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With | ocal elections behind us, webre tuyrni nEg our focu
the season of planning, where membersggecide the issues and guide the LWV on every | Bd. Of Education S
level. Coming first on Friday, January 18" we will be meeting for a brief board meet- Citv Plannina/BZA 6
ing followed immediately by theMembership Consensus Meeting on ImmigrationThis _ y 9
is a chance to have a direct connection to the LWVUS study results and to be updated | Library Board 6
on an important, ongoing issue. Check ouvww.LWV.org for all of the details on the . .

City Council -
study.
While you are on the web site, stop to look atthd | mpact on-208®@es 2006 WorkSession 8
view _the current nat|_onal program. Program plammg will be here before you know it. Neighborhood Rev. 9
This is our opportunity to propose a study or review, and to think about possible work
on the issues. Starting now, through January, is the time to review the program and City Council 10
think about its relevance today. At our Program Planning meeting on February 10 .
we will review the national program and make recommendations to be forwarded to SH Warrensville/VA
LWVUS. Transit Plan 12
The other piece of the Program Planning meeting is to review our local positions. Now .
is the time to think about the possibility of a local study. Guided by our Observer Finance Comm. 14
Corp who will submit annual reports to be reviewed at the meeting: we will think
about our positions; talk about any needs for updates; brainstorm possible advocacy _
on the local level; and make recommendations for the annual meeting in May. Talk Upcoming Events 15
with other members now through January about possible areas to focus our efforts
and bring your ideas to Program Planning. Anyone who would like some guidance
developing an idea should feel free to contact either
|l ot about | ocal i ssues at our February 4gnd
been to a board meeting lately, these will be engaging and interesting discussioisu AI\WUMCMEI@Téj
need to be a current member to participgte in the plan
dondét forget to turn in your renewal by |theOBSBSERVERSEhe
We are grateful for the volunteer efforts that so many of you put in to make the LWV NEEDED!

SH possible. Special thanks are due to Observers, Board members, Officers and Com-
mittee members who offer many talents and hours that make our community more
vibrant. We are wishing you and your families the best of the holiday season.

In League,

Julianna Johnston Senturia Anne Williams
Co-Presidents

julianna@ameritech.net annewill@aol.com

EDUCATE PARTICIPATE ADVOCATE

We still have openings in
the Observer Corp for the
following areas:

« Board of Education
e City Council
e Substitutes

For more info contact
Marcia Goldberg at

321-1840 or
Marcia39@aol.com
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Calendar
JANUARY 2008
January 11 Friday 9:30 am Cabinet Meeting

January 16 Wednesday 7:08:00 pm Public Officials Reception (See page 15)
Linda Tayl or 6s home 2939 Weybridge Rd.

January 18 Friday 9:00 am Board Meeting (note time change) Main Library

January 18 Friday 10:00 ani 12:00 pm Immigration Consensus Meeting (lunch provided)
Main Library immediately following Board meeting
January 23 Wednesday, Public Workshop #2, Warrensville/Chagrin/Van Aken Project. See page 3.
FEBRUARY 2008
February 8 Friday 9:30 am Cabinet Meeting
February 10 Sunday @ 5 pm National and Local Program Planning Meeting, 2902 Manchester
February 22 Friday 9:30 am Board Meeting
February 27 Wednesday Public Workshop #3, Warrensville/Chagrin/Van Aken Project. (See page 3)
MARCH 2008
March 7 Friday 9:30 am Cabinet Meeting
March 12 Wednesday -® PM New Member Reception, The Nature Center at the Shaker Lakes
Speaker: Jane Platten, Director, Cuyahoga County Board of Elections

March 14 Friday 9:30 am Board Meeting

« Cabinet meetings held at 2902 Manchester Road at 9:30 a.m. all are welcome

o Board meetings are held on the 2nd floor of the Main Library and begin at 9:30 a.m. All LWSH
members are encouraged to attend meetings.

LWVSH OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
CO-PRESIDENTS, Julianna Senturia, Anne Williams
Julianna@ameritech.net, Annewill@aol.com
VICE PRESIDENTS Lisa Gerteis, Kurt Miller
RECORDING SECRETARY Marcia Goldberg
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Mary Mulligan

TREASURER Robin Johnson ASSISTANT TREASURER, Dorothy Greenslade

DIRECTORS
Cyntha Carroll Jane Finley Linda Lissauer LaSondra McNe&@lavis
Lucille Mayne Dora Rose Jeanne Shatten Arlene Sheeran
Susan Stern Helen Sheehan Linda Taylor Susan Stechschulte
Meryl Simon, Voter Editor
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"Although Ohio voters don't favor deporting illegal im-
migrants already here, they firmly oppose providing
incentives for them to stay."

LWV POSITIONS

Articles on topics of interest

Ohio voters say 53 to 34 percent that illegal immigrants
take jobs nobody wants, rather than jobs Americans
SPOTLIGHT ON. . . IMMIGRATION nged_. In ge_nerql, vo_ters favor tougher measures to deal
_ _ with illegal immigration:
by Jerolyn Barbee, LWVO Executive Director A They favor 82 to 12 perce
ployers who hire illegal workers;
The League of Women Voters launched a-ti@arim- A | n addition to the 84 |to1l

migration Study in 2006 aimed at helping communities jng driver's licenses to illegal immigrants, voters oppa
understand the implications of immigration at the local, 75- 17 percent issuing limited driver's licenses that

Se

state, and federal level. As a part of this project, Leagugould not be used for things like getting on airplanes or
members and leaders are exploring the underlying val- crossing borders;

ues and principles regarding immigration, reasonsfor A They support 61 to32 perc
immigration, current federal immigration policy, and 3 tamper proof identification card to all those living in

the impact of immigration in American society. America legally;

The immigration issue is not only a hot topic for A By 60 to 34 percent, vote
League, but it could become a tipping point in the 2008U.S- Mexican border;

Presidential race. Education forums on immigration By margins of 86 toll per
could be a mucineeded outreach opportunity for local respectively, they oppose providing illegal immigrants
Leagues next fall Although Ohio is not a border state, With governmenfinanced health care and with social

there has been a steady influx of immigrants to Ohio  services such as welfare and food stamps.

over the past ten years. Immigration is currently on the "The message to presidential candidates from Ohio,

minds of many Ohioans. perhaps the most important swing state in the Electoral
According to a recently released survey from the Quin- College, is that votersbe they Democrats, Republicans
nipiac University Polling Institute, Ohio voters: or independentsare very frustrated with illegal immi-

A Oppose 84 toll percent griatlson anq come down on the side of toluqhness rather

. M than a%c%mn{bélatioﬂ,‘r BrowT said. ° censes
illegal immigrants

A Favor buil ding aUS kordere Fepm Yayenber 13, Quinnipiac HJaiversity surveyed

A Creating a national | D 123 Oljoveteys, with a margin ef grepn of 89ey-i |d e n
citizens. centage points. The Quinnipiac University Poll, di-

rected by Douglas Schwartz, Ph.D., conducts public
opinion surveys in Florida, Pennsylvania, New York,
New Jersey, Connecticut, Ohio and the nation as a p
lic service and for research.

They also oppose, 61 t035 percent, providing a free
public education to children of those in the United
States illegally. lllegal immigrants in the U.S. should be
allowed to work to apply for legal status, 55 percent of
Ohio voters say, while 38 percent say they should be
deported. By seveto-one margins, voters oppose giv-

We are now in the member agreement phase of the
LWVUS Immigration Study the time when Leagues

ing illegal immigrants access to government health in- Prepare to take consensus. Grassroots agreement on

positions is one of the League's greatest strengths. P
paring for and taking consensus is hard work, but
worthwhile. The resulting position will allow the or-
ganization to affect state and national policy for years
come, just as we have been doing in other areas for

surance or social services such as welfare or food
stamps, the independent Quinnipiac University poll
finds.

"Immigration may be an issue that divides voters in

some parts of the country, but not in Ohio where public
Mo ) years.

opinion is very firmly opposed to efforts that would o

make it easier for illegal aliens to become part of LOCAL NOTE: Please join LWVSH on January 18,

American society," said Peter Brown, assistant director 2008 from 10:00 to 12:00 at the Shaker Heights

of the Quinnipiac University Polling Institute. Main Library for our discussion.

to
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This brief is based on the LWVUS Immigration and, according to a 2003 Oxfam briefing paper, the

: exica rm sector w ing displaced b bsi-
Study Committee backgro ug?zg(d Ich%d@t%:oﬁri imp?frt:% rogm(%hee%.%. T)réjgj mil-
Gl obal I nterdependence 0|pns¥ivaxicans, undbleQo make a RiRd id Mekico,
Marks. The paper (including full citations emigrated to escape rural poverty. Current height-

of sources) is available at www.lwv.or ened interest in alternative fuel for automobiles
AWV-0rg. _ _ means things are changing; corfbased ethanol pro-
Global Interdependence and Migration  duction in the U.S. has increased, driving up corn

According to a National Intelligence Estimate, glob-  Prices as well as exports. Consequently, feedstock and

alization is stimulating migration with significant tortilla prices have risen, hurting the pocketbook of
implications for the U.S. Expanding international many Mexicans.

trade, finance, investment and information flows are  On the other hand, rising corn prices benefit Mexican
accentuating economic insecurity and migration corn growers.

pressures. Migration pressures on the U.S. and
within the Americas region are expected to continue , , , ,
to rise in the next decade. Despite strong economic T 'essure to emigrate will continue if many new work-
prospects in Mexico, the disparities in living stan-  IN9-age people entering the job

dards, increased demand for labor in the U.S. and  market in developing countries fail to find work. Ac-

Employment Issues

immigration reunification laws will cording to a National I nt

new job creation rate is 700,000, while the number of
new workers entering the Mexican market is nearly
_ one million annually. Mexico also has a brain drain
Remittances nearly a third of all Mexicans with advanced degrees
The flow of remittances (the transfer of money by leave Mexico for the U.S. Global competition to at-
foreign workers to their families and communities in  tract foreign graduate students to universities is
their home countries) from the U.S. has reached re- growing. In 1989, American universities awarded
cord amounts and represents a major source of in-  twice the number of PhDs
come for millions of individuals and communities.
According to an Inter-American Development Bank
(IDB) study, Latin American households receive $60
billion annually from remittances worldwide, more
than these countries receive in aid from the U.S. and
from institutions such as the World Bank. Remitted
funds have a positive impact on the development
and welfare of countries receiving the funds. The
money foreignborn workers send home is mainly _ _ - o
used to cover basic necessities. For example, about gresidency is a factor that can facilitate or deter immi-
percent of remitted funds in Oaxaca, Mexico, is gration to the U.S.
spent on business startups or investments, while 92 Solutions

percent goes to meet daily needs. Remittances im-  Robert Pastor, Director of the Center for North
prove access to education and health care for fami-  American Studies at American University, concludes

sustain Mexico as the single largest source of author-
ized and unauthorized immigration to the U.S.

granted by Asian countries. According to a July 2006
Migration Policy Institute study, by 2001, the gap had
closed putting the U.S. in more competition for the
highly skilled workers needed to fill U.S. jobs. Immi-
gration policy affecting highskilled workers becomes
increasingly important as the competition for high-
skilled labor increases around the world. Ease of em-
ployment-linked permanent

l'ies in i mmigrantsd homethaarolihgtHe héomegarbethedn Mexidd,ahe k

finance imports from the U.S., offsetting country U.S. and Canada is the only way to stop the flow of

trade deficits (where imports exceed exports). migrants. He supports the proposed North American
U.S. Policies Investment Fund, funded by Mexico, the

U.S. agricultural policies, e.g., farm subsidies, have U.S. and Canada, which would be used to build high-
resulted in unexpected consequences, including an  ways, roads and broadband internet lines in southern
increase in unauthorized immigration. Subsidies Mexico to connect it to North America. The effort

have allowed U.S. farmers to sell corn at prices be- would not stop illegal immigration, but is projected to

(7))
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low cost. Corn is the centerpiece of the Mexicandiet, doubl e Mexi cods growth rate
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gap with the U.S. by 20 percent in a decade. Tamar
Jacoby (Foreign Affairs, Nov./Dec. 2006) points out
that immigrant influx is the product of changing U.S.
demographics, global development and increasingly
easy international communications. Pressures to emi-
grate from developing countries will remain intense,
fueled by poverty, lack of jobs, population growth
and political instability. At the same time, globaliza-
tion

increases access to information about lifestyles and
opportunities in industrialized countries. The global
integration of the labor market for both highly skilled
and unskilled workers is also a continuing trend. Im-
migration laws and policies need to take into account
these realities, along with the effect of other laws and
policies such as farm subsidies and NAFTA.

OBSERVER REPORTS

Shaker Heights Board of Education
Nov. 7, 2007

Present: Board President Freda Levenson; Vice
President Drexel Feeling; members Annette Tucker
Sutherland, Norman Bliss and Mary Johnson; Super-
intendent Mark Freeman, District Treasurer Bryan
Christman

The meeting convened at 6 p.m. Dr. Freeman thinks
the school district should review its policies beginning
in January. What is up-to-date in policies changes, he
said; no changes in ours means perhaps this responsi
bility is being overlooked. Making changes is a way to
demonstrate that we are addressing current issues.

Newsweekecently did a cover story on school chil-
dren with food allergies and featured the Shaker
schools. In addition, Channel 3 featured the SHHS
College Guidance department with great video foot-
age of the school.

Dr. Freeman has contacted the Shaker Heights health
department about staph infections and initiated disin-
fection in areas where this might be a problem, but
there has been no significant problem at our schools.

Dr. Freeman is a serving on the board of the national
Minority Student Achievement Network. Dr. Bernice
Stokes is involved as well.

The financials for October will be discussed at the
December board meeting.

Ms. Levenson noted that a great source of voters for
Shaker levies have been absentee voters; we need to
work with Board of Elections officials to encourage
improvement in this area. Dr. Freeman would like to
coordinate the school calendar with Election Days to
limit the number of Election Days when children are
in the buildings. This might smooth out parking prob-
lems, particularly as we get into larger primary and
general elections.

Public comment: Dwayne Deskins, who has been a
Shaker resident for 43 years addressed the following:

Boarding tends to work well for kids from difficult
backgrounds, providing parenting that might not
be there. This is an opportunity for Shaker to dis-
tinguish itself, when no other public school dis-
tricts are doing this. It would create more high
quality college-bound students.

Service Learning projects could be developed as pub-
lic-private partnerships. Third Federal just gave
Central Catholic $1 million, and the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation is offering $1 billion for obe-
sity projects. He said he is on the board of St. Ig-
natius High School and
sort of thing for years.

Dr. Freeman said he is familiar with these ideas and
asked Ms. Levenson if she minded discussion of this
now. Ms . Levenson said
everyone, since itds not
commented that some of these ideas might require
state legislation. He thanked Mr. Deskins, and Ms.
Levenson said it is important we continue to think
creatively. Mr. Deskins said that these ideas might
help us offer more pathways to college. Service learn-
ing can lead toward money for college or business
school.

The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
Cynthia Carroll, 3977808
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City Planning Commission and City Planning Commission (CPC)
Board of Zoning Appeals The final item on the agenda was a request by Ronald
Nov. 7. 2007 Hickle, Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co., to con-

tinue operation of a temporary CEIl Line Facility at
Present: J. Braverman, director of Planning and De- 3558 Lee Road, which was approved by the CPC in
velopment; D. Feinstein, senior planner; W.Gruber, 2005 for a period of two years. CEI requests the op-

assistant director of Law; J. Rawson, mayor; N. eration be extended through as long as July 2009 in
Moore, Council member; D. Bergholz and David order to continue to i mp
Hartt , citizen members electrical transmission lines. The facility is to con-
Absent: K. Madison, citizen member tinue to operate in the same manner as approved in
2005. No one asked to speak at the public hearing. In

The mayor called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. | 4 ¢ ponse to Mrs. Mooreos

Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) had been complaints from residents about the cur-
rent operations of the facility, the mayor responded
that initially some problems surfaced that had been
addressed to the cityos
approved through the end of July 2009 and for-
warded to Council for confirmation at its Nov. 26,

The first agenda item was a public hearing on the
request of Michael Bizjak, Sign Lite SLS Services, on
behalf of Lakeshore Buick Pontiac, 3393 Warrens-
ville Center Rd., for a variance to the size, number
and type of signage. A new primary wall sign is re- ;
quested on the main fagade equaling 71.7 square feet2007, meeting.

(where there was a canopy). Code maximum is 50  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

square feet. Also, it is proposed that seven secondaryl_uci”e Mayne, 4919161

window signs in a solid red band remain along the ’

top of the windows, whereas only one clear secondary

window sign is allowed. The signs had been apprOVGdShaker He|ghts Library Board of Trustees
earlier by the Architectural Review Board. No resi- gy 12, 2007

dent appeared to discuss the requests, but Mrs. )
Moore referred to letters of support from neighbor- ~ Present: J. Allen, D. Hutt, K. McGovern (chairman),
ing property owners. There was a detailed review of K. Miller, J. Shatten, D. Whyte

the proposal by the BZA during which Mayor Raw-  Apsent: T. Schorgl

son stated that she had received more resident com-
plaints about the signage on this property than on
any other. The conclusion of the majority of the
members of the Board, however, was that the pro-
posed signage is a vast improvement over the past,
and the request was approved with the mayor casting

a dissenting vote. Mr. McGovern called the meeting to order at 6:30

p.m. at Bertram Woods Branch. Following the ap-
proval of the minutes, Mr. McGovern indicated that
the Strategic Plan, now completed, has come in under
budget. The Board adopted the plan unanimously. It
will be distributed.

Also present: L. Dickinson, executive director; I. Pul-
ver, asst. director; D. Piskac, clerktreasurer; S.
Schiller, adult services manager; L. Miller, branch
manager

Next on the schedule was a public hearing on the re-
guest of Amy Yelling, Ellet Neon Sign, on behalf of
Huntington Bank, Shaker Town Center, for a vari-
ance to the number of primary signs following a
change of ownership of the bank. Two primary wall

signs are proposed to replace two existing secondary The Board then voted to request the Board of Educa-
signs. Code allows two primary signs on a corner  tjon to submit a request to the voters of the District to
building, one per street frontage, whereas a total of replace the existing 4mill levy; the Board will re-
three are proposed. The two new signs will face Cha- qyest that the levy by on the March 4, 2008, ballot.
grin and the western parking lot. There were no The wording of the resolution, as previously printed
guestions from the BZA or the public, and the re- in other media, was corr

quest was approved. di stribution from the St

rove
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ernment Support Fund has declined, the revenues to
the Library for the calendar year 2007 are insuffi-
cient to meet the necessary requirements of the Li-
brary. o The date of the
so it would not interfere with the timing of antici-
pated funding requests by other local bodies. Mr.
Dickinson noted that at
23 library issues in the State were passed.

The Board also passed a resolution requesting of the
County Auditor an advance of 2008 property taxes.

holiday schedule and hours of operation for 2008,
and a resolution to close the Library on Sunday, Dec.
23, 2007, all passed unanimously. A copier contract

to provide an upgrade of service. The financial state-
ments, presented by Mr. Piskac, were approved.

I n his directordés report
proposed revised contract with CLEVNET, which
now includes 30 libraries across nine counties in
northern Ohio. Plans for 2008 include significant im-
provements in technology. The new contract was ap-
proved. Also recommended was a proposal, not to
exceed $30,000, for a staffing study and organiza-
tional assessment, which also passed.

Following up on the afterschool safety patrol dis-
cussed at the last meeting, Mr. Dickinson reported
that a female Tri-C student by the name of Betty Box,
who is studying law enforcement, is being recom-
mended for the position. The Board approved her
employment at the rate of $13 an hour to December
21, not to exceed $2,000. She will be invited to the
next Board meeting to report on her experiences.

The Board approved an amnesty plan during the
month of January for schootage children (517) with
delinquent or blocked library cards who live in the
Shaker school district; all of their fines would be
waived.

Sara Schiller presented a special report on the Li-
braryds vast array of ad
a staff of 17. These include everything from the Eng-
lish as a second language program, foreign language
materials, computer classes and sigaps, reference
help, information materials and special collections to

adult education, book discussions and the home-
bound program.

IGiﬁthc}{alinE:j §280uw%rg glcceE{e’c}j %md g Festolﬁt{onmo%
commendation for Milta Mandel, circulation services
Rlsgléa}n V\W%I%I’Etlg aftﬁr 12QYEqrs, Was, adoptfq3
ulver announced that he has accepted a posi-
tion as director of the public library of Saratoga
Springs and will be leaving at the end of the year.
The Board wished him well. At 7:30 p.m. the Board
went into executive session to discuss personnel mat-

The Board of Trustees meeting schedule for 2008, the ters.

Evelyn Krent, 9910802

revision was also adopted, the newer model expected Shaker Heights Library Board of Trustees

Dec. 10, 2007

Pres (btt \chovern C
Miller’, rr Sch dl, 9. '6hatleR, D
Absent: J. Allen

Also present: L. Dickinson, executive director; I. Pul-

ver, asst. director; D. Piskac, clerktreasurer; S.
Schiller, adult services manager

alrman\) K.
hyte

ewed

Mr. McGovern called the meeting to order at
6:30 p.m. at the Main Library and welcomed Betty
Box, the Libraryb6s new
working on the grounds of the Main Library after
school four afternoons a week. Ms Box described her
experiences and challenges. She feels that since her
arrival, young peopl e ha
much, their language is changing and they have ac-
cepted her authority. Males are more challenging
than females, she commented, but eventually they
cooperate. She keeps young people away from con-
gregating at the entrances and believes the proposed
signs at the entrance outlining appropriate behavior
and language will be helpful.

S

The Board passed unanimously a resolution
Feljulsting thé Shhkeér @iSights Boid df Bdtatidr t&@
submit to the voters at the March 4, 2008, election a
request to replace the existing -4nill levy for a con-
tinuing period of time for the purpose of covering

ned
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current expenses.

Mr. Piskac presented the financial state-
ments, noting that yearto-date expenses are within
the budget and the monthto-date revenue is some-

Evelyn Krent, 9910802
City Council Work Session
Nov. 12, 2007

what ahead of | ast year O0Rresent MayohJudy RéawsomeCouncll inenbdisAl r

proved the financial statements as well as a request Foster, Brian Gleisser, Earl Leiken, Nancy Moore,

to the County Auditor to advance the 2008 property Lynn Ruffner, Earl Williams, Rob Zimmerman

ta>_<e§. Also passed was the 2008 tempo_rar_y appro- - a|so Present: Kamia Lewis, director of Neighborhood

prlat_lon and a_schedule of 2007 appropriation modi- Revitalization; William Hanson, director of Housing

flc_atlons, totaling $48,000. The local author and book Inspection; Leslie Grodin, Communications & Out-

fair netted $3,953, somewhat less than last year. reach director; Bill Boag, Public Works director; Jeri
In his report, Mr. Dickinson commented Chaikin, CAO and Clerk of Council

upon the Libraryds role as a member of the Cl eve

l and Foundationds Youth I nitiative Devel opment

Task Force, which will enable the Library to obtain
funds to help provide
ti meo activities for
Teen Center was recently painted, that the purchase
of additional computers is planned and that vending
machines with healthy snacks and drinks will soon
be installed on the second floor for both teens and
meeting-goers.

The Libraryos staffi
study, Mr. Dickinson added, is underway and will be
presented in January. He is hoping for another tech-
nology staff person, the workload for the current in-
dividual having become overwhelming.

The draft of the Lib
designed to serve groups (story hour, book discus-
sions, lectures, etc.) was presented and passed. The
will be free and open to the public, although an ad-
mission charge may be requested for Library fund-
raisers. Controversial subjects may be scheduled for
discussion, and whenever possible more than one
point of view will be presented. Guidelines for selling
books, recordings, and other items by presenters wh
are authors or artists were adopted.

Also adopted was a letter of intent for the
Library to maintain membership in the Northeast
Ohio Regional Library System. Mr. Dickinson indi-
cated that its most worthwhile service for Shaker is
its continuing education service. Membership is
$7,500.Gifts totaling $50 were accepted. A letter of
appreciation to Mr. Pulver from Mark Freeman was
read. The board thanked Mr. Pulver for his devotion
and service and wished him well as he heads for
Saratoga Springs.

The public meeting adjourned at 7:30, and the board
went into executive session.

o)

Mr. Leiken made a presentation related to the study

cohdndearcsti anedigndt Morft Gathe d
y o ug ma k eqre

eii hittesd. oQR i a.hGtW
the city and funded by grant money from the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).
Mr. Leiken presented an overview of the foreclosure
crisis. He said the problem was multfaceted and a
national problem as well as a state and local one. Fac
tors which have contributed to the sjtuation are
%ﬁang@é‘irﬂnv&st%@?lpp?a&iﬁe@ ?re'lat?oﬂship with
banks, foreign investment, subprime loans, high inter-
est rates, bad lending practices, predatory lending)
and lack of government regulation (lack of state and
federal regulation; cities in Ohio preempted by state
rrAes)y 6 s Program Policy,

Further, Mr. Leiken stated that not only are there

%‘ﬁultiple causes for the problem, but the solution can-
not be achieved in isolation. He maintains the solution
lies in the effectiveness of the city, the region, and sta

and federal governments working together to solve the

crisis. He feels the role of the city is to protect
neighborhoods where foreclosures take place by in-
specting property and aggressively using the nuisance
abatement policy for maintenance purposes. The city
working cooperatively with the Northeast Ohio First
Suburbs Consortium to better understand changing
demand patterns, to identify methods to strengthen th
appeal of Shaker Heights in the overall housing mar-
ket, and to continue its effort to work proactively in
developing and preserving good quality housing op-
portunities in stable residential communities. The city
is also encouraging the banks to expedite the process|
prevent properties from sitting vacant for long periods
of time. In addition, the city provides information to
individuals by referring them to United Way to help
renegotiate loans, etc. If an individual feels he or she i
a victim of predatory lending practices, the city will

ap
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refer those individuals
office for assistance. Mr. Leiken stated that the
problems go beyond the current foreclosure crisis
and that monitoring the situation and communicat-
ing with the public are necessities.

After the presentation, Council members had a
chance to address additional concerns. Mr. Hanson
said that the city has been tracking foreclosures
since 1968. The city tracks foreclosures with an Ex-
cel spreadsheet that includes the purchase price of
homes, taxes and sheriff
into an existing county database. Ms. Lewis updated
the Council on the status of 44 houses being repaired
under the citybds exterio
gram and Mr. Hanson gave examples of how point
of-sale escrow supports the rehabilitation of residen-
tial properties in Shaker.

Ms. Grodin explained
home buying in Shaker Heights. Council members
added their ideas to enhance sales in Shaker. And
Mr. Boag gave a presentation about leaf removal
and plans for winter snow and ice removal.

Susan Stechschulte, 752473

Neighborhood Revitalization Committee
November 14, 2007

Present: Brian Gleisser, Chair; Members Margue-
rite Bibb, Norman Bliss, J. Philip Calabrese, Mat-
thew Lehman, Nancy Moore, Lynn Ruffner, Julie
McGovern Voyzy; William Hanson, Director of
Housing Inspection; Kamla Lewis, Director of
Neighborhood Revitalization; Jim Zeigler, Director
of Buil di ng; R o b e3cott, A9ksN e
tant Director of Law; Jayme Lucas, Staff.

As this meeting was being held toward the end of the
current membersd terms o
devoted to a general discussion of two items: pres-
entation of city marketing strategies and initiatives
and 2008 housing and neighborhood strategies.
There was no real structure to the meeting; those
present were asked to talk and think about and
imagine what the city and the neighborhoods could
be like.

One goal of the city is to attract and retain residents
who have the wherewithal to invest in their proper-

ttem Mt. Bleisses poiatedeout antattiderfrom®Ey ag e
Cleveland Businesthat listed Shaker Heights as one of
the 49 most affluent communities in northeast Ohio.
Interestingly, Shaker was one of only two communities
that were located inside 1271 and +480. Ms. Moore
said that in the Sussex
bers have successfully and profitably turned houses
that have sold for good prices. She would like to see a
partnership with parties that could facilitate the rehab
process in order to get people to move into the
rbei?hb%rt‘qu.el\ér.. Gleisserpointed put that statisty ¢
cally, foreclosure is about 1.4% in the city, which'is
very small. In some areas, houses turn over quickly.
'Yf- Bibf is Seging fog mapy,emptynouses and eﬁald o+t
that some people are not maintaining their property.
She asked how one can offer to help people to maintain
their properties but not offend them at the same time.
Ms. Voyzy felt that the cost of maintaining housing was

a

t h ea tfgicdnded, Snclding the Yakt that Belitind whs B T P

expensive and asked what can be done to encourage
energy efficiency practices.

In answer, it was mentioned that there are loans avail-
able to help people make their homes more efficient. It
was also suggested that the city conduct demonstration
nights to teach about efficiencies. Mayor Rawson sug-
gested that since Shaker Heights is so close to Univer-
sity Circle, the city should market that connection.
Also, momentum is building for a green environmental
movement, mass transit, and walkability, and Shaker
Heights is well positioned to take advantage of these
developments. Shaker has a green advisory committee
and plans to come wup with
Gleisser pointed out that many communities are ahead
& Shakerlini tesn®s of & tygse of planning.

In terms of marketing our schools, Shaker students are
beginning to learn Mandarin Chinese in the early
grades. As students get into the Shaker system, their

Rerfofmance IMRSOYA% i t t ee, it was

Mr. Calabrese said that RTA is trying to get more peo-
ple to use the trains in Shaker because driving down-
town takes more time than it does from suburbs from
which drivers use freeways.

Mr . OO6Neal was asked his
sponded that Moreland has many vacant houses that
are not selling, and the community is having problems.

mer ¢

mo t
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I n Leslie Grodinbés ab s e n eThattheMity worlGuitheréakoss eepresenting lendipg
sented a summary of the remarks she made at a re- institutions and rehabbers to ensure a good under-
cent City Council meeting regarding the strategies standing of city ordinances and expectations. Staff is
through which the city is being promoted: proposing a series of meetings with realtors and re-

-Shaker Life magazine: The magazine contains a real habbers over the \_/vinter to di_scuss .the best ways to
estate news section, feature articles that reinforce the cfllaborate in getting properties quickly back into
main branding themes (schools, beauty, architecture, produ_ctlve use and will bring those ideas back to the
proximity to University Circle), and information NRC in early 2008.

about Certified Shaker homes. -That the city establish partnerships with the public
sector and corporate and medical employers to de-

-Promotional materials provided to realtors and area ; : )
velop employee incentive housing programs that en-

employers (print and electronic), relocation special-
ists, professional schools, and to every employee com
ing to work at the University Hospitals Management -That the city will launch the pilot owner-occupancy
Services Center. Our personal contact is primarily ~ program aimed at attracting new two-family buyers,
with the real estate industry, since so many buyers  which was authorized this year.

and renters are searching the Web, resulting in di-

minished personal contact. Well over 75% of home-

buyers and renters begin their searches via the Inter- During the discussion, it was noted that with housing
net. prices being at historic lows, it was a good time to

_—City Web site: Shakeronline.com in used_ quite tleav— :i}gzk Zggﬂt ,[S#éo glg ?:)dperi;ntl(tal?g?;eg%;gs;?nweéﬁtcmzs
i1y, " Use of the siteds E&hifdng mnbihsields ihé Bidof thiks and
several hundred percent over the past two years. community development corporations (CDCs). It was
-Radio/television advertising: The city is engaged in a suggested that Shaker start our own CDC as other

TV/WebPrint project with Northern Ohio Liveto cities have done to help in development. A visitor sug-
gain greater visibility and now has two 14foot wall gested that this would be a good time, because of ac-
boards at Cleveland Hopkins Airport. It is also ad- quisition costs, for an architectural renovation compe-
vertising in the USAirways and Continental maga- tition. Another observer stated that the 150%

zines. The city ran ads for four Sundays in the New percent escrow required is difficult for rehabbers to
York Times and received 1,000 hits on its Web site. meet, and the suggestion was made that we use per-

Personal contact via theforognepopdsingteads r o sentatives:

result of more than 100 email and phone inquiries The meeting was adjourned. The next meeting of the
during the first half of 2007, 27 rentals were com- NRC will be on December 19.

pleted (18 were Certified Shaker homes). Shaker will

have a booth at the 2008 Home and Garden show at Nora Kancelbaum

the IX Center.

-2008 Proposed Neighborhood Revitalization Initia- ~ Shaker Heights City Council
tives: The Neighborhood Revitalization staff has pro- Nov. 26, 2007
posed new initiatives in order to bring buyers into

Shaker Heights. Among these are: Present: Mayor Judy Rawson, Council members Al
-That the city initiate land banking guidelines that Foster, Earl Leiken, Nancy Moore, Lynn Ruffner,
would guide the cityos aRepdimunarman, Brian Glaissel, Barl Widiams a s
arise and begin a process for working with neighbor- Also present: Margaret Cannon, director, Law; Jeri
hoods to prioritize uses for landbanked properties. ~ Chaikin, CAO; William Boag, director , Public

The city has begun to receive offers of properties at ~ Works; Pam Quinn, director, Community Life; Joyce
significantly reduced prices from lending institutions ~ Braverman, director, Planning; John Lehman, direc-
that are eager to reduce their inventories. The staff tor, Finance; Walter Ugrinic, chief of police; William
sees neighborhood groups, lending institutions, and ~ Gruber, chief counsel; Kamla Lewis, director,
realtors all as critical elements of any successful land Neighborhood Revitalization; Patrick Campbell, di-
banking strategy. rector, Economic Development; Leslie Grodin, direc-

€

courage them to purchase rehabbed houses in Shaker
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tor, Communication & Outreach; James Ziegler, di- cerns that this is the beginning of an expensive proc-
rector, Building; CEI representative Darlene John-  ess. The City of Cleveland Heights had agreed to pay
son; Jim Brady, councilmanelect; members of the ~ 30% of the design costs related to Horseshoe Lake
citydébs Finance commi t t e esinceN@¥% df thelakeizin that cityMat t he w

Cenedella and Todd Campbell Small Fee Increases for School Age Care Program:
Council met inexecutive sessioat 6 p.m. to discuss  Council approved unanimously the authorization of
imminent or pending litigation, personnel mattersand/f ee i ncreases for the Co

or the purchase, sale or development of real property.School Age Care program effective 7/1/08.*Due to
the increase in the minimum wage and the increased
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:47 p.m. cost to employ specific staff to accommodate special
Minutes from the 10/22/07 meeting were approved. needs students, increases were needed to meet the
There was no public comment on agenda items. costs of the before and after care programs. Mr. Fos-
Two contracts approved related toShaker Lifemaga- t er sai d that he wanted 1
zine: Council approved unanimously the authoriza- people out of the program.
tion of a three-year contract with John H. Moore and CEI Facility Permit Approved: Council approved
Associates in the estimated amount of $180,000 for unanimously the acceptance of the recommendation of
marketing and sales for Shaker Life magaziné.Ac-  the Planning Commission of a conditional use permit
cording to Ms. Grodin, Mr. Moore has increased for the Cleveland Electric llluminating Co. line facility
revenue for the magazine and has new plans of how at 3558 Lee Road® >Mr. Foster said that CEl has
to increase and broaden advertising in the magazine. been a good neighbor and there have not been any
He also oversees the ad reps and handles their com- complaints.
missions. An additional item was raised by Ms. Cannon, Law di-
Council approved unanimously the authorization of a rector, that was not on the posted agedd&ettlement
three-year contract with Whelan Communications in  up to $50,000: Council approved unanimously to offer
the amount of $213,210 for operational and editing  a settlement of up $50,000 to a young man who was

consulting services forShaker Lifemagazine, and shot by a Shaker Heights police officer while the man
declaring an emergency? According to Ms. Grodin, was in a moving stolen vehicle. Cannon explained that
a unique skill set in required for this position that this is not a sign in any way that the officer did any-
includes approximately 25 hours a week of work thing wrong, but rather a reflection of the uncertainty
overseeing photo shoots, acting as copy editor, and expense of possible litigation.

graphic designer, etc. Public comment on other items: A doctor who has an
Safety Patrol at Main Library: Council approved office in the Shaker Professional Building at Chagrin

unanimously the authorization of an additional ap-  and Warrensville said that he feels the commercial
propriation in the amount of $2,000 in the Police De- occupancy permit is being unfairly applied to indi-
partment 2007 operating budget for the provisionof vi dual sé of fices when it
a safety patrol at the Shaker Heights Main Library,  building owners. He offered a suggestion that there
and declaring an emergency’: Chief Ugrinic said that should be an exemption that is clear and simple to ap-

the patrol is a civilian position that will cover Mon- ply for small operations like his.

dayi Thursday, 3 to 7 p.m., monitoring the parking Notes:

lot, steps and library. 1. Previously approved by the City Planning Commis-
Design for Improvements to Green Lake Dam and  sion

Horseshoe Lake Dam to be Created: Council ap- 2. Previously approved by the Finance Committee

proved unanimously the authorization of a contract 3. Previously reviewed by the Safety and Public Works
with CT Consultants in the amount of $134,738 for ~ Committee

design of improvements and creation of Emergency 4. Previously approved by the Community Life &
Action Plans and Operation, Maintenance and In- Health Committee

spection Manuals for the Green Lake and Horseshoe Presentation of 2008 Operating and Capital Budgets
Lake dams, and declaring an emergency: > The Immediately following the Council meeting, in a joint
Ohio Department of Natural Resources requiresthe meet i ng of the Counci l a
city to make improvements to the dams. CT Consult- tee, both the draft operating and the draft capital

ants plans to propose reclassifying the dams to re-  budgets were reviewed in a presentation by Ms. Chai-
duce the improvements required and reduce expensekin and Mr. Lehman.

Mmmu n

s ho

nd t

for the city. Several Council members raised con-
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The budget process proposed is the following: First * oners present: Mayor Judy Rawson, Planning Direc-
presentation, Nov. 26; Questions & Feedback, Council,, Joyce Braverman, Members of the Planning Part-
work session, Dec. 3; Adopt Budget, Dec. Touncil o . "c 1 i p A Te a maonsultants (Whickein- r

meeting; Review Revenue, when books are closed out : ;

for 2007 early in 2008 and adjust operating budget, if gl:?feé(_sz x;&z\éﬂ{g{igzer city Planning Department
necessary.

According to Ms. Chaikin and Mr. Lehman, income

tax revenue is lower than anticipated for 2007: a 4.2% The meeting was to provide the CAC with a report on
increase in income tax revenue was projected and  progress to date and to solicit responses and feedback.
projected actual is 3.35%. For 2007, it is expected thatDuring the course of the meeting there were presenta-
expenditures will exceed revenues. The 2008 operatingions by Team members Rick Merrill and Ron Palmer

budget suggests a ontééme transfer of $850,000 from  and transportation consultant Scott Thorburn.
the estate tax fund (normally reserved only for the

capital budget) in order to balance the operating

budget. The Team prefaced its presentation with goals derived
Mr. Kolb from the Finance Committee said from Shakerdés Strategic |
iessentially we are borr@@WlRg MThemet goeal st hoe med
make this budget. o He we waerk: tofocusfipanaaureseuecesand designtenelgies;
looking at the underlying expenses vs. revenuethe bui |l d on Shakerds charact
balance will potentially be off more each year. The S h a k e r &aidl actessghieal and unify damaged ar-
operating budget reduces the reserve the city holds  €as; create new housing opportunities (e.g., for empty
fijust in cased to 17. 12 %nastersmncyoungladults); andonake WA& n 20
The stated goal is to keep the reserve close 20%. Thefigat eway o t o the city.

total revenue budgeted for 2008 is $38,437,086; ex-

penses are $39,121,163.

Adjournment was at 10 p.m. The next regular council Mr - Merrill continued wit
meeting is scheduled for Dec. 17, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. the city specific to the W/VA TOD project: Do not nec-
Julianna Johnston Senturia. 926413 essarily accept the transit line as fixed (i.e., it can be

moved); make the area easier for pedestrians and all
users; transform the existing land use into meaningful

Shaker Heights Warrensville/Van Aken Transit 5 cels for development to enhance economic develop-

Oriented Development Plan ment; expand the study area to consider how it joins
Dec. 5, 2007 adjacent areas, so that people can walk to the W/VA
TOD; consider the W/VA TOD as an anchor like

Prepared by: Patricia Burgess for the League of

Women Voters, Shaker Heights Shaker squar e, to Abalanc

the W/VW TOD green spaces and a focus, like
Shakerds neighborhoods ha
On December 5, 2007, the City of Shaker Heights held
two public meetings regarding the Warrensville/Van

Aken Transit Oriented DeM%dl}élleé?llnotedthatQ W%P%S
Project. A meeting of t rg1
Committee (CACO) on the ?ﬁytn?efotpr{egwnégrh %hgol&hhé’ve h\6|

at 5:30 p.m., was followed by a Public Workshop ace. aneet nelghborhoods function as publlc

- X sp Vé}
(AWorkshopo) for resi dentspsacesaa dt ey ant to bring that aspect into W/VA

TOD. They want to introduce more local streets in the
Community Advisory Committee, 5:30 p.m. project area and rationalize the traffic and street pat-
tern. They want t-bomakare€e
with a mix of uses: office and retail, restaurants and

man Bliss, Jackie Hutcheson, Russell Lamb, Earl entertainment, the existing churches and housing. This
Leiken, Sandra Madison, Bryan Moore, Brian area should reflect Shake

Absent: Traci Onders, Rob Zimmerman scape establishing a relationship among transit, park-
ing, buildings, cars, people and sidewalks.

Present: Barbara Andelman, David Bergholz, Nor-

=0 o<
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Mr. Thorburn presented an analysis of existing traffic Mr . Pal mer noted that the #p
patterns and issues. The major traffic arterialisthe bui | di ngso0 aspects both rlequ
eastwest Chagrin Boulevard, and the heaviest peak make a real investment in the project. Regarding imple-
hour automobile traffic into the six-legged intersection mentation, it is important to understand that developing
comes from the east (i.e., going west into the intersec<or revitalizing an existing) town center is not a quick or
tion) on Chagrin. Warrensville Center Road is also a one-shot process. It is incremental. Also, the public sec-
major arterial north -south, and the second heaviest tor has to take the lead in order to enlist the private sec-
peak-hour automobile traffic comes from the north tor. For the process to get moving and keep going, the
(i.e., going south into the intersection) on Warrens-  following must exist: strongrealistic vision; political
ville. Van Aken parallels Chagrin going west from the will; cooperationd a sharedvision; public responsibili-
intersection and Northfield roughly parallels War- ties, including: (1) The city sets the stage for change,
rensville going south from the intersection. (The low- establishing the vision and the process; (2) The city re-
est peakhour traffic flow into the intersection comes duces the risk of the development process by public in-
from the west on Chagrin.) The intersection is very ~ vestment (so risk is shared); and (3) The city must re-
difficult to navigate, and almost impossible for pedes- duce the cost of development (town center development
trians. In addition to the automobile traffic, the RTA  costs more than residential development) and prepare a
Blue Line carries three million passengers per year, strategy for incremental implementation.
the Chagrin TRA buses carry two million, and the
Warrensville buses carry 1,200,000. The final project _ _
will need to facilitate movement from bus to rail. Fi- P0onna Hinde, a Team member, noted that several prin-
nally, although there is no timetable for extension of ~ CiPles for the W/VA TOD evolved from prior sessions of
the Blue Line, that extension is still a plan of the RTA, the Team in Shaker. These are things that Shaker offi-
so design and implementation of the final W/VW TOD cials or resMepts_t_hmk must_be mclude_d: an authentic
project must not preclude that extension. toyvn center; s_|gn|f|ca_nt public realm; d|v_erse an_d
mixed uses; highquality development; high traffic vol-
ume accommodation, but at slower speeds; a connected
Mr . Pal mer spoke about irpadpaitercClalarces proteetioraohexistimgdocabretail-
noting that the success rate for such efforts has generers; and protection of the residential environment.
ally been low. Good design is not enough; economics pe sajd she anticipated that additional principles
key. The Team studied several examples that have \yoid come out of the public workshop and other ses-
been successfl_JI to determine the crltlc_al_factors. Criti- 5jons being held this week. She then noted that the team
cal to success in each case were public investment andyq developed several prototypes for consideration. She
political will (including a willingness to wait). He gave ang Mr. Merrill presented these, noting that they were
as examples the following: Reston, Va., which has hag,qt site-specific, but are just examples (for which they
a long, incremental growth from a 1960s shopping  showed illustrations). They included a village street, vil-
center and where a rail line to Washington, D.C., lage mews, full village block and a village square. Each
spurred private investment; Addition, Tex. (north of - yrototype handled parking differently, but all provided
Dallas), where the city wanted to create a town centerior 4 pedestrianriendly environment, mix of uses and
on a former U.S. Air Force base and where initial pUb'puinc space.
lic investment created a publieprivate partnership; _ _
and Bethesda, Md., which had an old, deteriorating After the presentation, the Team opened the meeting up
downtown that has been revitalized with parking ga- {Of comments from the CAC and general discussion.
rages that are veneered with retail and commercial Most of the dlscus§|on centered around a concern that
uses (which create a pedestrian streetscape) and lotsbf? € Teamodés exampl es and prot
public spaces. economic realities of Shaker Heights and the region.
Their research led the Team to conclude that success- NiS was countered by the fact that there is an experi-
ful downtown revitalization/town center projects have €nced, local developer who is on board. Shaker Square
the following attributes: image; transit system; his- 1S SOrt of a counterweight to the project and can be a
toric, fine-grained street and block pattern; public model (though not one to be followed exactly). The de-
realm; public buildings; parking strategy; concen- velopment could_ allow Shaker togeta bigger piece of
trated retail; supportive residential hinterland. the regional pie. -Mestesamds a
their adult children) |1 odgkin

exist and we could provide it. How big and bold should
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we be with this project? Getting it done will be an in-
cremental process, and public funding is essential; the
city must set the stage.

Shaker Heights Voter

After the presentation, the workshop portion
of the evening began. There were 11 tables, with ap-

proximately eight at each table. The groups were re-

As discussion concluded, the Team asked all those pr
sent to please express their preferences on the Visua
Preference Survey mounted on the wall. This was a
series of displays of alternative forms of each of the
following: building types/forms, transit streets, side-
walks, streets, parking and open space. The CAC
meeting concluded shortly before 7 p.m. and the group
moved into the Public Workshop.

me mber col |

ected each

(access, development potential); supportive resi-
Public Workshop, 7 p.m. dents; progressive (i

imity to educational institutions; University Hospi-

tals buil di
Roughly 90 to 100 people attended the Public ans.
Workshop. These were mostly members of the general
public. In addition, most (if not all) members of City
Council were present, as were Planning Director Joyce
Braverman, Economic Development Director Pat

Campbell and various other city staff. taped to another wall.

The room was set up with tables for the public
to work in small groups. Along one wall were displays
and illustrations relating to the W/VA area and vari-
ous planning and design elements (including the Vis-
ual Preference Survey).

ng; whatos

eguested to perform two activities, both using a base
| map of the area. First, the participants were to
brainstorm key attributes/qualities/characteristics of
the study area and | i st

t a

taped to a wall, grouped by subject. Attributes col-
lected fell into the following categories: transit/rail;
Thornton Park; vertical scale; retail (potential, lo-
cal); neighborhoods nearby to connect; location

. €.

go

Second, the participants were asked to brain-
storm a list of opportunities for change in the area,
writing the list on a flip chart and marking locations
on their base map. The maps and lists were then

All those attending were invited to attend the
drop-in session on Thursday, which is to show some
of the results of the workshop, and to attend the
wrap-up session with Council on Dec. 6. They were
also asked to express their preferences in the Visual

Mayor Rawson began the Workshop, saying  Preference Survey if they had not already done so.
that this is the next stage from the Strategic Invest-  The meeting ended between 8:30 and 9 p.m. as par-
ment Plan begun in 2000. This is the first of three ticipants left after completing their various tasks.

workshops on W/VA. It follows other development
efforts in the city that, despite what some predicted,
have proven successfdl e.g., South Park Row, Sussex
Court and the south side of Chagrin opposite Shaker Finance Committee
Town Center, which is still in progress. She then

turned the meeting over to the Team. Dec. 10, 2007

Ms. Hinde made some introductory comments, stating
that the city retained the consultants, Planning Part-
nership, a couple months ago to do a transportation/
transit plan and a design plan for the W/VA TOD and 9 Rawson, mayor
to develop a strategic process to provide the public

Patricia Burgess, 751699

Human Services Director Mary Gavin

Present: Council members E. Leiken, B. Gleisser, N.
Moore, E. Williams; citizen members M. Cenedella,
T. Campbell, L. Lalley, M. Kolb; J. Chaikin, CAO,;

process and input that wiWadnerireecofmmendad ihcteasingicentrieutionsrenn
tions. nonunion employees for Medical Mutual of Ohio in

The Team then presented to the public essen-
tially the same information it had presented to the
CAC. At the conclusion of the presentation, Mr

the table. d The develope

Merr il n o'E ed that i n. ﬁ%?ﬁg% gherd;ogrgen e&r:%/v C&FEW;%'OQI

regional and national Ie\F%n?I'SE’nCWI'_ HR
knows the local and regional realities. employees in Loca

ntrllﬁu |op (}egoélatep Wi

Ll

January because Medical Mutual has raised its rates
by 16.2%. Nonunion employees currently pay $50
per month for family coverage and $18.52 for single
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Kai serés premiums hayv
Employees pay 6%, 7% or 8% depending on the
amount of their salaries. A 7% Kaiser patient pays
$76.61 for family and $28.69 for single coverage.

The cityds insurance
Co., recommended the city accept Argonaut Insur-
ance Co.06s bid of $217,
insurance. The committee discussed the wisdom of
shifting from Travelers/St. Paul. The McGowan rep-
resentative assured them that Argonaut was a re-
spected and stable company, and several cities, in-
cluding Beachwood, and school systems, including
Akron, have reported positive experiences with the
company.

Since there was time left after these discus-
sions, Chairman Leikin suggested the committee look
at the 2008 budget to be presented at the December
Council meeting. Everyone was concerned about the
shortfall of anticipated income, the money that was
allocated for the reserves, and the levels of spending.
All agreed that it was necessary to look at line item
expenditures for possible adjustments and to closely
monitor revenues. The Finance department must
have the total expenditure and encumbered numbers
available by the beginning of the second quarter.

Barbara Luton, 7525137

1

Have you renewed your membershi
Help us by doing it

before year end. Thank you!

e

iNrévﬁl)f E‘?e%téded*ﬁciglél Re(]:e?)t(i){?n

Please join us in at an informal reception for the
newly elected Shaker Heights officials as well as oth

t())fpcglIE ceurrre’ntly Mgff@e?. ngs S your, ogportunlty
to me'et and greet local government,
82 1 or B BPREAPFSONly ¢ asy
Bring along a friend to
Linda and David Tay

2939 Weybridge Road

Wednesday January 16, 2008
7:007 9:00 pm
RSVP to Mary Mulligan 283-5880
marymulligan@mac.com

D

Immigration Consensus Meeting
Membership Meeting

Join in the discussion as we consider the many
faceted topic of immigration.

Shaker Heights Public Library
January 18, 2008

10:0071 12:00 pm (immediately following the
p? Board Meeting) Lunch will be provided.

RSVP Linda Taylor at 7522939
ltinslc@aol.com

Local and National

Program Planning
All members are invited to join in the
discussion of League Local and National
program positions.

This is a great opportunity to learn, share your
interests and information.

Help plan the LWV -SH future!
Sunday February 10, 2008
2.0015: 00 p m, Anne
2902 Manchester Road

\W

New Member Reception

Guest Speaker: Jane Platten
Director, Cuyahoga County Board of Elections

Ms. Platten will speak and take questions.

Shaker Lakes Nature Center
March 12, 2008
7:007 9:00 pm

I 1 i dhisdss wangderfd way to meet new

and long time members!
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SHAKER HEIGHTS VOTER
Now available by email

Help LWVSH save valuable resourdef a n d
and sign up now to receive your copy|
via email.

Send a note to annewill@aol.com gngl
the nextVoterwill arrive in your

online mailbox.

Thank you!

ToThe UPS Store
Hei nends

Town
Center
for their ongoing
support.

(O

League of Women Voters
2902 Manchester Road
Shaker Heights OH 44122

Educate. Advocate.
Participate

at

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active

participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.



