, does not want the trail to
cross the tracks, and the south side has better drainage
and a clearer route. However, all seven Council
members agreed that taking two additional weeks
before voting was a good idea. It would give more
people time to see the plan and submit comments and it
woul d give the city ti me
website.

Mr. Gleisser introduced the median trail ordinance on a
first reading. A final vote on the plan, the mayor said,
should take place no later than the next regular Council
meeting, July 23. That way, construction could begin
immediately after the meeting.

The special meeting closed and a work session of
Council and the City Planning Commission began

(Bo%. Pigectqy g Fipageg John berpap

surrounding area. The ambitious plan includes building
a wider bridge, a new station and wider platforms and
bus pull-over areas. It also calls for two phases of area
development, the first to include reconfiguring parking,
street routes and landscaping in the surrounding
guadrants and the second envisioning a new police
station and court building. Both phases call for
commercial and residential development projects in the
area.

RTA has budgeted $3 million for its part of the project.

This observer had to leave at 8:30 p.m. and missed the
end of this discussion as well as the Council Work

me rsgpsion thait followed At she Wwork eessidndGoundil was i

to discuss the status of 2007 housing and neighborhood
initiatives.
Marcia Goldberg, 32141840

Finance Committee
July 16, 2007

Present: Council members: E. Leiken, Chairman,
Nancy Moore, Citizen Members Frank Scott ; Mayor
Rawson, CAP Jeri Chakin, Public Works Director Bill

side o
E. Leiken called meeting to order at 7:35 am. The
committee approved the minutes of the June 18, 2007
meeting. Next the committee accepted a grant from the
Cuyahoga County District Board of Health for $2,360
for the Oral Rabies Vaccination Program for target
animals. As Dr. Scott Frank explained, the Ohio
Department of Health determined that active
surveillance for raccoon-strain rabies should be
conducted in Cuyahoga County. The Shaker Heights
I—{eaéth De tmeEI z&/ &é%se the unda from {h tgvo-
year praj 0 bait traps for raccoons, skunks and foxes
and to collect and submit the specimens caught. The
CCBH is providing the traps.

The Committee authorized a grant application to the
Ohio Historic Preservation Office in the amount of
$10,246.75 for the 2007 Certified Local Government
Grant Program. The city has regularly applied for and
received funding for the grant since 1993. The funds
will be used to file a landmark status affidavit with the

(Commission members David Hartt and David Bergholz County Recorders Office for the Winslow Road and

joined Council members at the front of the room). S.B
Friedman, a Chicago consultant, presented the most
recent transit-oriented development plan his firm has
designed for the Lee/Van Aken rapid station and

Shaker Square Historic District and the 44 individual
landmarks in the city. This grant is a 60% state
match/40% local match that requires the city to provide
$991.00 in cash from the

—



WV

Pagell

JulyAugust 2007

Shaker Heights Voter

kind contribution of $3,106.75 (staff time,
commission time, supplies/printing/copying).

The committee authorized payment for road
modifications to slow traffic on Avalon Road

between Fernway and Van Aken. In 2002 the
residents began meeting to discuss traffic problems
on the street. The City installed temporary traffic
bump outs in 2005 and left them up on a trial basis
for 8 months. The residents began collecting funds
and signatures to support the bump outs. The
residents submitted donations of $8,260 and a final
petition showing that 37 homeowners supported the
project and 19 did not. The finance director
accepted their donation in compliance with an
ordinance that allows donations under $10,00 to be
accepted by the director. The director of planning
requested an appropriation for the same amount that
was approved by the committee. In response to E.
Leikins question of how the city determined which
streets to study in the wake of residential complaints,
J. Braverman explained that there is a 20 page traffic
calming policy that requires the city to look at the
speed and amount of traffic on the street to see
further study is warranted. Several members
suggested the need to take a further look at the policy
especially in light of the substantial minority that did
not support the project on Avalon.

The committee next approved the department of
public worksé request
owners and the amount owed for sidewalk repairs
for certification by city council and submission to the
Cuyahoga County Auditor. Annually the
department repairs sidewalks and the cost is the
responsibility of each owner. The owners are
invoiced for the cost and have at least 30 days to pay.
If they do not pay, the certification allows the city to
collect the amount after it is added to the property
ownerso tax bill as a s
amount of special assessments for sidewalk repairs is
$79,567.00

Finally, the committee approved the expenditure of
$34,000 to purchase a stake body truck (a low flat
bed truck with a water tank). The old truck that has
been used to water the City flower baskets is no
longer reliable and a new truck is necessary to
maintain the public plantings including the expanded
hanging flower basket program in Winslow, Lomond
and Chagrin.

After the conclusion of the regular agenda items J.

Lehman presented the fiscal 2007 general fund
midyear R\review. Of particular note:

o Through the first half of fiscal 2007,
approximately 55% of the general fund estimated
revenues were received representing a one percent
improvement over last year. The total General Fund
disbursements through the first half were
approximately 47% as compared to 52% of approved
budget last year.

o Total revenues exceeded total disbursements by
$2.7 million or 15% as compared to .694 million or
3.7%. last year.

Estate Tax revenue is lower than expected; 1.3 million
compared to the estimate of 4 million.

During discussion, J. Lehman explained that in the
past, estate tax collections included advances from the
upcoming year. No advances have been received this
year. E. Leiken noted that income tax collection was a
little down from last year, not the direction the city
needs to go. J. Lehman noted that several significant
refunds drew down the balance but expected an
increase from University Hospital employees that
should continue into 2008.

The final items for discussion were the Information
Technol ogy Department
Action Plans Update.

department:

Economic development: The city is finally closing the
University Hospitals deal. The site has been improved
inside and out and UH has continued to move in
employees at a rapid rate.

Housing Initiatives: The department has been
working with other departments in a citywide housing

dnét_iéti-lvedﬁcludw%v_\g)ré(igg?wm%ﬂhe peighborlctop]d ‘ﬁ

revitalization committee on legislation, working wit
the housing inspection department to implement a

landlord intervention program and other programs.

Committee members questioned how the city was
dealing with predatory lending. Mayor Rawson
responded that at least four departments are working
on the issue and noted that it is not just a municipal
issue, but involves the state and county too. The city is
preparing a one-page document regarding the roles of
the state, county, city and individual citizens in
addressing this problem.

and
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Board of Education
July 17, 2007

Present: Freda J. Levenson, president; F. Drexel
Feeling, Norman A. Bliss, Mary S. Johnson and
Annette Tucker Sutherland, members; Mark
Freeman, superintendent; Bryan C. Christman,
treasurer

Superintendent s Report

Mr. Freeman sought and received approval for
several personnel recommendations for this summer
and the 2007-08 school year.

He also noted that this meeting satisfied one of the
requirements of Ohio law in House Bill 95 regarding
reemploying of a retiree in the same position held
prior to retirement. The treasurer certified that a
public notice announcing the public meeting was
placed in the Sun Press at least 60 days prior to the
reemployment action, and that the public meeting is
taking place between 13 and 30 days before the
reemployment action.

Treasurerdéds Report

The remainder of the meeting was taken up by the
treasurerod6s report. Mr.
$4,332,239 more in real estate taxes had been collected
between January and June this year than during the
same period last year, an 8.5 percent increase. Also,
$392,684 more (a 23.6% increase) in personal
property taxes were collected than at this time last
year. One of the reasons is that this included a large
payment from OfficeMax in settlement of a tangible
personal property tax return that the company was
forced by the state to amend.

Mr. Freeman pointed out that it was important to be
aware of any other commercial entities that could be
possible sources of income.

As far as investment earnings, the $1,058,966 received
this year is $452,601 more (or 74.6% more) than
received at this time last year.

Expenditures: Payroll expenses as of June 30
represent a 3.3% decrease from the same time last
year. Any increases were offset by lower replacement
costs and the effects of the reduction in force effective
last July 1.

There was some discussion about the expenditures for
students in community schools. That amounts to
approximately $3,000 to $4,000 per student for 50 to

75 students. One challenge is knowing when a student
who has been attending a community school and getting
a subsidy has left the district.

In other business, Ms. Levenson said she will encourage
Rep. Stephanie Tubbs Jones to increase funding for
children with disabilities. This would not be at the
expens of any other educational funding.

A member of the public congratulated the board on its
fiscal constraint. He then mentioned that the board
suffered some verbal abuse at a meeting of residents
regarding the possible drilling of a gas well near Shaker
Middle School. They complained that no one from the
board was present. He f el
understand the issue and is opposed to the drilling. He
suggested a meeting to explain to residents why it is
valuable to them.

The board then moved into executive session.
Nora Kancelbaum, 282562

Shaker Heights City Council
July 23, 2007

Christman reported that
Present: Mayor Judy Rawson; Council members Al
Foster, Earl Leiken, Nancy Moore, Lynn Ruffner, Rob
Zimmerman, Brian Gleisser, Earl Williams

Also present: Margaret Cannon, director of Law; Jeri
Chaikin, CAO; William Boag, director Public Works;
Pam Quinn, director of Community Life; Joyce
Braverman, director of Planning; John Lehman,
director of Finance; Sandi Hurley, nursing director;
Jim McKnight, McKnight Associates

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m.
Public comment on agenda items:

A Morley Road resident said that she and her neighbors
support the median trail on Shaker Blvd. A Parkland
Drive resident expressed support, too, and a Shaker
Blvd. resident who also supports the trail said that
linking bike and walking paths through the suburbs is
very important. Everyone will see their housing values
go up when these types of paths are installed, she added.

A Shaker Blvd. resident who has been working with the
City on behalf of himself and other neighbors stated a

few remaining concerns: the location of the median trail
too near the Middle School and proposed soccer field, a
small open play field that residents did not want split by

t
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the trail, privacy issues (a need for more plantings),
limiting destruction during construction and the
Green Road parking
Overall, he felt that residents were happy thus far and
appreciate how their concerns have been addressed.

Minutes from 6/11/2007 and 6/25/2007 meetings were
approved.Counci | approved un
appointment of Chris Wynras an alternate member of
the Architectural Board of Review, for a term expiring
12/31/2007.

Shaker Blvd. Median Trail Approved
Passed unanimously by Council: approval of

improvements to public land relative to the constructipilew Truck Purchase Approved

of an 8foot-wide paved, multipurpose trail in the
Shaker Boulevard medianThis was previously
approved by the City Planning Commission. Director
Braverman presented the final report regarding the
changes made to the
concerns. The path is not closer than 10 feet from the
road now in any place, and the 1.5-mile trail is under
budget in some areas, which may allow for a small
amount of additional plantings. She added that city
staff had consulted with Nature Center staff about the
best time to build the trail so as to reduce impact on
wildlife. Autumn will be the best time to construct the
trail and it will be on track to be in place this fall. Mr.
McKnight pointed out the addition of trees to the
Green Road parking lot area of the trail, movement of
the path to avoid bisecting a play area and the
removal of the guardrail option. Ms. Braverman said
there were no other plantings planned except where
the trail is close to the road. The path will not be
plowed in the winter; instead it will be available for
cross-country skiing and snow-shoeing.

Ms. Moore asked about the need to pass this on
second reading. Ms. Cannon explained that unless
Council suspends the rules, an ordinance must have
three readings in front of Council. At least five
members of Council have to agree to suspend the
rul es. I f somet hing 1is
means that the ordinance goes into effect as soon as it
is signed by the mayor. Otherwise, it will be enacted
after 30 days. In this case, a limited construction
window was pushing the timeline. So, Ms. Moore said,
that means if there were three readings, this would be
passed on Aug. 27, and then enacted at the end of
September, making it too late for the fall construction
season.

Informing Buyers of the Historic District Status of a
House

Council unanimously approved acceptance of 2007

ar ead

pat h
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Certified Local Government Grant funds in the amount
of $6,148.05This was previously approved by the
Binamceecenunittee oMs. Moowersagd thatlit & gobdifar g
people to know when they buy a house that it is in an
historic district. These funds will allow the City to file
an affidavit of landmark status with the Cuyahoga
LPURG Vs IR COHd enPyPoOdd 1 Ce
Department of Health Grant

| Council unanimously approved acceptance of a tyear
grant in the amount of $1,180 per year for rabies testin
and Oral Rabies Vaccination baiting from the Cuyahog
County Board of Health.

Council unanimously approved acceptance of a propos
and authorizing a contract with Bass Truck Center
without competitive bidding in the total estimated amoy
of $34,000 for a dump truckThis was previously
apbrSved Byl PiFAES crfilitee. irEoton B4a " ¢
explained that the truck will be used all year, but that it
will be used to water plants much of the year. Mayor
Rawson said that when the budget for the addition of
the previously approved flower basket program is
clarified, Council will find that it is less expensive than
originally projected. Mr. Zimmerman said that all of
Council is concerned about the cost of the flower basket
program and is glad to know that the truck was needed
for other uses as well. Council also appropriated the
funds from the General Capital Fund 401 to provide fof
the purchase of the truck.

Avalon Road Traffic Calming Devices to be Installed

Council unanimously approved appropriating donated
funds in the amount of $8,260 (collected privately by
neighbors on Avalon Road) to provide for the installatiq
of traffic-calming devices on AvalarT his was
previously approved by the Finance committee. In 2002
neighbors started the process of raising money and
getting approval from the city for traffic-calming
devises mid-block. Residents on the block were
Kveyed yith 875upporting and 4panet {z}llépﬁrﬁnﬁ e
changes. Mr. Leiken suggested that the policy should be
reviewed in terms of how many people on the street
need to agree on the project. A large minority of people
are opposed to the project. Traffic will be reduced to a
single lane (14 feet) in the center of the street.

Sidewalk Repair Cost to be Assessed

Council unanimously approved the assessment of cost
incurred by the City for repairing or replacing sidewalks
and to certify such costs to the Auditor of Cuyahoga
County for collection upon the 2008 tax duplicat€his
was previously approved by the Finance committee.
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Alternate Members to be Allowed for Board of
Appeals

Council unanimously approved amending Section

skunks. Only two of the 16 residents used the service
more than twice. The Aldersyde Road resident who
raised the question has trapped 27 skunks on his

132.02 of the Administrative Code of the Shaker HeighdfOPerty, Mr. Boag said.

Coadified Ordinances relative to the membership of the
Board of AppealsThis will allow for alternate

members to the board to guarantee a quorum. Ms.
Moore was approved as an alternate Counci person
member.

Law Di

Council unanimously approved authorizing an
agreement with Schottenstein, Zox & Dunn in the
amount of $144,000 for the twelw@onth period from
August 1, 2007, through July 31, 2008, to represent th
City in connection with various legal matterBirector
Cannon will no longer be a city employee. Instead, her
services will be provided through the law firm where
she is a partner. She will continue to perform the
routine services herself, as well as other specialty
services. The contract allows the city to access the
specialties of others at the law firm as well. The
contract has a 30 day cancellation clause and is
renewable annually.

rectorods Contract

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items

Mr. Hoffman, a representative working on the natural
gas drilling project at the middle school, encouraged
the city to consider the wells as a way to build the tax
base.

A single mother who has lived in Shaker since 1983
complained that customer service at the city is lacking.
She had to fix violations and yet the value of her
property is not increasing the way it should. She said
that there are many for sale signs on her street. When
she needed help with an irresponsible contractor, city
staff did not help her, she said.

An Aldersyde Drive resident spoke about new skunk-
trapping fees. He said that the city will now pay only
for two trapped skunks, and then the cost for removal
of trapped skunks will be charged to the homeowner.
He thinks the city should provide this service. Also, he
complained that the trash cans around the high school
are in disrepair and asked why sidewalk repairs
around schools could not be done during the summer.

Director Boag spoke to the skunk-removal issue. He
explained that skunks ar
few residents trap using their own traps. (The policy is
different for animals that are residing/nesting in or
under a home.) He said that 16 residents use private
traps and then call animal control to remove the

A Morley Road resident spoke to the lack of

v antarany cavinian ar Diihlin \Alawvlin valatnd +0 ctvont
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down, especially regarding streets, and felt that

Anfissspue, eard gempey hugille flaypeshareg s g

enIggjfﬁbc,(l;ysh{ﬂrj%tsbecame involved with the League, and
how she has been able to trade off periods of active

NG SRRSO AR EAAR SRR Eas - HIBA fPHIRly

hgs&iofg Enrough to identify the worst streets and
number them in order of repair needs. She said that
every neighborhood gets the same level of service.

ARBUIHHRBTCHIRE YA LS e pUmter i Hekpe
r!eéﬁ{l\a{? Council meeting is scheduled for August 27,
200y fast s3lzpumter with the LWV came in the
FAMASORERSH! SAAYEH AT gy gative town of
Washington, D.C., as a bride, to Dayton, Ohio. At
that time D.C. residents did not have even a non-
voting representative in Congress, nor could they
vote for candidates for U.S. President. It was
really a thrill to be able to vote in a national
election for the first time. My mother-in-law was
very active politically, at one time serving in the
Ohio House of Representatives, and introduced
me to the LWV. This was a period of great
danger for the nationos
Senator Joe Mehafort hy 6s
Communists, and | welcomed the opportunity to
participate in a League study of civil liberty.

When and How did you join the Shaker League?

My membership lapsed in the following years of
raising a family, graduate study, and a career as
an academic. In 1971 | joined the faculty of what
is now the Weatherhead School of Management at
CWRU, and I moved to Shaker with my three
daughters, all of whom graduated from Shaker
Hei ghts Hi gh. The

e 10 tReSHLAVY; biytdt yas gopuntihafter d retired 4 ¢
in 1994 as an emerita professor in banking and
finance that | became active.
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What has been one of your favorite roles and what
is your current role with LWV-SH?

I
My first active involvement was as a member of a Th an k yo u .

study group of the Cityfds over si g f recreatipnal
activities. Later | was asked to serve as Observer U I3 S)to re

for the meetings of the City Planning Commission, a

position I still hold and enjoy. It is a wonderful way 1

to keep abreast of what is going on in Shaker. an d H e I ne nS

Why did you decide to serve on the Board? S h aker Town Ce nter
| 6ve been a member of tHhe i yearl s
now and enjoy the opportunity to learn about and BP'Or (thfecl r Ong@ Iﬁg

discuss matters of local, state, and national interest
with a group of engaged and engaging people. SuU p po rt

League of Women Voters Cleveland Area
Invites you to a luncheon honoring the 2007 recipients of the

Belle Sherwin Democracy in Action Award including Dorothy Fike and Claire
Rosacco

Special Guest speaker Jerry Sue Thornton, Ph.D.
Tuesday, September 18 11:30 am.

Windows on the Rivers 2000 Sycamore Street

PROCEEDS FROM THE BENEFIT WILL SUPPORT THE LWV CLEVELAND AREA VOTER
INFORMATION CENTER FOR CUYAHOGA COUNTY

Family Court Forum

Thursday September 27,40 7 pm
Downtown YMCA, Butler Hall 2200 Prospect Avenue

Judges David Basinski, Lorain County Family Court will describe his work as co-chair of the Ohio
Supreme Court Advisory Committee on Children, Families and the Courts and the transition to a
family court in Lorain County. The administrative Justices of the Cuyahoga County Domestic
Relations, Juvenile and Probate Courts will discuss how their courts operate and provide their
recommendations.

Sponsored by the League of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area in partnership with the League of
Women Voters of Shaker Heights.
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SHAKER HEIGHTS VOTER

Now available by email
Help LWVSH save valuable resources and sign up now [o
receive your copy via email.

Send a note to annewill@aol.com and the SepteMoter
will arrive in your online mailbox.

DATE CHANGE: August Board Meeting
August 31, 2007 9:30 am
Main Library

League of Women Voters
2902 Manchester Road
Shaker Heights OH 44122

Educate. Advocate.
Participate

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active
participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.



